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Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and are
friends of this community. If you normally worship elsewhere,
please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during March 2020
Sunday March 1st – 1st in Lent
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday March 8th – 2nd in Lent
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday March 15th – 3rd in Lent
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Mothering Sunday March 22nd - 4th in Lent
10.30am Morning Worship led by a Worship Team
Sunday March 29th – 5th in Lent
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Palm Sunday April 5th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister

for enquiries please contact the Church Office on
wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com or 01625 532600 Mon-Fri 10-12
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Bible Readings Sundays in March
The readings for March lead us through Lent towards the resurrection joy
of Easter Day. The first set of readings help us to explore how to be wise
in a world that distorts what we want and what we need. The familiar story
of Adam and Eve shows how testing the obedience of the first man and
woman to God reveals their loyalty to their own desires. The three
temptations that Jesus suffered in the wilderness tried to distort his power
to meet basic human needs. Jesus sealed his victory over Satan by rooting
himself in the wisdom of Scripture and prayer.
The following week we focus on the risks we need to take as we try to be
faithful to God. In Genesis Abram’s trust in God’s promise is a sure sign of
life-giving faith that extends God’s blessing to his descendants.
Nicodemus also finds himself taking risks and feeling unsettled but like
Abram, he finds his faith to be life-changing and affirming.
Next Exodus reveals how scarce food and water become a source of
testing in the wilderness. Moses takes the people’s complaints as a test of
God’s promise but God responds by providing water from a rock. The
Gospel shows Jesus meeting a marginalised Samaritan woman as she
collects water in the heat of the day. Engaging her in conversation he helps
her to find out for herself his true identity. Our Mothering Sunday worship
will reflect on mothers, midwives and others who nurture us.
On the last Sunday in March the prophet Ezekiel has a vision of life
transformed by the presence of the Spirit of God. John’s gospel tells how
Jesus brings his friend Lazarus back to life from the tomb, so sealing his
own future fate at the hands of the Jewish authorities.
March 1st

Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7

Matthew 4: 1-11

March 8th

Genesis 12: 1-4a

John 3: 1-17

March 15th

Exodus 17: 1-7

John 4: 5-42

March 22nd

Exodus 2: 1-10

March 29th

Ezekiel 37: 1-14

John 11: 1-45

Fiona Wood
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Dear Friends,
There’s a radio programme which I
sometimes catch and always find
interesting when I do so. It’s called
‘Ramblings’, is on Radio 4 and is
presented by Clare Balding, whom I
Image from
always find an attractive and lively https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006xrr2
broadcaster. The format of the programme is incredibly simple. All that
happens is that we listen in on Clare walking somewhere in the
countryside. Each time she is in the company of a different group of
notable and interesting companions with whom she has conversations as
they tackle hills, tracks, streams and footpaths together. They describe the
landscape they’re walking through, they talk about their fellow walkers
and they share what walking means to them. (link to BBC radio 4 ‘Ramblings’
webpage for programs https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006xrr2)
‘Ramblings’ has been going for years – they’re now onto series 41 – and
my ears pricked up recently when I heard from friends in South Wales that
Clare would be walking with them last week. Believe it or not the
programme had chosen to make their first visit to Wales on one of the
wettest days you could possibly imagine, right in the middle of the serious
February floods. It wasn’t the sort of weather when anyone in their right
mind would choose to walk in the South Wales valleys. That, though, is
exactly what Clare Balding and the production team did. The result will be
an edition of the programme featuring some voices we’ll recognise from
Llanfair church, Penrhys including Sharon Rees and Rob Moverley. The
walkers followed part of the newly-revived pilgrimage route from Cardiff
to the Rhondda mountain top where Penrhys housing estate rises up the
mountain behind a large statue of the Virgin Mary. Near to the statue is
an ancient spring dedicated to Saint Mary (Llanfair in Welsh). The resulting
episode is due to be aired at the end of March.
For several years I have heard friends in Llanfair share their vision of restarting this pilgrimage route. Like all things worth doing it’s taken time
and effort from a large number of people to make it happen. Back in the
Middle Ages the pilgrimage to Our Lady of Penrhys was one of the most
important holy walks you could make in Wales. Starting from Llandaff, on
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the edge of Cardiff, the trail winds its way up through the Rhondda Valley.
It climaxes with the steep climb up to Penrhys and a chance to visit the
ancient well. Over the years the route had fallen out of use and some bits
have needed repair. A Working Party has been re-mapping it, checking it
for public rights of way, and arranging for waymarks to go up as a guide
for walkers. Links have also been growing with communities along the
pilgrim route, so local school children and community artists can discover
more about what life would have been like for the first pilgrims who
walked the route. Today’s potential pilgrims can prepare for their journey
by visiting www.facebook.com/penrhyspilgrimage
The link with Llandaff, where the pilgrimage starts, is even more significant
this year as it’s the Cathedral’s 900th anniversary. A special service to mark
the re-launching of the link with Penrhys will take place in the Cathedral
soon. It will be fascinating to see who chooses to walk the pilgrim way and
what they make of the welcome they’ll receive at Llanfair when they visit
the church at the end of their journey.
The group which walked with Clare Balding, on a very wet February day,
went from a community centre in Trebanog to Penrhys across Mynydd
Dinas. Everyone made it to the church and, despite all the rain, the going
was bouncy and mossy on the top of the mountain.
There are plenty of other dreams which the Working Group have on their
list. They are certainly not losing energy or focus and neither are they in
any danger of resting on their laurels now, despite making such major
progress in terms of launching and publicising the pilgrim way. I am
deeply impressed by what they’re doing. Walking alongside other people,
whether or not you intend to do it as a holy act, is a brilliant way of
opening up conversation and potentially meeting God through the things
you share. It allows people to engage on a much deeper
level than simply spending the time of day with one
another in other circumstance. Being able to enjoy fresh air
and beautiful scenery at the same time are good for our
bodies and our souls. We are reminded, in powerful yet
simple ways, of the goodness of God’s creation. We don’t
all have to battle up hillsides in sheets of Welsh rain to do
it, either! Happy ramblings.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Report from the February Elders’ Meeting
The opening devotions were followed by approval of the January minutes.
Ken Wallace then presented the Outreach Team report and discussion
took place about enhancement of signage around our buildings to raise
the profile of WURC within the local community. Warm thanks were
expressed to the Outreach Team for their positive, forward thinking
approach to work completed and in progress.
Michael Williams provided feedback from the Missional Partnership
Steering Group. Details of a new convener for the Steering Group were
shared and this was perceived by our representatives as a positive
development. Michael reminded the meeting of the Elders training events
which have been announced to support churches within the Partnership.
It was agreed that Kirsty would list those parts of her role that are not
immediately visible in order to ensure that relevant training can be
planned over the coming months as preparation for the future.
Steve Wood updated the meeting on progress towards ensuring a fair
valuation of the manse. This will inform decisions regarding the ultimate
allocation of the synod grant to be received by WURC in lieu of the manse.
Martin Duguid gave information on the completion of the annual selfassessment form which Synod requires by March 6th 2020. Michael
Williams said that the 2020 Church Family List will be available from midFebruary. Previous versions can be disposed of in the confidential waste
bag in the church office.
In her Minister’s Report, Kirsty spoke of the current pastoral work that is
being carried out, sharing news and areas where support is most needed.
There was rejoicing that the church has new attenders and is slowly
becoming more multicultural.
Richard Wood reported on work to complete the church’s application for
a URC Community Project Award relating to the Undercroft Café sessions
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and other ways in which
that space is being developed and used by the Church.
Iain Duncan shared information relating to the Uniformed Organisations.
Scouting is working towards independent management for the Cubs and
Beavers by their own internal leadership teams.
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Martin Duguid introduced a proposal from the Property Team about a
Feasibility Study on the upgrading of the Church halls. This will be
discussed in greater detail by Finance Team and at the next Elders’
meeting. The meeting closed with the saying of the Grace.
Carole Carne

Greetings from South London.
I would like to send my sincere thanks to
everyone at Wilmslow Messy Church. Val, Sonia
and I journeyed up from St. Andrew’s Brockley to
come and join you for Messy Church in February.
We have been having conversations at St.
Andrew’s about how we might offer more
focussed youth ministry in Brockley. A
suggestion was made that Messy Church might
be an option… and at that point, there was
nowhere else we could go to see a successful,
loving and busy Messy Church in action.
Thank you for the incredible welcome and hospitality you showed to all
of us, it was really lovely to come back and visit you all again (and of course
thank you for the cups of tea that were very much on standby).
Unbelievably, it’s now been just over eighteen months since that
ridiculously hot day of my Ordination. Brockley and New Cross continue
to be busy, challenging, hilarious and a whole range of new experiences
… sometimes all at the same time. It has been lovely to have occasional
surprise visits from my ‘northern’ friends too.
Sometimes, it’s great to stop and reflect on just how much we have
changed in the past year and a half, there is a long way to go and a lot to
do, but change has been happening.
Thank you again for all of your continuing support, hospitality and love.
God bless,
John Grundy
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News from our Church Teams
Each year our church teams report to the Elders and Church Meeting on
what they have been doing and what they plan for the future. We’re
featuring these reports in the Newsletter because they deserve a wider
readership. The Editor
Here is Ken Wallace’s convener report for the Outreach Team: ‘Early in
2019, Wendy left our team having served as a member and our secretary
for more than 10 years and we thanked her for her valued contribution.
Peggy has replaced Wendy as secretary. Our website continues to have
numerous visitors and is kept up to date with events taking place at our
Church. Lisa still updates our Church and Messy Church Facebook pages
regularly with up-and-coming information.
Iain Duncan supervised the full launching of the Hallmaster halls booking
system in late spring and we helped by making the system accessible
through the website. The digital display in the main halls vestibule is still
in regular use and now displays the activities which are taking place in our
halls during the coming week. Iain is also doing a great job keeping this
up to date. Our newsletter continues to keep up its good standard, thanks
to Juliet’s much valued contribution.
The external noticeboards continue to be kept full of topical and eyecatching information throughout the year with posters created by Gillie
and her small team. Plans are being made to replace the two outside
noticeboards which are leaking. We continue to encourage contributors
of the internal noticeboards to display their posters of Church related
events on printed paper of A3 size.
A number of our team and Elders attended the Christian Resources
exhibition in Manchester and gleaned ideas for future development.
The ‘Welcome Pack’ and our multimedia platforms (e.g. newsletter,
Facebook and website) continue to be popular with our visitors and
newcomers to Wilmslow, and the information within is kept up to date
with not only activities that our Church provides, but those of the wider
community which we are keen to encourage people to support (e.g.
Transition Wilmslow Repair Café).
8

The Undercroft continues to be an important hub in our community,
especially with the café which is now open and well attended three
mornings a week, the ROC café and the considerable amount of valued
activities provided by Wilmslow Youth. We are grateful to the willing
volunteers who serve in the café on weekdays and Sundays.
We helped with the organization of our Church’s 175th anniversary
celebratory service and lunch in 2019.
The Art Trail 2019 took place in October in one venue, namely, our church
halls with all participating artists displaying their creations in our halls. The
event was well attended, and lunches and refreshments were provided in
the Undercroft. It also provided the opportunity for parents and
grandparents to see the space where the ROC café takes place.
Ken Wallace

Offertory Arrangements
Will those who are in the envelope scheme (also called the freewill
offertory scheme) please note that the new envelopes for the 2020/21
financial year are now available in the church vestibule. Please ensure you
have collected your envelopes by the beginning of April.
For those who are not part of the envelope scheme or do not give by
standing order would you like to do so? Giving to the church by way of
either of these two schemes on a regular basis makes life a lot simpler for
our Treasurer and using a standing order also helps reduce the risks of
handling cash. I am happy to talk to anyone who is interested in starting
in the envelope scheme or using a standing order but is not sure what this
involves.
Finally, have you increased your level of giving in recent years? Some have
but others haven’t and sadly our costs do not go down but keep going
up. Please consider whether you can increase your regular giving to the
church. You do not have to tell me or the treasurer, just quietly place larger
sums in the envelopes or instruct your bank to increase your standing
order. Again I am happy to help if you need assistance. Thank you.
Colin Shepherd
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Lent 2020 – 40 Days to Change our World
Lent is a time when we can all prepare for Holy Week and Easter. This year
we’re invited to focus on caring better for our world using ‘#Live Lent: Care
for God’s Creation’, materials from the Church of England. Each day there
is a bible reading, a short reflection and an action to help us live in greater
harmony with God, with our neighbor and with nature.
One way to get involved is to join a Lent group for as many of the five
weekly sessions as you can. These will be on Tuesdays at the Friends
Meeting House, Bourne Street, 7.15-8.45pm March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
and 31st or in our Undercroft on Thursdays March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
and April 2nd from 7.30-9.0pm. Anyone is welcome to come along – invite
friends to join us by all means.
Another option is to buy a copy of the booklet to follow at home. These
cost £2 and will be on sale at the evening sessions and the Lent Lunches.
Alternatively you can sign up to the App #Live Lent which has all the
material from the booklet. This way you can be involved in Lent 2020
wherever you are whatever you’re doing.
Anyone who’s in Wilmslow on Tuesday lunchtimes in Lent is invited to join
Churches Together in Wilmslow’s Lent Lunches at Dean Row Chapel, 12
to 1.30. These begin on Tuesday March 3rd and take place each week
throughout the month. Wilmslow URC are providing the soup, bread,
cheese and fruit on Tuesday March 10th. As usual, all proceeds go towards
our Christian Aid Week total.
If you want to know any more about any of these events please ask me.
We will re-start our Wednesday evening Bible studies after Easter.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Church Family Lists
The 2020 Church Family List booklets are
now available, thanks to a lot of careful
work by Michael Williams with help from
some others. Everyone who is a church
member or a regular worshipper should either already have been given a
copy for their own personal use or be about to receive one. They are
distributed by the 19 Pastoral Elders who each have a pastoral list. If you
haven’t received a Church Family List, and would like to have one, please
have a word with me or Doug Macdonald and Hilary Sills, the pastoral coordinators. For households which need to have more than one copy that
can be possible too – just let us know.
There is a lot of useful content in the booklets. They include a list of people
with significant roles and the back inside page has the full list of Pastoral
Elders. Those Elders whose names appear in bold type are currently
serving on the Elders meeting. Those in light type are ‘non serving Elders’
– but only in the sense that they’re not attending Elders meetings, because
they’re certainly very active in other ways! Each Pastoral Elder has a
number, which appears by the names of those they care for in the list of
names, addresses, telephone numbers and emails.
As these booklets contain a lot of valuable and personal information it’s
up to all of us to keep them safe. Please don’t leave your copy lying around
in a place where it could be picked up by someone from outside our
church fellowship. If you keep a copy in your car please make sure it’s in
a glove pocket, not in full view through the window.
To encourage safe disposal of the 2019 booklets we’re once more offering
a shredding service through church. Just bring in your old copy on a
Sunday morning and we’ll make sure it’s safely disposed of.
It’s a major task keeping our database up to date all the time and being
able to stay in touch with each other is a great help in building our
fellowship. Thank you for sharing your information with us. Please let us
know of any mistakes you find in the booklets and keep us in the loop
when your contact details change in the coming months. Many thanks.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Lunchtime Concerts
Our February Lunchtime concert with young singers from Chetham’s
School of Music went very well. They performed a varied programme with
lieder, operatic items, pieces from a variety of oratorios, English Art Songs
and even a Barbers’ Shop line-up. The young people were smartly dressed,
well turned out and presented themselves well. They gave short, clearly
delivered introductions to what they would be singing which were much
appreciated by our audience. As the 10 or so singers and four pianists
were all in Year 13 they will be leaving Chet’s this summer. The good news
is, however, that their teachers will be delighted to return again next year
for our spring Lunchtime Concert.
Looking ahead this year, our summer concert on Thursday May 14th will
be given by young Manchester-based solo guitarist James Girling. He will
deliver a classical programme for us but his wide-ranging musical talents
also take in jazz as well as African rhythms. Even more impressively he not
only plays guitar but also composes and arranges music for the
instrument. This is a young performer to watch, as his performances this
year will take him as far north as Glasgow and as far south as Cornwall. He
also plays with a number of other line-ups with whom he will visiting
festivals on the continent this year. He is a graduate of the Royal Northern
College of Music.
To round off the year we’ll be welcoming back members of the Lindow
Ensemble in a smaller, chamber format to perform a varied classical
programme on Thursday October 29th. These talented string players have
enjoyed performing in our church several times already and it will be a
pleasure to hear them again.
It has been an interesting and encouraging process, to see our church
becoming a regular venue for musical performances over the last few
years. This not only means we have the chance to enjoy a wide range of
music but it also brings new people over our threshold which is always a
good thing.

Cliff Crewe
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News from Rainbow Haven
When we took our latest gifts to Rainbow Haven refugees and asylum
seeker project in Gorton, east Manchester, we heard a lot of news. The
church hall where most of their work with clients goes on is having some
much-needed building alterations. These were hopefully going to be done
in time for the project’s reopening after their half term break. The advisers
have needed somewhere to write up notes after
seeing people to help with their problems. There’s
also been a shortage of space in which to interview
people because there is only one office offering
privacy. Now there will be two cubicles and another
work space in the former crèche area. The crèche is
now at the back of the church hall.
Sissay Kahin, the casework coordinator, said how
Sissay Kahin
busy they have been since Christmas. For the first
time they’re getting refugees from Yemen alongside those from Syria,
Afghanistan and Africa. Local people in desperate need have also been in
to ask for supplies from the food bank and the Rainbow Haven staff help
them.
They are very grateful for all our support. Here
are the toiletry items we can helpfully donate:
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, razors, shaving
cream, shampoo, toilet rolls, ultra-absorbent
sanitary towels and nappies. Rainbow Haven
also helps a growing number of individuals who
are destitute by giving them food parcels. Tins
are really useful for the parcels,
containing tomatoes, chick
peas,
peaches, baked beans, red kidney beans,
carrots, sardines, peas or sweet corn.
Other useful items to donate are
breakfast cereals, biscuits, tea, coffee,
sugar, cooking oil, rice and pasta.
Kirsty Thorpe
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https://www.christianbiblereference.org/Crossword/cw_00-07.htm
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A reminder about the training
which the Messy Church leaders
have organised and which the church has paid for. This will be delivered
by Tom Donaghue, a member of the National Messy Church Team. It’s
open to everyone and we really hope that all who have an interest in
Messy Church will make every effort to come along; whether you normally
help in the kitchen, on a craft, with the music and technology, as an extra
pair of hands, or whether you have yet to become involved, just come
along on Wednesday 11th March from 6.15pm to 9.15pm in the
church vestibule. Refreshments will be served.
Valerie, Gillie, Carole, Liz, Sylvia, Cathy

Messy Church
Everyone is Welcome
4-6pm in Wilmslow URC Halls, Chapel Lane. Upcoming dates are:
1st March, 5th April, 3rd May, 7th June, 5th July, 6th September,
4th October, 1st November, 6th December
messychurchwilmslow@gmail.com or 01625 532600 or just turn up.
Please bring a picnic tea – drinks are provided.
Different theme & activities each month. Children must be accompanied.

Communion Sunday - Rainbow Haven Contributions
On communion Sunday, March 15th, if you would like to, please
bring toiletries, toilet rolls, ultra-absorbent sanitary towels,
nappies. Tins of food eg tomatoes, chick peas, peaches, baked beans, red
kidney beans, carrots, sardines, peas or sweet corn. Or breakfast cereals,
biscuits, tea, coffee, sugar, cooking oil, rice and pasta. Donations may be
put in the box in the vestibule at any time and will be added to those
donated after communion Sunday. Than you.
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Val Lane

Focus on Fundraising
Our next fundraising foray will be an afternoon tea with
Lady Anne Dodd, widow of Sir Ken, who will talk about
her life with the much-loved comedian, singer,
performer and national treasure. She has kindly agreed
to visit us because she’s heard about our commitment
to serving the community around us, young and old,
which is why we’ve invested so much in improving our
buildings. This event is sold out. Kirsty Thorpe

Feedback on our Fundraising
‘Your mission, should you wish to accept it…’ were the words with which
the TV series ‘Mission: Impossible’ began in the 1970s. Just over a year
ago the Fundraising Team accepted the challenge of helping us all to raise
£30,000 by March 2021, so refilling our coffers after the cost of
refurbishing our buildings in 2017. The amazing news is that as of the
middle February we have raised £11,924, a very impressive amount.
The Bingo, pies and peas evening in January was as much about having
fun as raising money. Even so it brought in £440. Tickets have quickly sold
out for the afternoon tea with Lady Anne Dodd and we hope to raise
around £600 through that event. Jam jars have brought in an incredible
£4,214 so far and the £2 coins keep coming in.
Two dates for your diary are the Wimbledon Ladies singles final, to be
shown in the Undercroft on the big screen with summer refreshments on
Saturday July 11th and a Last Night the Proms spectacular, also in the
Undercroft on Saturday September 12th in the evening. Thanks to all our
worshippers, attached groups and friends for their help so far.
The Fundraising Team

£2 Jam Jars
Thanks to all those collecting £2 coins in jam jars.
The new total stands at £ £4,215 (including gift aid)
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Smile 😊 and Raise Money
I know that not everyone buys goods and services online (via the internet)
but I also imagine that a number of you do. If so, this is for you to think
about. With a couple of small changes you could be helping to raise
money for Church.

We have been part of Easyfundraising for a few years now and 25
supporters have now raised £453. Please go to
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wilmslowurc/
Before you start shopping and search for a retailer; there are a large
number of opportunities including John Lewis and Marks and Spencers
plus Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tescos etc etc. Have a look and see whether
the online shop that you use is included in the scheme. All you need to do
is access their site via easyfundraising and it will activate a donation.
Until recently Amazon was included in the easyfundraising scheme but
they have now pulled out. However, if you use Amazon you can still raise
money for Church.

Instead of starting at amazon.co.uk, start at https://smile.amazon.co.uk/–
this allows you to select a charity to support and Wilmslow United
Reformed Church Charity is now listed.
We receive 0.5% of the net purchase price for everything bought. Once
again, just a little thought before buying and we can benefit.
So carry on buying, raise some money for Church……… and Smile
Steve Wood
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😉

The news increasingly features horrific reports of events related to climate
change and our hearts and thoughts go out to those people around the
world who are impacted by them.
Through our membership of Eco Church we are making a contribution to
combatting the climate effects and through articles in this Newsletter we,
at a personal level, can also take action.
Here are some simple steps we should consider.
•
Green energy: Investigate switching to a 100% renewable
electricity. Initially speak to your existing supplier; otherwise use one of
the switching sites.
•

Energy efficiency: Change old light bulbs to low energy LED lights.

•
Simplify: Simplify your life as much as possible. Only keep
belongings that you use/enjoy on a regular basis. By making the effort to
reduce what you own, you will naturally purchase less/create less waste in
the future.
•
Reduce Purchases: In general, think before you buy any product do you really need it? How did the production of this item impact the
environment and what further effects will there be with the disposal of the
product (and associated packaging materials)? When you are thinking
about buying something, try the 30-Day Rule -- wait 30 days after the first
time you decide you want a product to really make your decision. This will
eliminate impulse buying.
•
Replace Disposables: Wherever possible, replace disposable
products with reusable ones (i.e., razor, food storage, batteries, coffee
filters,) and use your own bag for loose fruit and veg.
•
Bring back the clothesline!: Using a clothesline instead of a tumble
drier to dry your clothes whenever possible is a great way to reduce
carbon emissions.
The Administration Team
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Wilmslow Wells for Africa - Souperday
A choice of homemade soup and bread with a hot drink for £5 (children
£2). An array of delicious cakes to buy. All monies raised, by this volunteer
run charity, go to fund clean water, hygiene and sanitation projects in rural
Africa. Many lives have been changed because of your generosity. "I wish
to thank the donor for the good work that is happening at Ole Polos
School. No longer [just] one toilet [for the whole School, the girls now
have privacy]. It's not easy to explain how much it means to me" Abigael,
student at the school in Kenya. (Project 256-clean water, hygiene &
sanitation)
Jenny Gibbs (Chair of WWfA)
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Christian Aid Week

10 - 16th May

Last year, the focus of Christian Aid Week was on
improving maternal health and safe childbirth in
Sierra Leone. I am delighted to tell you that Jebbah, who featured in the
campaign, has given birth to a healthy baby boy. Nurse Judith is now
working in the new baby clinic which was constructed with the help of
Christian Aid (CA) and local agencies.
Without your work, fundraising, support and prayers, none of this would
have been possible. Last year, over £7 million was raised nationally.
Wilmslow raised over £13,000. Wilmslow URC raised over £3,000. Please
continue this transformation by supporting CA Week 2020.
This year Christian Aid will be concentrating on Kenya where CA will be
helping rural communities to adapt to climate change. Some areas have
had three years of drought and have been visited by plagues of locusts
and food and water are now scarce.
Please put the dates in your diaries and look for more information on
Kenya and future events in the April newsletter. Thank you
Dorothy Duguid and Carolynne Powell
Text from Christian Aid
website “When she was
a child, Rose remembers
how often the rains
would fall, giving fruit to
the baobab trees and
providing plenty of
nutritious food to eat.
Now,
[because
of
climate change] drought
is causing a hunger crisis. Crops wither and die. Rivers are bone dry.
People are struggling to survive. ‘I often feel hungry’ Rose says. Stand
together with the people of Kenya. The rains are due any day now. By
collecting house to house you can help Rose and her community prepare
to capture the water in a dam, so not a single drop is wasted.”
20
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Book Club
The next meeting will be held on, Monday, March 9th when we will discuss
‘The Second Sleep’ by Robert Harris.
“From the internationally best-selling author of Fatherland
and the Cicero Trilogy – a chilling and dark new thriller
unlike anything Robert Harris has done before.
1468. A young priest, Christopher Fairfax, arrives in a
remote Exmoor village to conduct the funeral of his
predecessor. The land around is strewn with ancient
artefacts – coins, fragments of glass, human bones – which the old parson
used to collect. Did his obsession with the past lead to his death?
Fairfax becomes determined to discover the truth. Over the course of the
next six days, everything he believes – about himself, his
faith, and the history of his world – will be tested to
destruction.”
www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/607954/the-second-sleep-byrobert-harris/

At the following meeting on Monday, May 11th we will
discuss ‘The Salt Path’ by Raynor Winn. All welcome if you
have read the book or not.
Pat Crewe

New Decade – New Email Address
Please note a change of email address for all your
compliments, comments and contributions. It will now
match other WURC email addresses. We can be contacted
on newsletter@wilmslowurc.org.uk The Editor

Film Club
Film Club takes place at the Methodist Church on Water
Lane on the 2nd Sunday of each month. 7.30-10pm. Please
contact the Church office for details.
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Church Diary and Weekly Recurring Events
For a full list please visit our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/
Mondays

- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
-‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
Tuesdays
- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Indoor bowls 2pm
Wednesdays - The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
Thursdays
- Ladies Badminton 10am start
- Thursday Tots 2-4pm
- Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
Fridays
- Gardening Team (am)
To book space email bookings@wilmslowurc.org.uk or ring office
March 2020
Mar 1st
4 – 6pm
nd
Mar 2
2.00pm
Mar 2nd
7.30pm
th
Mar 7
2.00pm
th
Mar 9
2.00pm
th
Mar 11
11.45am
Mar 16th
2.00pm
rd
Mar 23
7.30pm
th
Mar 29
12.noon
th
Mar 30
2.00pm
Mar 30th
2.00pm
Mar 30th
7.30pm
April 2020
Apr 5th
4 - 6pm
th
Apr 8
11.45am

Messy Church
Mon Fellowship, The History of Soap and Bathing
Elders Meeting, Church Vestibule
Literary Event – Lady Anne Dodd
Book Club, Room A
Midweek Reflections, Room A
Mon Fellowship, Chutney Demonstration & Tastes
Pastoral Support, Church Vestibule
Church Meeting
Property Team, Church Vestibule
Monday Fellowship – Ecuador and the Galapagos
Colin and Trudy Shepherd
Elders Meeting, Church Vestibule
Messy Church
Midweek Reflections, Room A

Email copy for the Apr 2020 edition by Friday 13th Mar 2020
to Juliet and Trudy at newsletter@wilmslowurc.org.uk
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 29th March 2020
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