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Wilmslow United Reformed Church

A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship
elsewhere, please give our greetings to your home Church

Services during Holy Week and Easter 2022

Sunday April 10* 10.30am Palm Sunday Worship

Sunday April 10t 12 for 12.30pm in church vestibule
Reading Mark's gospel together

Thursday April 14%  8.00pm Maundy Thursday
Communion and Tenebrae Service

Friday April 15t 10.30am Good Friday Worship
Joint Service at Wilmslow Methodist Church,
Water Lane, Wilmslow

Sunday April 17t 10.30am Easter Sunday Communion

Sunday April 24t 10.30am Morning Worship with baptism

Indoor services are live streamed from 5 minutes before the start of the
service.

Recorded versions are available later at http://wilmslowurc.org.uk

More information on our services is on our website
http://wilmslowurc.org.uk in ‘Message from the Manse’ or via the
Church Office 01625 532600
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Dear Friends,

As Easter draws near, the world needs the Christian message of hope,
resurrection and new life more than ever. The news from Ukraine is
increasingly hard to bear. We sit watching the tragedy unfold on our
screens but it's not the only violent flare up in the world just now. There
are other armed conflicts being fought in central America, across Africa,
in the Indian subcontinent and throughout large parts of eastern Asia.
It's not surprising that the conflict in Ukraine has a powerfully unsettling
affect on us because it's on NATO's borders. With Holy Week
approaching it can feel as if we are having a lengthy Good Friday
experience where the powers of evil seem to keep on winning over good.

We all feel better if we can do something practical to help others because
this reminds us that Easter hope remains, rebuilding is always possible,
and human beings can be incredibly resilient. Recently, our church has
been involved with a piece of practical care which I hope we can now
grow and expand. Before Christmas we began collecting toiletries for
male asylum seekers who are being accommodated by the Home Office
at a hotel in SK9. All of them arrive alone although some have had to
leave families behind them. Many are from Eritrea and Afghanistan, and
speak no English. Because there are no communal facilities for them in
the hotel they must eat meals in their room which means their mental
health suffers from too much time alone, worrying about their asylum
claim. Their £5.00 per week pocket money doesn't stretch very far and
easily goes on keeping their mobile phone topped up, a vital lifeline to
those they love. They can attend weekly English lessons at St Chad’s,
Handforth on Mondays, led by Barney Howard with a team of church
volunteers, or use the church café on other days. Barney is Refugee
Liaison Manager at Hope Central charity in Handforth. He spoke to us
about this work back in January, during worship, and challenged us with
the words of one asylum seeker who had said to him before Christmas:
‘Master Barney, we want more.’

So it was that some of us from our church and several other local
fellowships joined Barney for an online meeting last month, to find out
what other things we might do to help. We heard from Welcome
Churches, a Christian charity founded in 2018 with the aim of linking
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every refugee in the UK with a local church. According to the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees there were 113,094 refugees and
61,968 asylum seekers living in the UK at the end of 2019. The numbers
can only have gone up since then, especially in the last few months.

Welcome Churches offers training and support to churches wanting to
help refugees and asylum seekers. It also hands on people when they are
moved around the country, linking them up with a church in their new
setting. Joining the organisation is free and this is something I would like
us to consider when we next have a Church Meeting. The charity offers
online training courses, including one for those supporting asylum
seekers accommodated in hotels. They also have a new course for those
welcoming Ukrainian refugees. Training sessions last 90 minutes, cost
£10 per person, and are highly practical. There are two more things to
explain now. One is that all communications with the hotel must be
channelled through Barney because he is the link with Serco, the private
company which runs the asylum seeker contract for the Home Office.
The other is that Barney is currently giving four hours a week to this work
and for it to grow we will need not just volunteers but organisers too.

The more I have thought and prayed about this opportunity the more it
feels to me like an important ministry on our doorstep. I think God may
be calling us to give time and commitment to it. That idea now needs to
be tested at Church Meeting. If we do decide to do this we should have
no illusions that it will be an easy ministry. The men are in SK9 for an
unpredictable length of time so no sooner may we have got to know
them, and built relationships, than they could be moved to
accommodation somewhere else. We might be a small part of their
arrival in the UK, potentially helpful in settling them in, improving their
English, making them feel welcome and being caring people.

Happy Easter!

Kursty Thorpe



Thoughts of an Octogenarian

No doubt each generation feels much the same:
We honour the past, but must accept blame
For what we pass on to the next generations,

And face concern for international relations.

Just when we need more cooperation,
With less confrontation and more conversation,
The egos of leaders and underhand actions

Create divisions and competitive factions.

No doubt our successors will find some solutions.
They'll need to if they're to avoid revolutions,
As people compete for finite resources

And try to manage strong natural forces.

We have to accept our diminishing role
As advancing years take a high toll.
We should hold to our faith and values long held,

And leave it to others to cope with the world.

Wit Hhanks to- o anonymows poet



The Fundraising Team - Still Going Strong
When we joined together as the Fundraising Team, back in 2018, we
were asked to raise £30,000 over three years. We thought this was too
big a task and decided we would aim for £20,000 instead and we would
call the campaign “"Funding the Future”.

Nearly four years later we have actually raised all of the £30,000, plus
more. We achieved the challenge given to us and would like to thank
everyone for their continued support.

With our challenge now complete we could have decided to “hang up
our fundraising hats” and call it a day, but as we still have plenty more
ideas and really enjoy working together, as well as the great support of
our fellow worshippers, we decided to carry on. We will keep “Funding
the Future”, supporting Christian Aid week, helping with the wellbeing
of our church community and now Wilmslow Youth, a new idea for 2022.

So what fundraising ideas have we got for 20227 As a team we read all
the ideas suggested by everyone in the church survey and have worked
these into our plans. Everything started to come together, the
WhatApps and emails started to flash up on our phones and it looks like
2022 will be another busy and exciting year for us.

*\" MAGIC VOICES ’f} o

Saturday 23rd April

At 7.30pm
Wilmslow United Reformed Church

Join us for an evening of music and cheese & wine
£10 a ticket

Please contact the Church Office
Email:wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Phone: 01625 532600

Our first event will be the Magic Voices choir which is being held on
Saturday 23rd April in church, an evening of popular songs with cheese
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and wine being served at the interval. If you are interested in coming
then please see one of our team or pop into the Undercroft Café to
purchase a ticket, £10 each.

This year is a very

special one as it is “
the Queen’s o

Platinum  Jubilee, | 5 >
giving an excellent - = = M
opportunity to get o
together and raise & <« “SAVE THE DATE \\\
funds for our ' |# ’

church’s future. A Celebratlon for

We will start the *'The Platinum Jubilee 'w
June bank holiday ==

weekend  with Z - "T\&Her Majesty the Oueen!’h"
WURC  royal \W ¥ >  Elizabeth I e
celebration. All ;_\ jé p }){/\\“
fam||y and friends ]omuslvox an evening of Z \7,(
are invied to jon %\ el d
us in the ChurCh %'\( Wilmslow United Reformed Church H“&'Y' <
halls for an evening Details to follow o &

of  entertainment

and good food on gt
Thursday 2nd June.

The dinner menu o

will be based on a ‘. \'0
royal theme and we P \
are running a "Jubilee Pudding” competition where everyone can submit
a recipe. The winning recipe will be served during the evening.

To carry on our royal theme, throughout July and August, we will be
inviting people to join us on another virtual walk. Last year's virtual walk
to Jerusalem via Santiago was such a success we decided that this year
we would walk to all the royal households in the UK. We will be putting
together a route and throughout the virtual walk we will email everyone
once a week to keep you informed as to where we are and which Royal
Households we have virtually visited.
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EVERY ROYAL RESIDENCE ACROSS THE UK

MAPPED

The royat famity owns any rumber of properties throughout the UK

But where do the royals hang ther hats? Tha map detals where each
tamvly member resides. ether regularly or durng certam tmes of yeor

QudCorns

Image from Fit for the Queen. Every Royal Residence In the UK, Illustrated -
CashNetUSA Blog



Please also look out for our new fundraising focus on supporting
Wilmslow Youth, a charity close to all of our hearts. Once we have a firm
plan we will be in touch to tell you all about it.

ILEE PUDDING
Competition

For the WURC celebration
of the

Queen'’s Platinum Jubilee

Thursday 2nd June 2022

You are invited to submit your recipe
for a simple Jubilee Pudding
The judges will be the Fundraising Team
The winner's pudding
will be made by the Fundraising Team
and served at the Jubilee Supper
Please note that the winning recipe
may be adjusted
when scaling up for large numbers

closing date for entries 30th April

Best wuhes, The Fundraising Team. Amanda, GUlie,
Kirsty, Peggy, Sonia and Wendy (Unstrations by Amanda
wsing Greeting Island app)



Recipe - Simnel Cupcakes

SIMNEL CUPCAKES are an Easter baking classic, often associated
with Mothering Sunday

Note: Baking time is based on a muffin tray with holes approximately
6cm wide and 2cm deep. The recipe yields 12-14 muffins if this size of
tray is used. Just adjust baking time if different tray dimensions are used.

Ingredients
1 large orange

250g mixed dried fruit

250g self-raising flour

1759 castor sugar

1 tsp mixed spice (1%2 tsp for a denser spice flavour)
Y2 level tsp nutmeg

175g unsalted butter (cut into small pieces, softened at room
temperature)

3 eggs
75ml milk
150g marzipan (rolled out and cut into thin discs)

For glace icing - icing sugar and 1 tsp of butter
(optional butter, cocoa powder)

Method
Line muffin tray with paper muffin cases

Mix dried fruit with the zest and juice of the orange and leave for an
hour to allow the fruit to absorb the liquid.
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Preheat oven to 180°C

Sift flour and spices into a large mixing bowl. Add castor sugar and mix
well.

Add butter, eggs and milk to dry ingredients and mix with a hand-held
electric whisk until light and fluffy (1-2 minutes)

Blend in the fruit/juice mixture.

Half fill the muffin cases with the batter.

Place marzipan discs in the half-filled muffin cases.
Spoon the remaining batter on top of the marzipan discs.

Bake for approximately 25 minutes or until the muffins are golden and
spring back on light pressure.

Leave the paper cases in the tray for a few minutes before moving to a
wire rack to cool.

When muffins are cold, top with glacé icing.

Quick Glacé Icing

Mix 1 tsp boiling water with 1 tsp butter. Add icing sugar to spreading
consistency. For chocolate icing add 1 tsp cocoa.




Responding to Climate Change

Our recent church survey confirmed that as a church and as individuals
we are interested in exploring ways we can reduce our carbon footprints.
What is a carbon footprint? A carbon footprint is the amount of
carbon produced by one or more people, organisations or groups. They
are produced by taking part in activities that produce carbon e.g. driving,
flying, heating a property, eating, cooking and much more.

There are numerous tools available on the internet that help in
calculating a carbon footprint. Some suggestions are: -

https://carbon-calculator.climatehero.me

https://www.uswitch.com/gas-electricity/guides/carbon-offsetting-calculator

Our intention is to gather the information to calculate the figure for the
church premises and then use that to generate suggestions on actions
to take to reduce our environmental impact. Major items for
consideration, such as photovoltaic cells and improved roof insulation in
the main church will then be considered by the Property Team.

We can also make a difference as individuals by modifying our lifestyle
and become more environmentally friendly by adopting ideas such as: -

. Opt for public transport, walking or cycling, when you can.

. When driving, keep your car and boot empty to avoid extra weight.
. Incorporating vegetarian and vegan meal alternatives, for a few
days of the week, can cut your diet’s carbon footprint in half over time.
. Use the cooler setting on the washing machine.

. Use the eco cycle on the dishwasher.

. Use jumpers instead of using the heating (where you can).

. Take shorter showers.

. Turn off plugs at the socket when not using them.

. Use energy-saving light bulbs - they may cost slightly more in the
short term but they will last longer over time.

. Request the installation of a smart meter to help track daily usage.
. Buy local produce as much as possible

. Use rainwater to water plants. The Admuniustration Team
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Have Coach - Will Travel

Unfortunately the days of coach travel with the Out and Abouters have
finished, certainly as trips with members of the URC and other friends.
The Committee decided that following the Pandemic and considering
the age and falling numbers wishing to make trips, the group should be
disbanded.

As a group we have been travelling with
McCarthy’'s company for over 30 years. On
holiday we have visited France, Spain,
Luxembourg, Holland, Scotland, Ireland,
Jersey and many places in England. We have
taken day trips to places of interest which we
could visit on a day trip. The coach company,
Roy McCarthy Coaches, are still operating
and publish a very comprehensive list of day
trips and holidays in their brochure. We
would recommend people who still wish to
travel to places advertised by McCarthy's to
contact the company direct.

Although it looks as though things are returning to near normality the
Committee have not convinced any new prospective members to take
on the roles which we now feel unable to carry forward.

We have had great fun and companionship on all these trips and many
memorable experiences which those who have travelled with us will be
able to tell you about.

Despite trying just to break even, over the years we have built up
balances, so the Committee will donate these to the ongoing work for
the future of the whole Church, including the Church charities.

We are certain that if anyone felt able to find a new formula to organise
similar trips for members and friends and with the important element of
Outreach, the Church members would be as supportive as they have
always been of the Out and Abouters.

The Owt and. Abowtersy Committee
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Poppy project

The poppy mountain is growing! If you
would like to join the Poppy Makers for
our display in Church in November,
please contact Wendy Williams or one of
the quilters and they will help set you up.
Cost of the wool is £1 and this makes 15
poppies. But if you have some of your
own red wool you are welcome to use
that. We need several hundred!!

wy Please send your photos and memories of the

Queen’s Coronation, Silver Jubilee or Golden Jubilee ASAP for

our next edition to newsletter@wilmslowurc.org.uk (@Q)
(GDL
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An Abbreviated History of the Bible

The Revised English Bible which we use in Church is an updated version
of the New English Bible which was first published in 1970. The Bible is a
collection of books from a wide variety of different sources. The Old
Testament books were written in Hebrew while the New Testament texts
are in Greek of the sort used at the time of Jesus. The Old Testament tells
the story of the Jewish people, while the New Testament picks up the
story from the birth of Jesus through his life, death and resurrection.
Then, after the story of the early Church in the book of Acts, come the
letters of Paul and others, ending with the Revelation of John.

The earliest surviving Greek version of the Hebrew scriptures is the
Septuagint, written in the second century BC for Jews of the diaspora.
The importance of it being in being in Greek is that that was the lingua
franca of the day, just as English is to-day. According to Jewish legend
the Septuagint was written by 72 Jewish scholars working independently
under Divine guidance. It was later translated into Latin by early Christian
scholars as they edited Hebrew scriptures with Christian ones to establish
the Biblical canon by the end of the 4t century AD.

Leaping forward to 1494, William Tyndale was born, who would become
a leading figure in the Protestant Reformation. He was a biblical scholar
and linguist who produced an English version of the Bible by translating
from the original Hebrew scrolls with some cross-referencing to the
Septuagint. The significance of this was enhanced by the fact that
another Londoner, William Caxton, had produced the first printing press.
Before this, documents could only be reproduced through copying by
hand, a very tedious process indeed. So, we had in London two dramatic
developments with the potential to change the lives of all mankind.

The next development in this abbreviated history was in 1611 with the
publication of the Authorised version of the Bible; the authorisation
came from King James 1, who oversaw the appointment of a number of
scholars to examine all available scrolls and other documents to produce
a contemporary version suited to Church of England rather than Puritan
tastes.
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It is interesting that the work was done in the days of William
Shakespeare, a highly literate and cultural time. There is a lilt to the
language of this translation such as the 23rd Psalm: "The Lord is my
shepherd, T shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures....... Many of us knew this off by heart in Sunday School.

The Authorised Version is still widely used, especially in Anglican
churches, at weddings and funerals. There has also been, since 1881 an
attempt to maintain Biblical truth but to express it in contemporary
language. Our Revised English Bible is in that tradition, although new
revisions continue to emerge. An Anglican friend of mine told me of a
proposed change: The term "girl" was regarded as demeaning and was
to be replaced by "young woman”. Hearing of this a midwife
commented, "so if  deliver a bouncing baby, I tell the parents either that
they have a boy, or that they have a young woman!” Using
contemporary language has difficulties. I found that the term “girl" only
appears once in the whole Bible. The purpose of the Bible is obviously to
educate and inform, so this must be the way forward, but obviously
needs great care!

Derek Tovrungton

The Laurence Singers

This year the Laurence Singers are celebrating their 50t anniversary with
a concert in our church on Saturday 2" April at 7:30pm featuring many
well-known and well-loved classical and popular choral items. There will
also be keyboard solos by Richard Brocklehurst and Lauren Turner. The
raffle will be in aid of Ukrainian Appeal. Tickets cost £10 and are available
from Cliff Crewe and Steve Wood.
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50th
Anniversary

Concert

Saturday 2nd April« \
7.30pm e i

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
Chapel Lane, SK9 1PR

Join the Laurence Singers for an evening of music
to celebrate 50 years of singing together.

Tickets £10

Contact: publicity@thelaurencesingers.org.uk
or call: 07790 363722

www.thelaurencesingers.org.uk Registered charity No.1107437
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Lunchtime Recital in May

We're very pleased to have restarted our Lunchtime Recital Series after
the long layoff. Our last one with the singers from Chetham'’s School of
Music was very successful with over 80 people attending. Our next one
is an instrumental recital with Lauren Turner (piano) and Sarah Atter
(flute) on Thursday May 12th at 12noon — 1.00pm in church. You may
remember that Lauren played for ‘Music for a Summer afternoon’ back
in 2020 which was a Zoom concert for the church Fundraising Team.
Both young ladies are graduates from the Royal Northern College of
Music and both have played a Thursday recital here before as members
of the Sterling Trio. Sarah has played as a freelance with the London
Mozart Players and the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra whilst
Lauren combines teaching with solo and accompanist work including
playing for the Laurence Singers.

As usual it is free entry to the recital but you have to pay to get out!
Consequently there is no need to buy tickets, but it's probably a good
idea to jot it down in your diary if your memory is as poor as mine. As
well as donating by cash the credit card facility we have now in the
vestibule is a welcome innovation for an increasing number of people.
So we look forward to welcoming people to this second recital in the
revived series and with a date in early May the weather may be so

improved as to tempt you out. CUSff Crewe

Judas Tree in
full flower, so called
in Cyprus as it
flowers at Easter.

This photo from
our neighbours’
garden, between
some olive trees.

Best wiushes,
Morton Coles
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Messy Church Everyone is Welcome
4-6pm in Wilmslow URC Halls, Chapel Lane.
3 April and 8" May

or just turn up.

Please bring a picnic tea — drinks are provided. Different theme &
activities each month. Children must be accompanied

messychurchwilmslow@gmail.com or 01625 532600

~

/

Since Jessie was only six months old

the

It began with singing nursery rhymes
at Thursday Tots with Jessie sat on my knee.

Church and try to go each time it is on,

A friendly, crafty get together reminding us
of the meaning of where we are from.

The reasons we go to Messy Church differ;

Ilo

like most mums, love a good natter.
Thomas loves the craft and the singing service,

Messy Church Family Poem

URC has been there for our family.

ve a chat with the volunteers and,

Whereas Jessie goes for the Code Breaker and cakes to nourlshI

Covid understandingly changed things,

But one thing remains consistent and that is the love

and fun Messy Church brings.

The community spirit is fantastic to see,

With each month's event leaving us feeling happy!

Love from Savaln, Chwis, Jessie and Thomas
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Book Club

The next book club meeting will be held on Monday
May 9% at 2pm in room A when we will discuss

‘The Lost Man’ by Jane Harper.

The Bright family’s quiet existence is thrown into
grief and anguish. Something had been

troubling Cameron. Did he lose hope and walk to his
death? Because if he didn't, the

isolation of the outback leaves few suspects.

Image and description from janeharper.com.au

The End of Luncheon Club )

Pat Crewe and the Luncheon Club cooks (Mrs Bolds) have now
reluctantly agreed that it is not possible to re-start Wednesday cooked
meals in the small hall as before Covid. They are very sad about this but
also very glad to have been part of this important and happy part of our
church life. 1t all began over 20 years ago when the Revd David Jenkins
suggested the idea. The large team of cooks and helpers have shared a
lot of friendship along with the meals and touched many lives.

sisliclulslTlAalrRID To celebrate Luncheon
Club’s long and illustrious
CIPITIEIQIA|AIHIP history and all its many
A/O|IE|E|JU|R|S|U|O volunteers and supporters
SINILIClAaTTIEIBIU here is a word search of
some of the popular
S|G|B|T|S|V|G|A|N foods. Words can be
EIEIMIRIHIMIAIR O found going up, down,
left, right. Some letters are
RIPIUIDIUIP|SIBIM used twice. Sponge pud,
OlUIRIPIEIAIUIBIL casserole, eton mess,
custard, squash, tart,
LID|C|J|U|K|A|LIA .
rhubarb, sausages, pie,
E{TIO|N|M|E|S|S]|S salmon, crumble, spud.
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Wilmslow Youth

My name is Kate and my family and I

have been part of the Messy Church ‘/
at URC since it began many years ago. ,
My daughter even took her first steps

in the church buildings so she really has grown up
there! I wanted to tell you all about a new
challenge I am undertaking, the Wilmslow half

marathon. Although I have run regularly for many years, I have never
run anything like this distance before so it's a good challenge for me.

I was inspired to take on this challenge to raise money for Wilmslow
Youth. Wilmslow Youth have been a massive support to our family, over
the last few months. At a time when children's mental health services
are overwhelmed, and it is increasingly difficult to access timely support,
Wilmslow Youth, through Wilmslow High School, have provided a safe
space to be once a week, and support from both peers and adults who
understand the difficulties, including trained counsellors. This support
has all been free of charge.

I have chosen to try and raise as much money as possible for Wilmslow
Youth to support their work and allow other families access to the care
and support that we have received. Thank you to everyone who has
sponsored me so far. If you haven't yet and would like to support me
on my run and help raise money for this important local cause I have a
Just Giving page online, link below. Thank you.

www.justgiving.com/kate-lowel4

For more information, please visit http://www.wilmslowyouth.com/

Friday Night Dinner Parenting Course
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The Repair Café

As an antidote to today’'s throwaway society the TV series Repair Shop
has proved very popular, promoting the ‘make do and mend’ attitude
that we seem to have lost in this age of rampant consumerism. We throw
away vast quantities of stuff, partly because most people today lack the
DIY skills and confidence to repair it and partly because manufacturers
discourage it by making spare parts hard to obtain or the internals of
appliances difficult to access. It's easier to throw the item away and buy
a new one.

Repair Cafés are similar to the Repair Shop (but without all the hugging
and kissing!). They are pop-up events held on regular dates in local
community centres such as church halls where people can bring broken
household items such as toys, furniture, woodwork, bikes, electrical
appliances etc. to be repaired for free (donations are welcome) by
knowledgeable volunteers.

The local Repair Cafés are run under the auspices of Transition Wilmslow
and the most recent was held at St Chad’s Church in Handforth on March
5th. It was a very successful event with a constant queue of people
waiting with their broken items and appliances. And there was a
seemingly limitless supply of delicious cakes and coffee to help pass the
waiting time. In all, 63 repairs were attempted with 23 being successfully
completed onsite (sometimes it is not possible to complete the repair
within the allotted time, in which case the repairer may offer to take the
item away and repair it at home). There is a mysterious algorithm
whereby these statistics can be converted into the amount of carbon
emissions saved and this gave an estimate of approximately 800kg saved
for the St Chad's event.

The next event takes place in our church halls on Saturday 25th June
from 10am till 1pm. If you have anything you think can be repaired do
bring it along. Even if you haven't, come and watch the action. It's quite
life affirming and the refreshments alone are worth the trip!

Andirenw Allen
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Bﬁ afr Caté

Bin it? No way!

TRANSITION WILMSLOW REPAIR CAFE

Bring an item for repair, and you will be shown how to, and encouraged to
help, in bringing it back to usability, by volunteer repairers.

Tea and Coffee and Cakes will be available
and donations will be most welcome.

N5

Saturday 25th June —10amto 1pm
Wilmslow URC Church Halls, SK9 1PR

For more information or to inform us about what you would like to bring
email: transitionwilmslow@gmail.com

o ¥
Wilmslow = g=
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Greater Manchester South and Cheshire Missional
Partnership

[ provided a short update on the Missional Partnership back in
September last year but thought it would be a good idea to put
something in the newsletter to explain and try and keep you informed.
It was a few years ago now that the North Western Synod of the URC
rearranged itself and created Missional Partnerships as groupings of
Churches to share discipleship, mission and ministry in their local
communities. We are part of the Greater Manchester South and Cheshire
Missional Partnership in what is a fairly large group of Churches. To date,
little has changed for us as a congregation at Wilmslow but it is likely
that in years to come the Partnership will play an increasing role in the
life of our Church and so, at the very least, we should try to be aware of
what is happening and where we want to, play some part in the activities.

There are currently fifteen Churches in our Missional Partnership: Heaton
Moor United Church, Edgeley Community Church and Trinity Cheadle (all
URC/Methodist) and Didsbury, Christ Church URC (Burnage and Parrs
Wood) Gatley, Ashton-on-Mersey, Sale, Altrincham (Trinity Hale and
Woodlands), Dandelion Community (Wythenshawe), Heald Green,
Cheadle Hulme, Bramhall, Wilmslow and Macclesfield and Bollington
URCs. The Partnership is currently served by two ministers, Revd Dr
Marion Tugwood and Revd Jonnie Hill. Some of you will remember
Marion from her time with us as a student minister and Jonnie's
ordination and induction was held in our Church building back in July.
Kirsty is an observer at our Partnership meetings but has been
ministering to and supporting some of the work over the past year.

One thing that the Partnership has begun to do is issue a monthly
newsletter. To sign up to receive the newsletter use the link:
http://eepurl.com/hK6nLP. This will hopefully be increasingly used to
keep us up to date on things that are happening and for us to share what
is happening in Wilmslow with the other Churches as well.
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Marion and Jonnie, alongside others, take services at the Churches in the
Partnership usually linked to when they are doing pieces of work with
them rather than on a rota basis. This is felt to be important as for that
short period people need to be able to see them and talk to them about
the work being done or the issue at hand. Given the number of Churches
a rota would leave large gaps between returning to a Church after a visit.
In addition, though, Marion and Jonnie have put together other services,
for example on 26" December, for anyone who wishes to receive them;
the next ones will be on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter
Saturday in a hybrid form to attend in person or online. The details of
times and locations plus the online link will be made available in the next
newsletter.

On a monthly basis there is a Partnership Service on the second Sunday
evening to which everyone is invited. The service is currently held on
Zoom, starting at 6:30pm.

https://usObweb.zoom.us/j/82181508988?pwd=b2N0S2IRKzRzSUpsem
ZNcThScnhhUT09 Meeting ID: 821 8150 8988 | Passcode: 716978

We also announced a few weeks ago that Missional Partnership Steering
Group has been exploring a call to ministry in the partnership with a
minister who is currently serving three churches in Zimbabwe. Following
a good and productive meeting by Zoom this minister has been
unanimously invited to “Preach with a View” and he has accepted the
invitation. Dates and timetable are still to be decided for a visit to the
UK, however, we expect this to take place over two weekends which will
allow him time to visit churches and their contexts, as well as to attend
social gatherings in order to meet informally. As soon as further
information on this is available we will share it with you so you can
participate as you wish. It is likely that the visit will include at least one
engagement in Wilmslow to see some of the things that are happening
in our locality.

I shall keep you updated but if you have any questions, let me know.

Steve Wood, yowr Missional Portnersivip representotive
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You may know that Jenny Gibbs has made the difficult decision to resign
from her role as Chair and Trustee of the charity because her husband
has a serious illness. Jenny has been excellent in this role and we are
hugely grateful for her work during the past six years.

We are delighted to welcome David Cash as our new Chairman and he
will become our fourth Trustee. In recent years, David has played a vital
role in organising our very successful Gardens Days, recruiting and
working with the Gardeners. You may have seen his Zoom presentation
during Lockdown when he gave us a wonderful tour of his favourite
gardens around the world — An Architect's Dozen.

We thank you all for your continuing support.
Roger Goddard, Dove Tonks, Helen Battilana (Trustees)

The Return of Souperday!

We are delighted to announce that, after a gap of two years,

we will be holding our always popular event on Saturday

26th March, raising funds for the charity. We have a new

venue — United Reformed Church, Church Halls, accessed
from Chapel Lane. We are most grateful to the Church for allowing us to
use their premises free of charge.

Please do note the requirement to reserve, in advance, 11:45 to 12:45 or
1-2pm email helenbattilana@gmail.com or phone 01625 250368 and
leave your contact number. This will allow us to ensure there is plenty of
space for you in the Halls and limiting the numbers will help our
volunteer staff to manage the event in this new location.

Please bring cash for paying your entry charge (£5:00, children £2) and
buying cakes etc. We can’t process bank card payments yet!

We do hope you can join us and enjoy a soup lunch for a good cause.
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! 15-21 May 2022

§ Christion Aid Week

Together, we can restore justice to our world.
:

o =

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like
Jessica's. The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and
drought have robbed her of the power to provide for her children.

And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in
Zimbabwe and around the globe. Without the fertiliser and food - like
wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable
families will be pushed even deeper into hunger.

But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you.

Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help Jessica set up water taps
on her farm, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought
giving her all she needs to turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope.
Join us this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope.

With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope
with our sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine
to Zimbabwe.

Text and image from Christian Aid Week 2022 - Christian Aid



https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

Church Weekly Recurring Events

For a full list please visit our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/

Mondays

The Undercroft Café 10-12:00 — everyone welcome

Monday Fellowship (Undercroft) 2-3.30 April 4th, 25t May 29, 16, 30t
Tuesdays

Junior Badminton (large hall) 6.30-7.30

Adult Badminton (large hall) 7.30-9.00

Wednesdays

The Undercroft Café 10-12:00 — everyone welcome

Midweek Reflections (church vestibule) 11.30-12, Apr 13%*, May 11*, Jun 8t
Thursdays

Ladies Badminton (large hall) 10-12

Brownies (large hall) 6.15-7.30

Fridays

Gardening Team (am)

Beavers (large hall) 6-7pm

Scouts (small & large hall) 7-9pm

Citizens Advice offer appointments in the church halls on
Wednesday mornings. Free confidential advice on benefits,

work, consumer, housing, money and other concemns. To book

an appointment please call 01625 432847.

To book space in the church rooms please email
bookings@wilmslowurc.org.uk or call the office on 01625 532600. Or visit
https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/hiring-rooms-in-our-buildings/

Thank you for all your compliments, comments and contributions
- .

The deadline for articles for the next edition is Fri 10¢" @
June (out Sun 26" June) 2022,

All contributions gratefully received at newsletter@wilmslowurc.org.uk
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