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Wilmslow United Reformed Church
Our church, in common with all worshipping communities of every
faith, is not currently allowed to conduct services of public
worship. The medical experts tell us it is safer for us all to keep our
distance from one another during the pandemic. This means we are all
going through upsetting separations from many people we love and
deeply care about at a time in the life of the world when we most want to
be close to them.
It is also extremely painful for all of us to be separated from our church
family. We won’t be able to celebrate Easter or mark the journey Jesus
made in Holy Week that led him to the cross, through death, to new life.
Thankfully, through the wonders of new technology we can share in a
short act of worship each week from Sunday March 29th onwards. I will
prepare and record it so it can be available on our website
www.wilmslowurc.org.uk from the Saturday evening. We will send
information about it to everyone on our church email list.
If you come across any people who would appreciate this resource then
please forward it to them. Should you discover some people from church
haven’t heard about it then please tell them where to find it.
Pastoral care for one another is more important than ever at a time like
this. Your first port of call for any need should be your pastoral elder. If
you don’t know who that is, can’t find their contact details, or they’re
unavailable please ring the church office on 01625 532600. Messages on
that number are being picked up regularly and will be re-directed to
another number should this be needed in future.
What matters more than anything is that, as followers of Jesus, we keep
ourselves centred in God’s light and love. There, we are safe and can be
fed and renewed. Then we can be sources of light and hope for others
too.
Kirsty Thorpe

for enquiries please contact the Church Office on
wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com or 01625 532600 Mon-Fri 10-12
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Bible Readings Sundays in April
This month we journey from Palm Sunday through Holy Week to the
wonderful celebration of Easter Day and beyond. Some of our readings
will be familiar to us, however let us be encouraged to read them and
discover fresh meaning and insight.
On Palm Sunday we follow the story when Jesus enters Jerusalem as a
Passover pilgrim for the last time, demonstrating how he brings in God’s
kingdom and setting the scene for the events of the coming week. The
Old Testament reading follows the same theme as we ponder the question
of why there is such opposition to one who brings God’s word.
On Easter Sunday we read Matthew’s colourful account of the first Easter
morning with two women discovering the empty tomb and experiencing
both fear and joy, followed by their delight in sharing the news with the
disciples that Jesus is raised from the dead. In the Old Testament we read
of Jeremiah’s hopes for his people’s future being grounded in God’s
faithful love.
The following Sunday we read of Jesus appearing to his disciples and
saying ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. The story is viewed through the eyes of
Thomas who has been initially left out through to him being included
when Jesus takes the time to speak directly to him. In reply, Thomas
speaks one of the most profound statements, ‘My Lord and my God’.
On the last Sunday of the month we explore how Jesus take time to
explain his own story. We hear how two disciples walk back from
Jerusalem to their home in Emmaus. They are in despair about the death
of Jesus when Jesus appears and walks beside them, but they do not
recognise him. He teaches them from the Scriptures and the disciples
realise Jesus’ identity when he breaks bread with them.
April 5th

Matthew 21: 1-11

Isaiah 50: 4-9a

April 12th

Matthew 28: 1-10

Jeremiah 31: 1-6

April 19th

John 20: 19-31

Acts 2: 14a, 22-32

April 26th

Luke 24: 13-35

Acts 2: 14a. 36-41

Fiona Wood
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Dear Friends,
Easter is going to be very different this year. It will be like no other
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus, and the new life he brings to the
whole world, that I have ever known. Instead of being able to come
together to worship as God’s people we have to stay apart from one
another. We are all coming to terms with a new reality where loving
someone means keeping at a distance from them. Only by preserving the
correct distance between one another can we help to protect the whole
community from transmitting the virus which is causing such devastation
and destruction to communities right around the world.
Usually my role is about bringing people together not keeping people
apart. A healthy church welcomes and encourages expressions of care and
appropriate respectful intimacy between people as ways to build the
fellowship. Nothing gladdens my heart more than seeing people gathered
to worship, sharing news around the tables in the Undercroft café or
eating together at Luncheon Club. We human beings need one another,
and as followers of Jesus we need other believers around and alongside
us, to encourage us on our journey. The strength we draw from communal
worship was obvious on March 15th, the last Sunday we were together in
church, as we sang ‘Guide me, O thou great Jehovah’. Many of us guessed,
I think, that we might not be able to worship together again for some
time. We sang with real energy and conviction: ‘I am weak, but thou are
mighty. Hold me with thy powerful hand.’
Missing Easter worship will be a real loss for us. There is nothing quite like
the experience of Holy Week, taking us from Palm Sunday through the
deepening darkness of the Tenebrae service to our shared worship with
Wilmslow Methodist Church on Good Friday. Then on Easter morning we
experience the moving sight of people bringing their individual flower to
place on the Easter cross in the vestibule. The moment during our opening
hymn when the cross is brought forward and set in the stone on the dais
is always a powerful witness to resurrection hope. This year none of these
things can happen as they normally would, in church, with us sharing the
story in readings, music, light and dark, or bread and wine.
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I do believe, even so, that God’s people can celebrate Easter when we are
apart from each other. Hymn 530 in Rejoice and Sing, ‘Living God, your
joyful Spirit’ gives us the clue: ‘As your bread may we be broken, scattered
in community.’ We can’t be true to Jesus who died, was buried and rose
again for us and for the life of the world, if we are not prepared to face
brokenness. There are cracks and flaws in each one of us and deep
divisions in our world, many of which show up more deeply at a time of
stress, pain, and loss like this. Some people are rising to the challenge of
the pandemic with acts of heroism as they care for the needs of others in
self-sacrificial ways. Others retreat into selfishness and downright
sinfulness in their total disregard for anyone else. Whether or not we’re
confined to the house, we can pray for those who most need our support
especially health and care workers, key workers who keep the world
running safely for everyone’s benefit.
Ministers of religion are on the Government’s list of key workers, which
means they’re allowed to work outside the home. As the crisis began one
of the GPs from Wilmslow Health Centre, our next door neighbours at
church, asked if I could draw together a team of church and wider
community volunteers to support the work of the pharmacy there.
Because I’ve been out and about in that role a lot in the last few days I’ve
been wearing my clerical shirt far more than usual. It feels important to let
people know that the Church is there for them. Even if our doors cannot
be open for worship our hearts must remain open to the needs of those
around us. The experts tell us that things are going to get worse before
they get better. Our prayers and steadiness are needed, not just by those
around us but by everyone we come into contact with and can influence
for the better. We may not be able to sing hymn 250 together on Easter
Sunday but as we keep in contact with each other electronically we can
show that we believe these great, mysterious words:
‘The strife is o’er, the battle done; now is the Victor’s
triumph won; O let the song of praise be sung: Alleluia’.
May God bless us and the whole world at Easter and for
evermore.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Report from the March Elders’ Meeting
A varied agenda awaited us for the March meeting ranging from changes
to the way in which scouting will be run in future, the need for a feasibility
study for the church halls and looking at the proposed budget for the
coming financial year. [The meeting was on March 2nd. The Editor]
We received a Missional Partnership update and heard that with a new
convenor in place for the latest meeting held at the end of February, the
meeting had proved to be a positive one.
A further valuation of the Manse to ascertain the level of Synod grant we
receive is based on a fair valuation had been requested using the criteria
set out by Synod. The new report should be with us by the middle of
March.
Pastoral news and concerns were prayerfully shared about our church
community and we reflected on the emotionally draining few weeks
experienced by Kirsty as she conducted a number of Services of
Thanksgiving for the lives of long standing members of the church.
We looked at an updated version of the Alcohol on Church Premises
policy. This now includes the Undercroft and gives much clearer guidelines
for the users of our premises detailing what we consider is acceptable.
It had been proposed by the Property Team that we have a feasibility
study produced for the updating of our church halls. This came with the
recommendation of both the Property Team and the Finance Team and
after discussion received the approval of the Elders.
Steve Wood was given the approval of the Elders for the proposed 2020
– 2021 budget. A presentation of this budget will be made at the March
Church Meeting.
The church meeting agenda was set and will include the above three items
in more detail along with team reports from both Worship and Outreach.
Updates on fund raising, membership, Synod and Missional Partnerships
will also feature.
The meeting ended in the usual way of sharing The Grace with each other.
Trudy Shepherd
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News from our Church Teams
Each year our church teams report to the Elders and Church Meeting on
what they have been doing and what they plan for the future. We’re
featuring these reports in the Newsletter because they deserve a wider
readership. The Editor
Budget 2020-21 and our Finances
It is extraordinary circumstances that mean I don’t get to share the Budget
for 2020-21 with you at Church Meeting and talk about where we are
financially. And because of those circumstances everything has changed
so what I would have said is not all relevant any more.
Firstly it is important to say that we are in a very different financial situation
to that which we found ourselves in at the end of the last financial year.
We are so grateful for those who prayerfully responded to our request for
people to review their voluntary giving and donations received; it has
made a difference. In addition, the work of the Fundraising Team has been
fantastic in the past twelve months with the running total (after expenses)
now having passed £14,000. Finally the past year has seen increased usage
of our Church premises by a wide variety of groups and therefore our
lettings income has increased significantly. Costs have generally been kept
under control which means we are on course for a surplus this year, well
ahead of budget which would enable us to put some funds aside for “a
rainy day”.
Given the current position we find ourselves in that is good news.
However, that will now need some revision and at the earliest possible
opportunity I will bring you a financial update and a revised Budget. I have
no immediate concerns about paying the bills over the next few months
but the Elders have asked me to keep this under review. The biggest
concerns will be lost rental income for the premises and not receiving
offertories on a Sunday morning.
In respect of the latter Colin Shepherd or I are happy to talk to anyone (by
phone obviously) who would like to change from giving using envelopes
to a standing order. Colin and I are also happy to have the envelopes
posted to us (with a cheque, not cash) or delivered through our letter
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boxes (left on the shelf in the porch in Colin’s case). We will then work out
a way of recording their receipt and banking them. The work of the Church
continues despite the current crisis and the fact that the building is closed;
funding mission and ministry as well as maintaining the building still
needs to happen and we are grateful for your continued support.
Thank you again for everything and please let me know if you have any
questions.
Steve Wood, Treasurer

Lady Anne Dodd
During the evening of
6 March, Gillie and
John Hanna and Sonia
and Ronnie Dykstra
transformed the Large
Hall into a tea shop fit
for a lady…Lady Anne
Dodd to be precise!
Early
the
next
morning, members of
the Fundraising Team
(Sonia, Gillie, Amanda
Dean
and
Peggy
Arnell)
formed
a
sandwich-making
assembly line and then
loaded 26 cake stands
with sandwiches and
home baking from
Gillie, Sonia, Wendy
Williams, Jenny Spiller
and Liz Mair. Twenty
six teapots and milk jugs were lined up ready for action.
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At 2pm, the 100 guests
began to assemble.
Art donated by the
artists who exhibited
their work at last
October’s Art Trail
attracted many takers
for the raffle tickets
which were presented
in their own miniature
teapot
by
David
Jackson and John
Hanna.
Guests were entertained with tales of Lady Anne’s own career and
reminiscences of life with Sir Ken Dodd. She kept everyone in fits of
laughter and it was only the temptation of the tea to follow that
persuaded the audience to let her stop so they could tuck into sandwiches
and cakes.
Kirsty’s thanks to Lady Anne included an explanation of the church’s
Funding the Future fund-raising activities for Wilmslow Youth. This
prompted several guests to go and have a look round the Undercroft to
see for themselves the space created by WURC for the wider community.
The
afternoon
raised £1200 for
Funding
the
Future.
Peggy Arnell
and the Tea
Time Team
with pictures
by Amanda
Dean
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Images from website and Instagram

Wilmslow Youth was thrilled to receive the Cheshire Community
Foundation (CCF) award for innovation for our collaborative projects with
two of our partner charities; Just Drop-In and Cre8. This award is given to
charities who have demonstrated excellence and impact in the projects
they have run.
The work that this award was specifically attributed to was our counselling
and parental support projects. CCF were impressed with the way our
charities are working in partnership, along with the way we are able to
offer wrap around support and aftercare through ROC Cafe.
Matt Williamson
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COVID-19 SuDoku challenge
Are you isolated? Then learn a
new skill and take part in the
COVID-19 SuDoku challenge.
This is a daily challenge for
those wanting to learn SuDoku
from the basic level.
Your newspaper (paper or
electronic) will probably have a
few examples of this puzzle each day. They are rated from the “simple or
easy” to the “Super Fiendish or Very Hard”. Waterstones sell books for
each level.
Start with the Easy version and gradually progress as your skill improves.
In three months’ time, when we are hopefully meeting back in Church, the
Coronavirus SuDoku Challenge Cup will be awarded during coffee to the
person making most progress over this period of time.
We probably have a member already at the Super Fiendish level. If that is
the case then we will ask them to award the trophy.
The judges decision will be final and no appeals allowed.
Marshal Wood

Transition Wilmslow
In order to help safeguard the public due to the potential effects of
coronavirus, we have decided to cancel our repair cafe planned for
Saturday 28th March at St Chad's, Handforth.
Our next repair café is now planned for Saturday 20th June at St John's
Lindow. We hope that this will still be able to go ahead, but we will update
you nearer the time.
Ken Wallace, on behalf of Transition Wilmslow
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Wilmslow Wells for Africa – Souperday

Thank you for the support given to us at
Souperday on March 7th and for the generosity
that you have shown. We raised a wonderful
£1280. Even though the footfall was down by
40%, due to people's generosity, the final total is only marginally lower.
So thank you for your kindness that enables us to fund more projects.
Jenny Gibbs (Chair of WWfA)

Messy Church
is Temporarily Suspended
we hope to see you soon
messychurchwilmslow@gmail.com
or 01625 532600
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Christian Aid Week
May 10 – 16 2020
We have received this message from
the Chief Executive of Christian Aid. As
we thought house to house collections will not take place in 2020.
However Christian Aid are looking at alternative fundraising activities such
as bucket collections and delivery only envelopes. Obviously these
activities could only take place if there are people available outside of any
government selected risk group at the time. We cannot look into the
future but if circumstances allow us to raise money for Christian Aid during
CAW, I am confident we will do our very best.
I would like to pay special thanks to Isobel Chetwood, secretary of
Churches Together in Wilmslow. Isobel suggested that the church families
meet up for a lunch together in better circumstances to support Christian
Aid after the cessation of Lent lunches. I hope and pray that this will be a
wonderful time of shared communion and friendship after we have
endured what looks like very difficult times ahead.
May God’s peace be with us all.
Cathy Fozard, Wilmslow Christian Aid Organiser

Dear Mrs Fozard,
As all of our thoughts are on the Covid-19 situation, we wanted to share
an update on Christian Aid’s response. We value our volunteers
enormously and want to ensure you all keep safe when fundraising for
Christian Aid Week. The health and safety of our communities including
loyal supporters like you, is of the utmost importance to us and we are
monitoring the situation on a daily basis.
Many of you will have been planning house to house collections and
events. Under the current circumstances, sadly, house to house collections
should not go ahead. In particular, along with many churches, events such
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as Big Brekkies or Lent lunches, where food is shared, cannot go ahead.
We are looking at alternative ways to virtually meet, share and pray with
supporters over the coming months in the likely absence of physical
church services.
We are working on alternative plans that will allow people to take part in
Christian Aid week in different, creative ways – by post, by text and online,
that strengthen our communities during this challenging time. Christian
Aid Week is our single most important fundraiser, so we would welcome
your ideas on how we can creatively show love for our neighbours, at
home and abroad, as a community.
Christian Aid and our partners already have experience of limiting the
spread of infection during the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this
experience to continue to stand together with communities living in
poverty during this period. If infection rates start to develop as they are in
Europe, then people in poorer countries will be hit even harder. Many are
already living with reduced health resilience because of extreme poverty,
or in overcrowded humanitarian camps and in countries which do not
have the healthcare infrastructures needed to combat widespread disease.
We will be working on the ground to help prepare communities to limit
the impact of Covid-19. Please pray for us in this vital work and support
us by making an online donation.
We are praying for all those affected by this new virus, both in Britain and
overseas, for all those working on the frontline and for wisdom for our
leaders. We will continue to monitor the situation as it evolves. During this
challenging time, we all need to take seriously the science and advice
being offered, remaining calm but vigilant.
I am keeping you all in my prayers.

With every blessing,

Amanda Khozi Mukwashi, Chief Executive Christian Aid
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From https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
With every gift, we help Rose stop this climate crisis

In Kenya, the rains haven’t come. Again. For villagers who farm the land
that means life is getting even harder. Rivers are bone dry, and crops
wither in the fields. The drought is starving people of food, water and the
chance to earn a living.
At 67 years of age, Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her
grandchildren. She tries hard to give them the kind of life she remembers
from when she was a girl: when the rivers flowed with water and the crops
bore fruit.
Grandmother Rose shouldn’t have to go hungry. A simple earth dam, built
with the help of Christian Aid’s partners and your donations, could
completely change her life. This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the
hundreds of thousands of our supporters who give, act and pray to stop
the climate crisis driving people like Rose to hunger.
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Book Club
At our meeting in March we discussed ‘The Second

Sleep’ by Robert Harris.
This book is currently top of many of the reading lists,
and for good reason. It encouraged a lot of discussion
at the book club meeting as we all tried to understand
the conflicting information that the text threw at us as
we are told that the year is 1468.
It is described as a genre bending thriller and we follow the destiny of a
young cleric who has been sent to arrange the funeral of the village priest.
However, life is never as simple as it seems and we become involved in his
quest for forbidden truth and learn a lot about society in general and
history at its most obscure.
Most of the group said that they were glad that they had read it but I was
informed that there was a 50 50 split of those who had got it, and those
where it was a work in progress!

Book club is suspended at present but
the next book we will discuss is ‘The Salt
Path’ by Raynor Winn.
This book is part travelogue and part memoir. Days after
Raynor learns that her husband of 32 years is terminally
ill, they lose their home and their livelihood. With
nothing left, impulsively they decide to walk the 630
mile South West Coastal path.
And at the following meeting we will discuss ‘On

Chapel Sands – my mother and other missing
persons’ by Laura Cumming.
All welcome whether you have read the book or not.
Pat Crewe
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Food friend
Thanks to everyone for your gifts of food and toiletries to Rainbow Haven.
Because the trip to East Manchester seemed an unnecessary journey we
took everything to Food Friend at St Bart’s parish church instead. We know
you will be as generous as ever once we are able to donate again.
Val Lane and Kirsty Thorpe

£2 Jam Jars
Thanks to all those collecting £2 coins in jam jars.
The new total stands at £4,454 (including gift aid)

Diary
We apologise that none of the regular activities are taking place at the
moment due to COVID-19. We hope to be able to resume normal
service as soon as possible, the Elders and Minister will decide when this
will be and they will be guided by government advice.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.

The situation regarding future editions of this newsletter remains under
review but we hope to produce a monthly newsletter and send it via
email, it will also be available on the website.
Please email copy for the May 2020 edition by Friday 10th Apr 2020
to Juliet and Trudy at newsletter@wilmslowurc.org.uk
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 26th April 2020
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