NEWSLETTER

Emperor Moth caterpillar spotted just behind the Nolton Haven church along a
coastal walk which is part of The Pembrokeshire Coastal Path by Lisa Wood

September 2019
Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and are
friends of this community. If you normally worship elsewhere,
please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during September 2019

Sunday September 1st
10.30am Morning Worship led by Alison Haigh
Sunday September 8th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday September 15th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday September 22nd
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday September 29th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday October 6th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Professor Christopher Whitehead

for enquiries please contact the Church Office on
wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com or 01625 532600 Mon-Fri 10-12
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Bible Readings Sundays in September
Our continued readings from Luke’s gospel take us deeper into Jesus’
ministry when it becomes clearer who is following Jesus and who is less
convinced by his ministry. Jesus uses parables to invite his audience into
deeper reflection on the nature of God’s community and our place in it.
The first gospel passage encourages us to receive the gift of God’s
hospitality and become a community of welcome and inclusion. Jesus tells
a parable encouraging his followers to take a lowly seat at a banquet, with
a chance of being moved up the table, rather than claiming a place of
honour from the start.
In the second week we hear from Paul’s letter to Philemon, a master whose
slave has run away. Paul encourages Philemon to treat Onesimus as ‘no
longer a slave, but as a beloved brother’. The letter is to be delivered by
Onesimus himself when he risks returning to his master.
The writer of 1 Timothy reminds his readers that God’s faithful love is still
being offered to sinners now. Luke’s gospel shows us Jesus telling stories
that reveal God’s love is for all and will seek us out.
In the fourth week’s readings Jesus tells a challenging parable about a
dishonest manager who once he has been found out makes a series of
dodgy deals to save his job. We are invited to reflect on how to live out
our faith within the constraints of a compromised world.
The theme in the final week is the call to live freely for God, regardless of
any difficulties we may face. We all have responsibilities towards other
members of our community and Jesus challenges us to heed the demands
of justice in this life.
September 1st

Luke 14: 1, 7-14

Hebrews 13: 1-8. 15-16

September 8th

Luke 14: 25-33

Philemon 1-21

September 15th

Luke 15: 1-10

1 Timothy 1: 12-17

September 22nd

Luke 16: 1-13

1 Timothy 2: 1-7

September 29th

Luke 16: 19-31

1 Timothy 6: 6-19

Fiona Wood
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Dear Friends,
This summer I’ve been reading ‘Messy Church Theology’, a book of articles
exploring this new way of ‘being’ Church. Our Messy Church celebrates its
sixth birthday next month. Now is a good moment for us to think about
what we’ve given birth to and to ask how God can and will use it to keep
spreading the Good News about Jesus in Wilmslow.
One reason why I feel a connexion with Messy Church is because, like me,
it was born in Hampshire. In 2004 the people of St Wilfrid’s Church of
England, in Cowplain near Portsmouth, were feeling frustrated. Their
buildings and facilities were good but underused. They sensed that the
people around them needed help to grow as a community but up until
then whatever the church was offering hadn’t really gripped the
imagination of local families. The Church decided to do something for all
ages together for two very good reasons. First, they believed the church
grows best when we walk the journey with as many different people as
possible. Second, they were challenging the idea that young people grow
out of Christian faith at the age of 11. They called their new idea Messy
Church and began exploring what the name means.
That first experimental congregation quickly spawned a worldwide
movement. With support from The Bible Reading Fellowship there are
now Messy Churches in villages, inner cities and suburbs around the
world, usually once a month. They are on Sundays, Saturdays or weekday
evenings in churches of all denominations. The most important things
they offer are creativity, celebration and hospitality. Because Messy
Church is there above all for people who don’t already belong to another
form of church the time and place of meeting needs to suit these
congregation members. The usually involve a lot of time to explore a bible
theme creatively through getting messy, a short worship celebration with
story, prayer and song, and a sit down meal at a table. Everything is there
for everyone to take part in so all ages can get sticky fingers or get creative
with bits of cardboard and tape. The whole idea is to have fun and find
out more about Jesus, wherever you are on your faith journey. Messy
Church aims to create a family feel – the nuclear family, an extended family
a global and a local church family.
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One good challenge we’re now facing is that some of our Messy Church
youngsters are no longer under 11s. How do we make things inclusive and
creative for them too? Unlike many Sunday morning congregations our
Messy Church often gets new worshippers. That means we need to be
aware of how to make people feel at home and let their presence change
us rather than trying to make them fit in with our expectations. Another
constant temptation is that of wanting to draw people from the Messy
Church fellowship into the Sunday morning one, which isn’t what this is
all about. Messy Church isn’t there for families alone either – you’re
welcome no matter whether you come on your own or with others,
whatever your age and position in life.
We have a lot to be thankful for, in these past six years. The Messy Church
volunteer team, which includes many of the congregation, is a great
example of working together and sharing our gifts. We have been
supported and helped by the encouragement of the Elders meeting to
invest time, money, prayer, commitment and energy in growing this new
congregation. Messy Church is making us think, too, about what it means
to make new disciples of Jesus. As people are fired up for mission and
discover their God-given gifts we are being blessed with ideas and
inspiration about how to renew our vision as a church. Messy Church is
also building our profile in the community, in partnership with Thursday
Tots, the uniformed organisations and the activities of Wilmslow Youth.
There’s still much we have to learn and there’s no blueprint for what
happens next. All of this growth takes time and care, as building a church
always does. I think about those great trees outside the front of our church
on Alderley Road. Were they planted as the church
was built almost 175 years ago, I wonder, when our
forebears were given the land on which we now
stand? It’s taken time for them to become the large
and splendid trees they are now. Messy Church is just
a young sapling but it’s healthy and attractive. With
help from all of us God can do great things from small
beginnings.

Kirsty Thorpe
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Report from the July Elders’ Meeting
The meeting began with devotions and the approval of the minutes of the
meeting of 3rd June 2019.
Matt Williamson presented the report on Wilmslow Youth. ‘Source’ began
as a stand-alone charity on 1st April and, due to new charity funding, a
third member of staff will head up a programme once a week from
September supporting young people currently struggling with the school
system. The different facets of the charity’s work all feed into each other
including the parenting course ‘Time Out for Parents’. ‘The Big Lunch’ took
place on 15th August and Church friends were invited.
Michael Williams shared the work of the Administration Team. Geoff
Aldcroft leads our efforts on Green Performance within the church,
ensuring we are complying fully with our Silver Eco Church Award.
In her Minister’s report Kirsty informed us she had found her busy
schedule extremely fulfilling and is grateful for the affirmation of her
calling to serve the church and community of Wilmslow. Arrangements for
the calling of a new Synod Moderator were given. Both Kirsty and Martin
are looking forward to sharing in a Focolare Conference in Italy and
spending a few days in Oxfordshire during August. Pastoral news was
shared.
Michael Williams reported on the current state of ministry within the
Missional Partnership Group and informed us of informal opportunities to
meet with other churches.
The Summer Deep Cleaning of the Church will commence on August 27th.
Bookings for the Halls and Undercroft continue to be in high demand. An
update was given on property matters which have been dealt with and
others which need to be progressed.
Liz McGuire had received a letter from Noel Irwin thanking us all for
supporting Carol Sutcliffe and offering his services for Pulpit Supply.
The meeting closed with the saying of the Grace.

Fiona Wood
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Being a Connected Community Centre
Our church is a Connected Community
Centre.
Val
Burlison,
Community
Development Officer for Chelford, Handforth,
Alderley Edge and Wilmslow, explains what this means:Connected Community Centres have been established to deliver the right
services, in the right places at the right time. In Cheshire East it was
recognised that having a close working relationship with a range of
venues within ‘hard to engage’ communities would provide the local
authority and other partners with a stable and consistent presence to work
with residents and key stakeholders to address local issues and develop
the provision of local services.
The Connected Communities Centres aims to make a wider range of
activities and support services available on your doorstep. In Wilmslow
this is the URC. The centres deliver services tailored for their community
from coffee mornings, computer classes and line dancing, to learning a
language, sharing a problem and support for stroke sufferers – there’s
something for everyone. Every centre has a computer tablet connected to
Live Well community information website so you can easily find
information, advice, activities and services in your area. Wilmslow URC has
their tablet in the Undercroft café.
A local Community or Neighbourhood Partnership has been established
in all areas of deprivation and across our towns. In Wilmslow this is called
The Bollin Partnership. Their role is to discuss what should be the local
health and wellbeing priorities and to work together on how to address
these priorities, bringing in commissioned services to the area and/or
developing new sustainable projects. The membership of each Partnership
varies but includes representatives such as police, school, faith, charitable
and voluntary services, health and elected members.
Part of the Connected Communities strategy involves using a social
franchise model. We have worked with a range of venues, including the
URC, across Cheshire East to ensure effective governance arrangements
are in place to allow additional services to be delivered in the community
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to meet local needs. The agreement between Cheshire East Council and
venues involves:
o
o
o
o
o

£5,000 grant over two years - providing 5 hours’ usage of a room per
week for 2 years for the delivery of services
Use of the Connected Communities signage - visible to local residents
Tablet and stand - collating information on local needs and promoting
the CE Live Well site
Support to complete governance checks -Be GRIPPP (governance
check) assured
Support to advertise and develop new community services - be part of
the local Partnership

For more information email val.burlison@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Or visit: http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/connectedcommunities/connected-communities-centres.aspx

Harvest Appeal Focuses On Women and Children
Our Harvest appeal this year supports
a charity in Bangladesh which helps
some of the poorest and most
vulnerable of the country’s 165 million
people. Forty years ago former air
hostess Pat Kerr set up an orphanage
30 miles south of the capital Dhaka.
Allerton teacher Ruby Porter saw a
television documentary about the charity a few years later and, to the
astonishment of her family, announced: ‘I’m going to Bangladesh!’
Since then Ruby (who received an MBE for her work in 2011) has done all
she can to publicise the charity and raise funds for it. She has visited the
Sreepur Village orphanage each year, teaching embroidery skills as well
as helping the project to sell handicrafts. Now she calls the charity her
‘fifth child’.
Ruby’s daughter Janette told Churches Together in Wilmslow that the
legal age for women to marry in Bangladesh is 18 but in reality one third
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of girls marry before the age of 15. Leaving school early at puberty many
girls can soon find themselves with young children, abused and
abandoned, as they spiral into destitution.
Sreepur Village runs a night shelter in Dhaka, from
where mothers and their children can be transferred
to the village and their needs assessed. The project
is the only one in Bangladesh helping destitute
mothers and their children. It aims to keep families
together and give them hope during their three-year
stay in Sreepur.
Young mothers entering the community will join 500
children, 150 other women and 20 adults with
learning difficulties. They benefit from safety, shelter, food and nutrition,
adult literacy and education, health care, skill training to help them earn a
living (often in agriculture or tailoring) and a way back into society. Their
children will also have safe space in which to learn and grow.
The village is often the first place where these women can wake up each
day knowing they will receive good meals, company and friendship. In the
monthly meetings they talk about life in the village and how to make it
even better. Singing and dancing sessions help to build the women’s
confidence, while counselling in groups and individually tackles the
damage done by loneliness and abuse in their past.
During their time at Sreepur Village the women earn a small monthly
allowance which goes into a savings scheme, building up funds for when
they leave. They also learn parenting skills and after a year are appointed
as a khala (auntie) caring for the children. Before they leave each family
has three months at the
Halfway House, where
they can learn to live
together. Sreepur Village
stays in touch with them
for a few months to make
sure that they settle into
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community life and are earning enough to live at a reasonable level.
Our Harvest Service will be on Sunday October 20 th and the Scout and
Guiding groups will join us. Churches Together in Wilmslow raise
significant funds for our appeals each year. Please look out for more
information about this charity and how we can support it.

Kirsty Thorpe, Carole Carne and Fiona Wood
Churches Together in Wilmslow

Missional Partnership
Our church is now one of 16 URCs in a Missional Partnership and the new
grouping was commissioned at a service in Bramhall on July 21st. Over
the coming months there will be several chances to meet up and discover
more about how this shared ministry will work. The full list of churches is
Altrincham, Bramhall, Cheadle Hulme, Trinity Cheadle, Christ Church
[Burnage/Parrs Wood Road], Didsbury, Gatley, Heald Green, Macclesfield
and Bollington, Christ Church Reddish, Ashton on Mersey, Sale, Edgeley,
Heaton Moor, Wilmslow and Wythenshawe.
On Saturday September 21st from 10 to 12 in Trinity Community Church,
The Amani Centre, Manchester and 2 to 4pm at Macclesfield and
Bollington URC there is a Worship Workshop. Run by Dave Fraser, our
mission mentor, this is for those wanting new worship ideas for Advent or
a Christmas family service.
We are invited to a Partnership Day on Saturday October 26th at Christ
Church Parrs Wood URC with three sessions. From 10 to 12.30pm there
will be speakers, worship and small group discussions on the why and how
of Missional Partnerships. At 12.30pm you can bring food to share for a
panel discussion/question and answer session on Missional Partnership
Steering Groups. The last element is an interactive session 2.00-4.00pm
on Mission and Pastoral care led by the Dr Adam Scott.
As well as these training events and larger meetings there are monthly
meetings of the Missional Partnership Steering Group which Michael
Williams and Kirsty attend on our behalf.

Kirsty Thorpe
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Repair Café
Transition Wilmslow (transitionwilmslow.co.uk) is a group trying to
help build a more sustainable community. We are putting on our
first Repair Café on Saturday 12th October at St Chad's
Church Hall in Handforth, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm.
The idea of a repair café (https://repaircafe.org/en/) is that a group
of talented volunteers help local people learn how to mend things
rather than throwing them away. There are over 1.500 Repair Cafés
worldwide. It’s very much a community event, where those bringing
in repairs learn, where possible, how to make simple repairs. It’s
definitely not a “drop off and pick up later” affair!
Ken Wallace on behalf of Transition Wilmslow
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URC by the Sea - Where did you go this summer?
Lisa, Charlotte and I joined Carole, Graeme and Anna Carne (& Sammy the
Labrador) in Pembrokeshire for a super week in the sun. Lots of beaches
and cream teas, together with fun, fellowship and games on the beautiful
South Wales
coast.
We
were
fortunate
to
go to Carole’s
summer URC
Chapel
in
Nolton Haven,
“the church by
the sea” on the
Sunday
morning.
Carole set our
expectations
of
maybe
doubling the
congregation!
When
we
arrived,
the
chapel
was
nearly full as they were celebrating their +200 years anniversary service.
Led by the Minister Martin Spain (who knew Kirsty) he ran the whole
service on a screen himself.
He used a super Bible Society video for the young worshipers who
watched an animated film on Jesus in 3 ½ mins. If you want to check out
www.biblesociety.com and search for downloadable videos you should
find a selection of titles appropriate for possible use at our Messy Church.
Rousing Hymns, stirring preaching, a super video, a service to remember.
Where did you go this summer?

Richard Wood
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Some Photos of Activities in and Around our Church

Balsam Bath by Uniformed Organisations

Wilmslow Youth looking
after their patch
(supervised by Helen Yates
of Incredible Edible)
National Judges for Britain in Bloom looking
at the Messy Church exhibit

Fariba and her Tar
A few weeks ago Fariba played her Tar a
traditional instrument, mainly used in Persian
classical music.
It is held in the same way as a guitar, played
with a brass plectrum. It has three pairs of
strings.
Fariba is a talented musician and we look
forward to hearing her play or perhaps even
sing in Church again in the not too distant
future.
Wendy Williams
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SOURCE Youthwork – news for the new school year
Things are never dull for the trustees of SOURCE Youthwork, the new
charity taking forward the work of Wilmslow Youth and ‘growing’ things
beyond SK9. Monthly trustee meetings are always stimulating for David
Jackson, Lisa Wood and myself, along with trust secretary Peggy Arnell
and Rob White, Simon Horsfield and Tracy Aston from Life Church.
Rob and I take turns in the chair, confident that Matt Williamson and
Gemma Tuson always bring detailed feedback and lively proposals as chief
executive and deputy chief executive.
We know how much the youngsters miss SOURCE during the holidays so
it was good for people from the churches and café volunteers to share a
Big Lunch with them in the undercroft during August. So far we’ve not
offered holiday activities but we know there’s a demand for them and this
allowed us to dip our toes in the water.
To expand our programme we will need more people so please let us
know if you might be interested in helping in any way. In the after school
cafes we value practical helpers (serving drinks and making toasties) as
well as befrienders and those who enjoy getting involved in activities with
the young people.
After school cafes restart on Friday September 13th, with one session
straight after school and two evening ones. Wednesday and Thursday
afternoon cafes begin again in the following week.
Here is other SOURCE news in brief – Matt will join us at Church Meeting
on September 29th to update us in person:
•
SOURCE Youthwork is now registered for Gift Aid. If you would like
to become a financial supporter please get in touch. The more regular
funds we raise the stronger the charity’s future will be. Matt has more
information and forms matt@wilmslowyouth.com
•
On Thursday mornings from September we will run an Alternative
Education programme in the undercroft for WHS pupils needing help and
support to re-engage with school after an absence. Jo Stansby joins the
staff team to run these and give other support to Matt and Gemma.
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•
Just Drop In youth counselling from Macclesfield will offer sessions
in the Housley and Sumner rooms on Wed and Thu afternoons this term.
•
The new charity has all its policies in place and keeps training up
to date for the volunteers – some of them are from the churches and
others from the community.
•
Care for the Family’s Parenting Courses are another vital element
of the charity’s work. We aim to run these at least once a year. Lynne Leng
would value help in leading these.
•
Mental Health First Aid is another valuable tool for our work – Matt
will train so he can train others in self-awareness and helping those
around them facing mental health problems.
•
The hunt is on for regular major external donors to support
SOURCE Youthwork in the future.
•
Wilmslow Youth’s website now needs replacing by a better
internet presence for the new charity – work on this is going well.
•
The charity trustees will go on an Away Day for future thinking and
reflection together during October half term.
Kirsty Thorpe

Study and reflection
Why not take time and space this autumn to explore God and yourself
more deeply? Bible Study sessions restart on Wednesday evenings in the
church vestibule at 7.30 on October 2nd. We will be using ‘Love the
Stranger’, a Bible Society booklet about the theme of migration in the Old
and New testaments.
Another option is the Introduction to Mindfulness and
Christian Spirituality group study course led by Chris
Goddard at Wilmslow Methodist Church. The course is on
Tuesday evenings from September 24th to November
19th, 7.30 to 9.0pm with an introduction taster on Tuesday September
10th. Contact Chris or Revd Katy Thomas at Water Lane for more
information – tel. 528892.
Kirsty Thorpe
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News from the Fundraisers
Our Fundraising team have a host of good ideas to bring in the £30,000
Funding the Future target. We are delighted so many people are also
getting involved and having fun as they help us raise funds.
This autumn we will show some World Cup Rugby matches from Japan on
the large screen in the Undercroft. These will be ticketed events with
bacon barms on offer so watch out for more details.
The first showing is Ireland versus Scotland on Sunday September 22 nd –
kick off 8.45am local time – and the undercroft will be open for breakfast
from 8.15. We trust the match is safely over before worship starts upstairs
at 10.30. Other showings will be announced as the tournament
progresses.
So far, the big hit of the campaign has been the Jam Jars. Some of you are
now filling your second jar with £2 coins. A big thank you to everyone who
has supported this. At times we seemed to cause a temporary shortage of
these coins in SK9. The running total raised has topped £2300!
The Wimbledon Ladies Final event in July was a great success and raised
almost £700. The scones were excellent and the tables and décor
beautifully prepared. We could have stayed much longer if the match had
not been over so quickly.
It’s very good to have the support of church groups and friends in hitting
our target. In July the cubs and beavers took part in a Balsam Bash on The
Carrs and the guides ran a cake sale, adding more than £450 to our
fundraising total. The young people from Wilmslow Youth did a
sponsored litter pick before the end of the last term and Messy Church is
also raising money.
Our 2019 events climax with a meal in the halls followed by a Concert from
Vernon Brass Band of Poynton in church on Saturday November 23rd. Roll
on 2020 for the next instalment of Funding the Future.
Kirsty Thorpe, David Jackson and the Fundraising Team
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Musical Dates For Your Diary In Our Church
In the months up to Christmas we have
three musical dates for your diary.
Thursday10th October at 12noon until 1pm. Lunchtime Recital
Our Thursday Lunchtime Recital Series continues with an intriguing
presentation by Kay Jordan, soprano. Kay is a local singing teacher with
some pupils from Wilmslow High School who are promising to come
along to hear her. Her programme consists of a short talk on singing
technique using some of the arias from several Gilbert and Sullivan Operas
including The Mikado, Pirates of Penzance, HMS Pinafore and others. She
will then perform “A Heroine’s Trail” sharing the story of a fictional G&S
heroine through those arias.
Kay trained at the RNCM and the National Opera Studio and has enjoyed
a successful professional career singing with, amongst others,
Glyndebourne, Scottish Opera and Opera North. She will be accompanied
by Tim Walker on piano.
Tickets will be available soon at £5 from Andrew Allen, Cliff Crewe or the
Church Office or pay on the door with the usual complimentary coffee
from 11.15am
Do come!
Saturday 19th October at 7.30pm Evening Concert by The Laurence
Singers
Entitled “Celebration!” this is a concert which will raise your spirits with
many well-known and popular items. It includes ‘The Vicar of Dibley’,’
Panis Angelicus’, ‘A Gaelic Blessing’ i.e. ‘Deep Peace of the Running Wave
to you’, ‘All people that on earth do dwell’ – ‘Vaughan Williams’ inspiring
arrangement of the famous hymn tune for the Queen’s Coronation, a
choral setting of Widor’s Toccata and a favourite Easter Hymn – ‘O Sacred
Head sore wounded’ as well as the delightful ‘Birthday Madrigals’ of John
Rutter and Bob Chilcott’s ‘Gloria’ each of those pieces lasting just 15
17

minutes. Our gifted organist Richard Brocklehurst and the choir’s
wonderful accompanist Lauren Turner will each be playing a solo and a
double bass player will join us for the jazzy Birthday Madrigals.
Tickets (£10 and £9 concessions) will be available soon from Cliff Crewe
and Steve Wood and there will be a glass of wine or soft drinks in the
interval with a raffle too. All of the income is for Choir Funds.
Do come!
Saturday 23rd November at 7.30pm Evening Concert by the Vernon
Brass Band
This concert is for our church funds and is being put on by the Fund
Raising Team. It features the prestigious Vernon Brass Band. There will be
more details in the next Newsletter, but do put it in your diary as another
one not to be missed.
Do come!

Cliff Crewe

Macclesfield Male Voice Choir and BackBeat a
Cappella Choir
…are performing a joint concert in church on Saturday 28th September at
7.30p.m. Tickets are £10 each and are available from Joan and Dave Collins
either after Church on Sunday Mornings or on 01625 528190.
This year’s concert will feature Joan with BBAC and Doug Macdonald, Eric
Waller and Dave Collins with MMVC. The concert will include a wide
variety of numbers with some songs from the shows, some religious and
some old favorites.
There will be an interval during which refreshments will be available.
We would really appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you
on the 28th September.

David and Joan Collins
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Art Trail 2019 Under Our Roof
In October we will be a focus for art lovers in
Wilmslow area as the church hosts Wilmslow Art Trail
2019 under one roof. The event brings together 21
local artisans – some of them art trail regulars and
others new to the experience – on Saturday October
12th from 10am to 5pm and Sunday October 13 th
from 12 to 6pm.
While the art trail runs in the church halls we will serve refreshments in the
undercroft café, raising money towards our fundraising target. Please
make a note of this event in your diary and be ready to come along and
enjoy the display. The artists are all professionals. As well as selling their
wares they will give a gift towards our Funding the Future target.

Roll Up, Roll Up...
A crazy golf course has been laid in Rochester Cathedral, a 55-ft helter
skelter installed in Norwich Cathedral. The idea was to encourage people
to enter these beautiful places, and it seems to have worked. Beaming
Anglican clergymen have reported large numbers of visitors. Less happy
with the idea, one assumes, were those who went to the Cathedrals
seeking peace and spiritual inspiration, and perhaps to pray.
Unfortunately, there is no evidence that Church membership is being
increased by crazy golfers or by those who like whizzing down helter
skelters at speeds which would make their passing view of the stained
glass windows beside them somewhat blurred. Anyone who imagined that
luring people into Cathedrals by these bizarre methods would result in an
upsurge of religious interest is sadly deluded. Converting places of
worship into ecclesiastical fairgrounds is hardly going to promote
Christianity and smacks of desperation. Many say that Churches need to
move with the times or their decline will continue. But bouncy castles are
not the answer.
Ronnie Dykstra
This is Ronnie’s opinion, for the cathedral’s point of view see
https://www.rochestercathedral.org/featured-on-home-page/2019/8/1/adventuregolf-in-the-nave What do you think? – Email to the editor
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Historical Society On The Move
From this autumn Wilmslow Historical Society will move from our previous
home at St Bartholomew’s Parish Church to hold our gatherings in the
large church hall at Wilmslow URC instead. We meet each month from
September to May, usually on the second Wednesday at 7.30pm.
Speakers often choose to talk about a topic in local history but a wider
range of subjects can also creep in too. The first meeting of the new
season will be on Wednesday September 11th with Dr George Eccleston
speaking about Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst and the Suffragettes.
During the recent commemorations of the First World War this newsletter
and others have printed monthly articles chronicling the story of those
Wilmslow combatants who died. All the research for these pieces was
done by members of the Society. Some of them are now working on an
oral history booklet based on recordings of local people, reminiscing
about their lives and times.
Visitors are very welcome at Historical Society meetings and are charged
£4 or £12 to become a full member. It is a very friendly and informal
society.
Alan Cooper (Chairman)

The Wilmslow Music Group
We are a small group of music lovers and we are looking for some new
members to join the group. The concerts we attend are:
Eight Northern Chamber Concerts at the Heritage Centre in Macclesfield.
They take place on Saturdays & run from Sept to May.
Eight Manchester Chamber Concerts Society at the Royal Northern
College of Music in Manchester. (Mondays - September to March).
We also include two or three operas during the year, venues various.
Transport is included (minibus or taxi) from Leisure Centre car park.
If you are interested in joining please ring 01625 525421 or email:
jone.dalrymple@btinternet.com for further details.

Joan Dalrymple.
20

Messy Church
Everyone is Welcome
4-6pm in Wilmslow URC Halls, Chapel Lane 2019
Dates are:
8th Sept
6th Oct
3rd Nov
1st Dec
messychurchwilmslow@hotmail.com or 01625 532600 or just turn up.
Please bring a picnic tea – drinks are provided.
Different theme & activities each month. Children must be accompanied.

Wimbledon on our Big Screen
Was a successful event and raised
£675 Thank You
The Fundraising Team

£2 Jam Jars
Thanks to all those collecting £2 coins in jam jars.
The new total stands at £2,337.

Christian Aid
“I am thanking you very much with joy in my heart” Jebbeh
Jebbeh Konneh was the pregnant mum from Sierra Leone
who featured in our Christian Aid campaign this year.
She was safely delivered of a son and here are her words “With the help Christian Aid gave me, my child’s health is
good and my health is good. If Christian Aid could give this help to other
women, they could give birth to their children in good health and they will
be like me“
The total raised by our Church was £3028.75 and the total for the
Wilmslow area was £13,767.65
Your generous gifts help provide vital healthcare in some of the world’s
poorest communities. Thank you

Dorothy & Carolynne
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Book Club
In July, we discussed “The history of Bees” by Maja Lunde. This is a debut
novel by a Norwegian author who has previously written only children’s
books. Most of us thoroughly enjoyed it, but a few said they found the
format annoying - the narrative moves continually from Victorian England,
present day USA and China in 2098. However, all agreed that the subject
matter - the demise of the bees and the personal stories of the beekeepers
- was fascinating. It lead to a lively discussion and our own ideas about
pollution and global warming.
The next meeting will be held on, Monday, September
2nd, [PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE] when we will
discuss ‘Signs of Lost children’ by Sarah Moss. Only
weeks into their marriage a young couple embark on a
six-month period of separation. Tom Cavendish goes to
Japan to build lighthouses and his wife Ally, a doctor,
takes work at the Truro asylum.
At the following meeting on Monday,
November 11th we will discuss Birdcage
Walk by Helen Dunmore.
All welcome whether you have read the book or not.

Pat Crewe

Communion Sunday - Rainbow Haven Contributions
On communion Sunday, September 15th, if you would like to,
please bring non-perishable foods or toiletries for Rainbow
Haven. Donations may be put in the box in the vestibule at any time and
will be added to those donated after communion Sunday. Please note
Rainbow Haven are NOT taking clothing, bedding, linen, china, buggies or
large toys until further notice as there is no space to store them. Thank
you.

Val Lane
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Church Diary
For a full list please visit our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Fridays

- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
-‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
- Indoor bowls – re starting in October
- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
- Ladies Badminton 10am start
- Thursday Tots 2-4pm
- Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
- Gardening Team (am)

To book space email bookings@wilmslowurc.org.uk or ring office

September 2019
Sep 2nd
Sep 2nd
Sept 8th
Sept 8th

2.00pm
7.30pm
12-2pm
4.00pm

Sep 11th
11.45am
th
Sep 12
9.30am
th
Sep 16
2.00pm
th
Sep 16
7.30pm
Sep 17th
7.30pm
rd
Sep 23
7.00pm
th
Sep 29
12 noon
th
Sep 30
2.00pm
th
Sep 30
2.00pm
October 2019
Oct 6th
4.00pm
Oct 7th
7.30pm

Book Club – Please note change of date
Elders Meeting

Source Trustees Meeting
Messy Church

Mid-week Reflections
Premises Team
Monday Fellowship A Penny’s Worth, Penny Dean
Outreach Team
Modern Believers
Fundraising Team
Church Meeting
Mon Fellowship The Origin of Nursery Rhymes J.Finney
Property Team
Messy Church
Elders Meeting

Email copy for the Oct 2019 edition to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy
Shepherd (sub editor) at wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
on or before Friday 13th September 2019
th
The Newsletter will be available on Sun
23 29 September 2019

