NEWSLETTER

Ladybird in Cambridge Botanical Gardens
by Bridget Jackson

July and August 2019
Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and are
friends of this community. If you normally worship elsewhere,
please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during July and August 2019
Sunday July 7th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd John Grundy
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday July 14th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
Sunday July 21st
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday July 28th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Carol Sutcliffe
Sunday August 4th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Adrian Moore
Sunday August 11th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Brian Haymes
Sunday August 18th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday August 25th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Hannah Purdy and Eric Chilton
Sunday September 1st
10.30am Morning Worship led by Alison Haigh

for enquiries please contact the Church Office on
wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com or 01625 532600 Mon-Fri 10-12
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Bible Readings Sundays in July and August
During July and August we continue with the Gospel of Luke and read
some of Paul’s letters to people in new churches, helping them and us to
understand how to live our lives in a more Christian way.
The readings encourage us to make the church a place of mutual support,
always striving to do what is right and bearing each other’s burdens.
Discipleship is not just about following Jesus but sharing what we have
discovered with others.
In the first week we read a parable Jesus tells to get people thinking about
what it means to love a neighbour through offering practical help. Then
we read from Paul’s letter to the young church in Colossae and his
teaching about the way faith, love and hope change our lives for good.
On the following week we read how Paul invites reflection on the glory of
Jesus and dedicates his life to preaching the good news. Luke tells the
story of Martha and Mary, which helps us to consider how we balance
having our focus on Jesus with being distracted by the busyness of
serving.
Next Paul reminds the Colossians that they belong to Christ in baptism
and through his sacrifice on the cross. We need to live in the power of his
forgiveness, focusing on honouring God’s holiness and the wonder of his
Kingdom and not be led astray on other paths that claim salvation.
The first Sunday in August finishes our reading of Colossians; both
passages help us to understand that a transformed life lived in the
presence of God is full of the hope that comes through belonging to
Christ.
During the last three weeks we focus on Paul’s letter to the Hebrews and
continue reading from Luke. We are encouraged to explore the value in
trusting in God, rather than in earthly treasure. We mustn’t be afraid but
wait expectantly and with confidence, for what God has planned for us.
Next Luke helps us to look at two images of judgement – fire and water –
leading into an exploration of how faith can divide us. We must not
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compromise on Jesus’ message, but recognise the implications of his
ministry and share the intense joy of faith with everyone.
The theme of the Sabbath, and how to keep it properly, links the readings
on the final Sunday. The synagogue leader criticises Jesus for healing a
woman on the Sabbath. The Letter to the Hebrews gives another
perspective on the incredible joy of life with God – we must take the
opportunity of being free to rejoice.
July 7th

Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20 Galatians 6: (1-6), 7-16

July 14th

Luke 10: 25-37

Colossians 1: 1-14

July 21st

Luke 10: 38-42

Colossians 1: 15-28

July 28th

Luke 11: 1-13

Colossians 2: 6-15, (16-19)

August 4th

Luke 12: 13-21

Colossians 3: 1-11

August 11th

Luke 12: 32-40

Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16

August 18th

Luke 12: 49-56

Hebrews 11: 29 – 12: 2

August 25th

Luke 13: 10-17

Hebrews 12: 18-29

Fiona Wood

Special Collection for Partner Church
Earlier this year New Mills URC took part in a village-wide
week of events to help people think, talk about and plan
for what they would like to happen after they die. Dying
Awareness Week is important because in our culture so
many people are reluctant to speak about death. We
were asked if we could give some financial support to
the church, remembering our link through Partners, the
Elders agreed to make them a gift of £250.

Images from
www.dyingmatters.org
https://commons.wikime
dia.org/w/index.php?titl
e=User:Briangeorge1945
&action=edit&redlink=1

Anyone who wishes to make a special one-off
contribution to help replenish our church funds is invited
to do so. There will be a retiring collection on Sunday July 14th. If your
offering qualifies for Gift Aid please put it in an envelope with your name
on it. Cheques should be payable to Wilmslow URC.
Thank you.
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Dear Friends,
Summer is the time of year when many of us go off to festivals and shows
of all kinds. For some people it’s the pull of gardens and the beauty of a
well-tended landscape that floats their boat. Others of us enjoy anything
which celebrates the countryside and rural life – all the better if there are
a few steam engines to see or nostalgic fairground rides to share in. Many
of us are attracted by cultural festivals which are showcases for drama,
dance, the visual arts or music in all its forms. The special thrill comes from
going to somewhere special, experiencing new things and renewing old
pleasures in the company of others who have similar interests to us. A
short-term community of like-minded people gives us a sense of renewed
energy and pleasure for the thing we love.
Whenever our summer diary allows, Martin and I attend a music festival
which takes place in Oxfordshire every August. This is an annual ritual
which Martin began observing several years before he and I got married.
I’m a relatively recent convert by comparison with him, and he literally has
the tee shirts to prove that, going back to the early 1990s. There are good
years and bad in terms of what the weather throws at us in the large field
where the festival stage is set. Sometimes it’s glorious and we come back
with red noses and the start of a tan. Other years it’s wet and cold. That
leaves us with a dilemma – do we brave the bad weather and get our
money’s worth in terms of the music or do we cut our losses and head
back to our accommodation in search of warmth and comfort?
Last year the weather in north Oxfordshire was very wet in early August,
even though the previous months had been beautifully warm and sunny.
On the second day of the festival we got rained on very heavily within the
first hour and I felt pretty disgruntled. I chose to dry off by going to the
front of the crowd, right up close to the musicians, just in front of the big
stage. Immediately I realised how different it was seeing them perform in
person, rather than from a distance sitting in my camping chair, while
relying on the image on the big screen. I could study their facial
expressions, sense the enormous energy they were investing in their
performance, and admire their musical artistry from close up. I knew the
experience had been very special.
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One thing musicians always do at live events is to sell copies of their CDs.
I debated whether to buy a recording of the band I’d so enjoyed hearing
but decided against it. Nothing would ever compare to the live
performance I’d just experienced – damp clothes and all – and the sheer
joy of the moment they’d created for a field of soggy people.
I wonder if there’s a parallel here with what can sometimes happen when
we are present in a live act of worship. There is an atmosphere which
builds up some Sunday mornings, and which tells us that the Holy Spirit
is moving among us in a special way. It can be that this mood begins to
build up during the singing of a hymn which touches us deeply.
Sometimes it arises from a Bible reading, a prayer or a piece of teaching.
It’s hard to put one’s finger on what causes this feeling to grow, but it
seems to me that when it does the congregation as a whole starts to listen
and respond in a new way. Our recent joint service at Water Lane felt
especially blessed in this way, and both Katy and I heard a number of very
warm and heartfelt responses from people, especially for our sermon
conversation. When God’s Holy Spirit comes among us things change –
ourselves included – and nobody quite knows what the outcome will be.
You can’t plan for this to happen but you can learn how to recognise the
signs and be open to respond.
As our anniversary year continues I hope and pray that we will be open to
the unscripted, unpredictable ways in which God may speak to us. The
excitement and adventure of being on the Christian journey together
should feel very much like being in a thrilling live performance. When God
is up to things in our midst the followers of Jesus don’t have a script
available with all the words we must say ready in advance. We are often
called on to ad lib, to respond to the work of the Holy
Spirit in the present moment, to improvise and make
things up as we go along, trying all the time to listen
to and be guided by God. Being a disciple means being
ready for this sort of live performance every day. What
a privilege to share it together. Have a great summer.

Kirsty Thorpe
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Anniversary greetings …..
We received many messages on June 9th - from Lord Lieutenant of
Cheshire, Mr David Briggs, Matt Williamson (Life Church), Ian Kennedy
(Water Lane Methodist Church), Tim Marshall (St Bart’s and St Anne’s),
Frank McCarthy (Sacred Heart and St Teresa’s Catholic Church) Joy
Anderson (Friends Meeting) and Colin Taylor (PJ’s URC, Manchester). We
also thanked the three Cheshire Fire officers present for the work of their
predecessors who extinguished a serious fire at the church in 1976.
Police Community Support Officer, James Morris, read a message from
Cheshire Police Supt Peter Crowcroft: “As a police officer in a leadership
position I have never seen something more effective than when
communities come together to share a common interest or problem. It
really epitomises what a strong and healthy society should be. The church
is a wonderful example of community coming together with purpose and
represents one of the oldest and most successful community groups we
have. The local church has always presented one of the most trusted
symbols and organisations in a community and that’s why its reach to
young and “not so young” can be so effective and powerful. I and all my
officers and staff congratulate you on 175 years and look forward to a
continuing partnership, shared learning and understanding for many
years to come.”
Deputy Head Teacher of Wilmslow High School, Mr Mark Vincent, shared
words from head teacher Dr James Pullé: ‘Greetings, from Wilmslow High
School, as you celebrate, this very special, anniversary. We salute, this
fantastic milestone, in your journey of faith, and service to the community.
We are proud to be celebrating our own 60 th Anniversary, next year, but
that is a mere, drop in the ocean, compared to your record! We also send
our thanks for all that you do to support our young people. We had the
pleasure of an Ofsted visit in May and the report, which will be published
on Monday, is full of praise for various areas which have a direct link to
your church and the help you have given us. So thank you, for all that you
do, long may it continue, and good luck, for the next, 175 years.’
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We also heard from our Partners at Llanfair, Penrhys:
Dear Friends, we are very sorry that we are not able to be with you as you
celebrate your 175th anniversary. As you might know, nine of our Monday
Nurture Group have only just returned from a three week visit to CWM
partners and other projects in Madagascar. You can maybe imagine the
residual tiredness.
Over the past weeks we have been very conscious of all our partners, those
in Madagascar and also the UK. We have used as a focus for our worship
and prayers Paul’s letter to his partners in the gospel in Philippi. He says
to them. “I thank God every time I remember you, constantly praying with
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now.” This is a prayer by which we also
remember you.
All of us at Llanfair are deeply thankful for your partnership with us, a
partnership not only of prayer and exchange of news, but also in other
tangible expressions of generosity. We are most grateful for all the
support you have shown to Llanfair and Penrhys over many years, and
which you continue to show.
It is with that same sense of joy that infuses Paul’s letter that we are
delighted to send our greetings to you as this Pentecost you celebrate the
175th year of your witness to the Good News among the people of
Wilmslow and beyond. This is a significant moment in your life as a
Church, and we prayer that it is just one more marker as together you
discern the Spirit and venture into God’s future. We hope to journey to
Wilmslow in the near future to share more together. In the meantime we
offer you our congratulations with the same prayer that Paul offers his
partners in the Gospel “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit.” Every blessing, pob bendith, Peter Noble (Llanfair minister)

Kirsty Thorpe
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Report from the June Elders’ Meeting
After devotions, Val Searby reported on the current Safeguarding policy.
It was agreed that the policy needed readopting by Church Meeting as
part of an annual review. Some volunteers helping with Luncheon Club,
the Undercroft Café, Messy Church and Thursday Tots were not members
of WURC. There was now a need to put in place a volunteer recruitment
policy including job descriptions, application forms, interviews and
character references.
The Finance Team report was also tabled and Steve Wood emphasised
that 2018-19 had been a challenging year but that liabilities and income
had been reconciled. The treasurer presented the audited accounts for the
2018-19 financial year. He reminded Elders that as trustees of WURC it
was their duty to examine and approve these before they were submitted
to Church Meeting for adoption. After due and diligent consideration the
accounts were unanimously approved.
Elders discussed concerns about the life of North Western Synod as a
result of the failure to appoint a new Moderator.
Kirsty reminded Elders that the Commissioning Service for the Greater
Manchester South and Cheshire Partnership of churches, to which
Wilmslow now belongs, would take place at Bramhall URC on Saturday 21
July at 2.30pm.
Liz McGuire issued the ministerial review questionnaires to Elders and
added that she would explain these in greater detail at the Church
Meeting on 16th June. She would chair a panel of 2 elders and 2 church
members to meet with Kirsty and report back to the Elders.
In anticipation of a grant from NW Synod against the valuation of the
Manse, Property Team were compiling a refurbishment list taking account
of feedback from Elders and Team Convenors. Particular emphasis would
be on the need to upgrade the Church Halls.
Plans for the 175th Church Anniversary service and meal were discussed
and confirmed.

Martin Duguid

The meeting closed with the Grace.
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A Message to all our Readers
If you value this church newsletter – we think it contains a lot of very
interesting, attractive material – now is the time to show your appreciation
once again. We publish 10 editions a year and they are circulated for free.
The total cost of printing and compiling the newsletter is almost £2500 a
year meaning each copy costs about £1.20 to produce.
There is a donation envelope in this edition. If a lot of us were to put a £10
note in that envelope and place it on the offertory plate on Sunday
morning that would go a long way towards covering the newsletter costs.
If we don’t, the treasurer will have to divert significant funds from other
things we do to pay for this newsletter.
Another alternative is to get your newsletter delivered straight to your
email inbox. That would both help us with our ongoing Eco Church
commitment and reduce our costs. We review how many newsletters are
printed on a month by month basis so if requirements go down we can
react quickly saving money. The email version of the newsletter is exactly
the same as the printed version (the website edition does not contain
personally speaking). If you would like to go on the email distribution list
please email the newsletter inbox wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
With thanks for your support,

The Newsletter Team

Missional Partnership
Before a Missional Partnership can begin to call any new Stipendiary
Ministers it has to be formally ‘Commissioned’ by the Synod. This involves
a Service of Dedication and Celebration. The Manchester and Cheshire
Missional Partnership (of which we are a part) is being commissioned on
Sunday July 21st at 2.30pm at Bramhall URC and we are all invited to
attend.

If you hope to be there please let Michael Williams know either directly
or through the Church Office so we know how many people to expect.
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Hardly a day goes by without environmental issues hitting the news
headlines… single use plastics, climate crisis, legal commitment to achieve
zero emissions …
Through our membership of Eco Church we are part of a community of
1600 registered Eco Churches, which breaks down as 6 gold, 116 silver and
337 bronze. We should therefore be very proud of our silver award.
However, we must be ever vigilant in investigating and achieving more
ways to continue on our journey.
As a reminder the award covers a number of areas in our church life,
namely:•

worship and teaching

•

management of church buildings and land

•

community and global engagement

•

lifestyle

Within the newsletter we seek to provide hints and tips on how to make a
contribution at a personal level. Across the church we are setting out to
remeasure our energy usage following the Underecroft work and we will
investigate further opportunities to increase our Eco performance, as and
when appropriate, with our building improvement works.

The Administration Team

Safeguarding update for Wilmslow URC
As we at the WURC are involved with children,
young people and with vulnerable adults, it is
essential that we have policies in place and
constantly strive to ensure they are implemented,
not only by our own members but also by those
who use and hire our buildings.
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Our safeguarding policy is reviewed annually. Since our policy was last
reviewed, thankfully no serious safeguarding problems have arisen. The
only change to our policy is that Barbara Watson has moved out of the
area and Iain Duncan has taken over the responsibility of Deputy
Safeguarding coordinator for vulnerable adults as well as for children.
However, safeguarding is more than just having a policy in place – it
means having a culture of vigilance where everyone knows what to do if
they have concerns. It is preventative, rather than simply reactive. There
needs to be a church-wide commitment to taking safeguarding seriously.
We continue to implement our policy in all areas and are aware that our
next challenge is to tighten up the ways we involve volunteers. We are
lucky that we are approached by people who would like to volunteer, but
these individuals may be unknown to us We are looking to implement a
process of interview and written application for these external volunteers
(not members or worshippers at WURC) in the café, Luncheon Club,
Thursday Tots, but we want to do this sensitively so it does not deter the
right type of people from volunteering.
In our dealings with families and children we meet vulnerable families and
the support we offer is to be there, without being judgemental and to
offer advice, only if asked. We try to simply get alongside them and to
keep the balance between offering support and being interfering.
We’ve been thankful that we have workable policies in place because
situations sometimes arise which are complicated and difficult to deal
with. To be able to draw on our policy in support of a course of action is
of great benefit.
We have the responsibility to provide the opportunity for all volunteers to
undertake training in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children,
young people and vulnerable adults. Last autumn twenty seven volunteers
from WURC attended a training module delivered by Christine Kennedy
from Water Lane. There’s always training on offer and so hopefully we can
continue to take up the opportunities offered and show our commitment
to making WURC a safe place for all.

Valerie Searby
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Dear Friends,
Please find below an article for the Newsletter. Most of it is from our friend
Natasha's journal that she wrote during our stay. I added a few notes. As
you can see, we had a memorable time which we have enjoyed sharing in
our Pentecost service at Llanfair and with classes of children from our
Primary School when they visit. With thanks,

Sharon Rees

Experiences in Madagascar – Natasha Roberts
What a wonderful experience it was to be in Madagascar, we saw so many
different things there. It was a real adventure! It was my first time to fly
and not many people would have the courage to do a long flight for the
first time. What was beautiful was to see our friends Miara, Rebecca, Mino
and Lalaine (Miara’s sister and brother-in-law) greeting us at the airport
when we arrived and making us all welcome. The hotel was a ‘wow’ factor
for me when we saw how beautiful it was and all petals on the bed and
on the table in our rooms from the tree outside the hotel.
We were glad to relax on our first morning after our tiring journey before
our friends Seren, Hannah, Rebecca and Miara came to the hotel. Our first
appointment that afternoon was very moving – going to the local church
at Ambohidratrimo to hand in the English books we brought from our
library at Llanfair to give to the children and adults at the English Club.
What was special also was when we had a drink together and cake, praying
together as brothers and sisters. Miara and Rebecca knew the women we
met as they were involved in the English Club when they lived in
Madagascar. We were presented with certificates to thank us. It’s a new
library with lots of empty shelves for books, so we were happy to help out
and we hope the members all enjoy reading them.
There’s a lot of work going on at the church to make it bigger. What
touched me was seeing small children maybe as young as my little boy
Harvey, who’s only six, carrying heavy baskets of stones and helping, but
what really struck me was they were all smiling and happy and not letting
things bother them.
On our second afternoon, we went to Miara and Rebecca’s house to meet
members of Ny Ako, the Scripture Union group who came to Wilmslow
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last year singing, dancing and sharing the Gospel. Seeing Andy and
Miranha’s beautiful baby was a real treat and giving them baby clothes for
little Nathaniel after our minister Peter’s grandson. They were so
delighted. It was very touching when Ny Ako sang Calon Lan with us and
gave us a gift each, which we were not expecting. Mino and Lalaine’s
restaurant, La Fourchette, was so special and they stayed open for us to
have food there that evening.
On our first Sunday we had an early start at 5 o’clock to get ready for the
first morning service at church at 6 o’clock. There were so many people
there that some had to sit outside. One child it was great to see - all
dressed up and smiling in her best clothes and her shoes on as when we
saw her working hard outside on the Friday she had no shoes at all and
she was very dusty – especially her glasses. We had a great afternoon with
ex-volunteers from Madagascar who’ve been with us at Llanfair over the
years and some brought their children to meet us. We sang to each other
and had prayers together which was precious, but what brought a tear to
my eye was when we gave the children colouring books and felt pens.
Their faces were amazing, they sang to say thank you. It was very moving
and they sat on the grass colouring. That evening we had a meal with
members of the church, the minister and his wife. They made us feel
welcome as well.
We were up early again the next day to visit the church office and then to
the children’s centre, Akany Avoko Faravohitra to see the children of
different ages which was a real eye-opener to see how well-looked after
they are and that they feel safe, nurtured and well-loved and cared for. It
was a warm welcome and the children said hello to us. What was really
lovely and touched me was when we gave them gifts and that they
couldn’t thank us enough – they sang and danced for us, including a little
boy only about 3 who was a brilliant dancer. There is hope, faith and
compassion there – it was a really special place to go and visit. Hanta is
one incredible and inspirational lady for what she does, we need more
people like her around the world to give us a wake-up call. As an orphan
she was brought up in a children’s home and her life changed when she
came to Penrhys in 2001 as an 18 year old to work as a volunteer. Some
of our friends at Wilmslow URC will have met her and supported her work
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as a Scout Leader. After going home to Madagascar, she trained to be a
social worker and is now running Akany Avoko Faravohitra, home to 52
children and teenagers. She married Nicolas, who came with her to
volunteer in Penrhys, they have two beautiful daughters, Kezia and Enya.
The next day we went to another children’s centre, Akany Avoko
Ambohidratrimo and had a look around. They were from the ages 0 – 19
years old. What an amazing friendly place! They are well cared for and
happy and very faithful to the children who start school earlier than we do
at 7 in the morning until 12, then go back 2 until 5.
It’s a very different culture to where we live, we shouldn’t take things for
granted. What an amazing experience to go to Madagascar to see the way
they live. It has been very emotional at times where we have been visiting
but there is so much hope in these projects but just not enough support
with money. Seeing the children smiling and happy was amazing after
their upbringing and the sad things they have experienced.
The next day we went to the school which is very poor – no electric and
water coming in through the roof, as well as bats so the children take turns
to clean up the mess in the morning. The teachers (who don’t get paid
very often) helped them to make banners to welcome us. I brought a
Welsh flag from Harvey’s school, Gelli Primary and they were delighted.
Well it was sad to see the school building which needed so many repairs
done but no money to do it all but it was lovely to see the children keen
to learn and see them all happy. There was hope and faith and love there.
The school nearly closed two years ago, but people in the local church
took it over and are doing wonderful work.
On our second weekend in Madagascar, we set off in a minibus for a four
hour journey to another hotel in the rainforest for two days. We went on
a boat to see the lemurs and had a walk around which was great and we
saw crocodiles as well. The lemurs jumped onto us and I was the first one
out of the group to have a lemur on my shoulder. I was very shocked at
first as I was not expecting it to happen like that!
The day after we got back from the rainforest we got up ready to meet
the local football and rugby team so we could present them with the
footballs and rugby balls we brought with us as gifts from a Welsh chapel
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in Newport. We had a photo with them –what a moving morning, they
were so happy. It was a very emotional and humbling experience.
What has struck me about being in Madagascar is that we here have
everything. In Madagascar some people have to wash their clothes in a
river where the water is dirty. Some people can only eat one meal a day
and we noticed people going through rubbish at the side of the road.
There is awful poverty, but we also saw hope, faith and love through the
wonderful people we met who are working hard to share the love of God
for our brothers and sisters who find life a struggle.

Hanta with the children and young people at the wonderful centre she is
responsible for, Akany Avoko Farahovitra.
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News from the Uniformed Organisations
The Uniformed Organisations
had their AGM on Friday 14th
June. We were saddened to learn that Hannah Purdy, the Guide leader,
and Caroline Eddie, Assistant Guide leader and Secretary to the Uniformed
Organisations, are standing down at the end of this term due to exciting
changes in their working lives. Chris Tarbard is standing down after 15
years as treasurer. We sincerely thank these three people, who have
contributed richly to the life of the Uniformed Organisations. They will be
sorely missed.
Laura Moore, the Rainbow leader, reported that she now has 13 girls, and
2 regular Unit Helpers and support from parents on a regular basis. One
girl was presented with the new Rainbow Gold Award at her last meeting
before Easter.
The Brownies are thriving with 24 girls, 2 leaders to support Stevie Jepson
and a regular parent helper. They have had several trips including a trip to
Aldeli on the train, indoor skydiving and fire lighting in the woods.
Guides suffered a fall in numbers during the year but now have 10 very
enthusiastic members. All girls are supporting the church’s “Funding the
Future” Campaign through filling Smarties Tubes with £1 coins,
participating in the Balsam Bash in the Carrs, and running a cake stall on
14th July following a service in Church.
Beavers, under Ara Couligian with Pam Wiles in support, have 20 boys but
this will change dramatically during the coming year as 14 move up to
Cubs in a phased manner. Fortunately, there is a healthy waiting list! A
mother, whose son is on the waiting list, has volunteered to help.
Mark Adamson, our Cub Leader, had six cubs when he started 6 months
ago and now has 16. He devised the Balsam Bash in June 30 raising funds
for the church and Uniformed Organisations. He hopes to start a Scout
Troup next year once we have found a Cub Leader to replace him!
There’s plenty of support for the next group of leaders. If you know of
anyone who might fill these roles please contact me. Iain Duncan
ssy
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Summer clean up
Our halls and Undercroft are now very well used
during term time so the Property Team plan to do
some summer maintenance on these important
facilities in August. If you are free during the week
starting Monday August 26th, and willing to lend a hand, please contact
us so we can plan the work in advance. Many thanks.

Martin Duguid and Eddie Parsons

Fancy coming along to Messy Church?
Everyone is Welcome
They are held 4-6pm in Wilmslow URC Halls, Chapel Lane, SK9 1PR.
2019 Dates are:
7th July
8th Sept
6th Oct
3rd Nov
1st Dec
messychurchwilmslow@hotmail.com or 01625 532600 or just turn up.
Please bring a picnic tea – drinks are provided.
Different theme and activities each month.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
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Wilmslow Wells for Africa

WWforA is a direct action charity run
by volunteers, working through
trusted contacts in Britain and Africa.
They improve life in drought-stricken areas of Africa by providing wells,
pumps, dams, water collection equipment plus hygiene and sanitation.
Over 99% of everything raised goes directly to water projects.
Since the mid 1980’s, over £1.3 million has been raised, funding more than
210 projects.
More information about projects, including a video of a borehole project
from start to finish, see the website www.wilmslowwells.org
There you will find a 30 mins video compiled from 48 film clips taken
during the construction of Kambini borehole. It is fascinating to see how
the work is carried out and the challenges that are faced to achieve
success. The final scenes show the first operation of the pump and the
users' grateful thanks which is very rewarding.

Project 249
Ayira “A” village, Uganda - 67% of the rural
population lack clean water. “For 80 years I’ve
lived here and never seen a single borehole.
We survived on seasonal springs and open
wells during rainy seasons. All except a few dry
out. We could share water sources with
animals but then people become ill. I used to
survive on one 20 litre jerrycan of water for a
week. I could stay for 2 days without bathing
so long as I have something to drink and help me prepare food. Without
help, old people suffer a lot, especially when water access is a problem.
Then the community was looking for land for borehole construction.
Overwhelmed with joy I willingly gave my piece of land. Now I can access
water at any time. Thank you very much Wilmslow Wells for Africa.” Pila
Aduluman Okello
You can subscribe to the mailing list via the website (Link on home page).
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Funding the Future – Uniformed Organisations

The Uniformed Organisations have been asked to help towards our
Fundraising efforts and have willingly accepted the challenge.
On July 14th the Guides, led by Hannah Purdy, will be
organising a cake sale in the Undercroft after the morning
service.

Iain Duncan

£2 Jam Jars

Thanks to all those collecting £2 coins
in jam jars. The new total stands at £960 from 27 jars.

Watch Wimbledon on our Big Screen
Watch the Wimbledon
Ladies Tennis Final live
on 13th July 1-5pm
Who can forget the great
time we shared together
watching
the
live
screening of the Royal Wedding celebrations on the big screen last May
in The Undercroft Cafe, and enjoying food and a glass of fizz!
Why not join us again, this time to watch a live screening of The Ladies
Tennis Final on Saturday 13th July, 1-5pm in The Undercroft Café, £10 per
person, includes a cream tea and glass of fizz!
Tickets available from Sonia & Ronnie Dykstra or Wendy Williams.

The Fundraising Team
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Book Club
The next meeting will be held on Monday July 8th when we
will discuss ‘The History of Bees’ by Maja Lunde. This dazzling
and ambitious literary debut follows three generations of
beekeepers from the past, present, and future, weaving a
spellbinding story of their relationship to the bees and to
their children and one another.
At the following meeting on Monday September 9th, we will
discuss ‘Signs of Lost children’ by Sarah Moss. Only weeks into
their marriage a young couple embark on a six-month period
of separation. Tom Cavendish goes to Japan to build
lighthouses and his wife Ally, a doctor, takes work at the Truro
asylum. All welcome whether you have read the book or not.

Pat Crewe

Communion Sunday - Rainbow Haven Contributions
On communion Sunday, 21st July and 18th August, if you
would like to, please bring non-perishable foods or
toiletries for Rainbow Haven. Donations may be put in the
box in the vestibule at any time and will be added to those donated after
communion Sunday. Please note Rainbow Haven are NOT taking bedding,
linen, china, buggies or large toys until further notice as there is no space
to store them. Thank you.
Val Lane

Pilgrimage to Ethiopia
There are places remaining on a pilgrimage to Ethiopia to be led by retired
Anglican clergyman Peter Paine from October 17th to 28th this year.
Taking in rock hewn churches, the largest Oriental Orthodox Church in the
world, and an amazing range of beautiful landscapes, this promises to be
a very enriching experience.
Sadly, Martin and I are not able to go on this trip but we know our friend,
Peter, will make it a very memorable, spiritual journey. To find out more
please contact him on peterspaine@gmail.com
Kirsty Thorpe
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Christian Aid

May 2019

Photo credit:
Christian
Aid/Tom
Pilston
Caption:
Tenneh &
baby
Ansumana
receive care
from nurse
Judith at the
community
clinic.

A huge thank you to everyone who participated in Christian Aid Week. To
the street collectors, the counters, Messy Church, Lent Lunchers and
John’s finance team - thank you! And of course - all the people in our
collecting streets and in our congregation who gave so generously.
Our total raised was £3028.75 - this includes Gift Aid
Each penny we give to Christian Aid helps in the fight against poverty
which still persists in our world and robs people of dignity and lets
injustice thrive. Together, we have the power to help and change this, and
one way is through supporting the work of Christian Aid.
This year’s campaign has been focussing on maternal wellbeing in Sierra
Leone. Christian Aid has been working there since 1988 and co-operates
with partners in very remote areas of the country. One of their aims is to
improve the health of mothers and babies, especially in isolated rural
villages.
Once again - thank you for your help, support and encouragement.
PS Next year’s Christian Aid Week is 10th to 16th May 2020

Dorothy Duguid and Carolynne Powell
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Church Diary
For a full list please visit our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/
Mondays

- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
-‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
- Indoor bowls takes a summer break until September
- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
- Ladies Badminton 10am start
- Thursday Tots 2-4pm
- Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
- Gardening Team (am)

Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Fridays

To book space email bookings@wilmslowurc.org.uk or ring office

July 2019
July 7th
July 8th
July 10th
July 13th
July 15th
July 22nd
July 22nd
July 25th
July 29th

4.00pm
2.00pm
11.45am
7.30pm
2.00pm
7.30pm
9.30am
2.30pm

Messy Church
Book Club – Room A
Midweek Reflections
Ladies Tennis Final in the Undercroft (ticketed)
Elders Meeting
Property Team
Fundraising Meeting
Premises Team
Monday Fellowship – Strawberry Tea

August 2019
Aug 14th
Aug 29th

11.45am
7.30pm

Midweek Reflections
Pastoral Support

September 2019
Sep 2nd
Sept 8th

7.30pm
4.00pm

Elders Meeting
Messy Church

Email copy for the Sep 2019 edition to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy
Shepherd (sub editor) at wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
on or before Friday 16th August 2019
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 1st September 2019
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