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Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship elsewhere,
please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during May 2019
Sunday May 5th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
Sunday May 12th
10.30am Morning Worship with Life Church Wilmslow
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday May 19th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
and Minister in Training Carol Sutcliffe
Sunday May 26th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Tony Burnham
Sunday June 2nd
10.30 am Morning Worship led by our Minister and Minister in
Training Carol Sutcliffe
for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk
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Bible Readings Sundays in May
As we journey from Easter towards Pentecost, the readings from John’s
Gospel are full of symbols and relationships, whilst the passages from
the book of Revelation show us the impact of Easter from the perspective
of heaven.
The first Sunday’s readings explore how Jesus turns lives around. After a
night of fishing, the disciples meet the risen Jesus on the seashore and
eat breakfast with him. Peter, who had denied Jesus before the
crucifixion, is restored and recommissioned by Jesus to care for his flock.
The following week we are encouraged to live in the power of the
resurrection. In the Gospel reading we hear how Jesus the good
shepherd looks after his flock with an indestructible care, mirroring to us
the way we should care for others. The Revelation passage links with the
reading from John as heaven celebrates in the victory of the Lamb of
God.
On the third Sunday we focus on how the outworking of the Spirit’s
presence overcomes human divisions as we read how Christ-like love is
the essential resource that enables Jesus’ friends to survive and reach
beyond themselves. In Revelation, the barrier between God and humans
is finally overcome and ‘the home of God is among mortals’.
On the last Sunday our gospel reading focuses on how the community
of friends of Jesus must live and the gift of his peace which can hold
them together.
May 5th

John 21: 1-9

Revelation 5: 11-14

May 12th

John 10: 22-30

Revelation 7: 9-17

May 19th

John 13: 31-35

Revelation 21: 1-6

May 26th

John 14: 23-29

Revelation 21: 10, 22-22.5

Fiona Wood
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Dear Friends,
One result of Easter being so late this year is that the gap for getting our
breath back between Lent and Holy Week and the start of Christian Aid
week on Sunday May 12th is very short. We always engage deeply with
whatever theme the charity chooses to focus on each year, and this time
it’s the health and wellbeing of mothers giving birth in the west African
country of Sierra Leone. Anyone who cares about future generations,
who has children and grandchildren of their own, or who has close
experience of neo natal death or a very difficult birth which endangered
the mother’s life, may find the stories we’ll be hearing very emotional.
Sometimes, as followers of Jesus, we’re invited to engage with the pain
of life. It may not touch us but if it deeply affects others then we can
choose to make it ours too. Christian Aid wants us to think about Sierra
Leone because it is the most dangerous place in the world to have a
baby. Ten mothers die there every day giving birth. There is a
complicated backstory which explains why the risk to mothers and
babies is so great. One was the long and violent civil war which ravaged
the country from 1991 to 2001. As the former colonial power (the UK
granted Sierra Leone its independence in 1961) our government took a
major role in bringing about peace and helping to rebuild the country’s
damaged infrastructure. Recovery was doing well when, in 2014, a major
outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus set everything in uproar again.
About 12,000 people died during the epidemic. One aspect of the Ebola
crisis was to put at risk the lives of the country’s dedicated health care
professionals. Around 10% of the nation’s doctors and nurses died as a
result of catching the virus while they were treating victims of the
disease. Imagine how such a loss would impact our own nation and then
try thinking how it must have undermined the fragile health system in a
place with few reserves, rebuilding after a long war. Sierra Leone also got
into debt as a result of needing to borrow money to pay for the resources
of people and special equipment needed to combat the Ebola outbreak.
Repaying those debts, for a country facing so many problems, is a
burden it could do without. Christian Aid is asking our government not
to ask for the UK’s loan back as another bit of help we could give.
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As a church, living through this Easter season, we know something about
the fears and joys of giving birth. We have been midwives to some very
significant new ventures in ministry over the years, as well as developing
and deepening some of our existing activities. I’m thinking particularly
about five years of Messy Church, about 17 months of community
building work that is now bearing fruit in our Undercroft Café and the
venture that began life just three years ago as Wilmslow Youth.
Last month we heard the great news that Source Youthwork, the youth
project to which we and Life Church Wilmslow have given birth, has been
awarded charitable status. This is the culmination of several years of
praying, meeting and hard work, particularly by Matt Williamson and
Gemma Tuson. They have been our youth work consultants up to now,
engaged by ourselves and Life Church to work both on site at Wilmslow
High School and more recently in the Undercroft. From May 1st they will
be employed by the new charity, most of the funding for which currently
comes from the two churches. Matt and Gemma’s combination of
professional skills, pastoral understanding and Christian faith are what
have helped to bring this new life into being. We are very lucky to have
them. Alongside them, especially since the Undercroft opened for after
school cafes in December 2017, we’ve seen a growing team of volunteers
supporting this work. Some are members of our church, some attend Life
Church and others are people of goodwill from the community. All of
them willingly commit time and energy to being with, befriending and
supporting young people in Wilmslow.
When Christians have things to celebrate they do so in worship. We will
be welcoming our friends from Life Church to our service on Sunday May
12th. As part of that event both churches will sign a Letter of Intent
outlining how we will work together in the future to
support Source Youthwork. Like all new life, this youth
project will need nurturing and support to keep
growing well, as well as space and independence to
develop as God wants. What a privilege it is, to be cocreators with God who loves us. Happy Easter!

Kirsty Thorpe
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On this day……
Our buildings may not be so famous or valuable as Notre Dame
Cathedral in Paris but Wilmslow URC had its own moment in the flames
and smoke not so long ago. Here’s a report from the Wilmslow
Advertiser in 1976:
Firemen Save the United Reformed Church
Quick work by police and firemen saved Wilmslow United Reformed
Church from destruction on Tuesday.
The fire at the church in Alderley Road was spotted at about 2.30pm by
a passer-by, Mrs Joan Woodall, of 5 Birch Avenue, Wilmslow, who was
riding her bicycle. Mrs Woodall told the Advertiser, “I was riding to the
village when I saw thick black smoke coming from the church”.
Mrs Woodall flagged down a passing police motorcyclist who called the
fire brigade. Mrs Woodall added, “The smoke was pouring out from the
air grids and bottom windows. I imagined the boiler had gone”.
The fire brigade had the blaze under control in 17 minutes and used
breathing apparatus to get into the storeroom beneath the building,
where it is thought the fire started.
Assistant Divisional Officer, David Riley, told the Advertiser that the fire
could have been much worse if they had been alerted 10 minutes later.
He said, “In 10 minutes the fire would have burnt through to the pews
and the whole place could have gone up”.
Mr Riley told the Advertiser, “The combination of large volumes of smoke
from burning fabric coupled with the lack of operable window for
ventilation caused the ground and upper parts of the church to become
rapidly smoke logged”.
To encourage this dense smoke to disperse more rapidly the brigade
brought into operation their High Expansion Foam Generator which
usually introduces high expansion foam. However, on this occasion it was
used to provide forced draught and blow the smoke out from the
building through a canvas tube.
The fire severely damaged scouts’ camping and boating equipment in
the storeroom. Mr Stanley Moreton, a church member, who surveyed the
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damage, doubts if any can be recovered. He said that the scouts were
well equipped and that all the equipment had been damaged.
He added that the interior of the church had been recently decorated
and feared that it would have to be done again.
The cause of the fire is being investigated by police and firemen.
The minister, the Rev. Frederick Noden who was holidaying at the time
of the fire, returned last night to examine the extent of the damage to
his church.
In the church history, ‘Pleasant Pastures, The Story of Wilmslow United
Reformed Church 1844-1862’ (1982) it was noted that Wilmslow URC
had a ‘wealth of experts’ available in 1976 to restore the premises in a
reasonably short time. Amongst these were the ‘dedicated band of
cleaners led by Mrs. J Aldcroft and her family’ who ‘willingly gave hours
of effort’.
Although the church was forced to close while refurbishing and
redecorating went on Wilmslow Methodist Church lent their church for
URC morning services. Presumably the two congregations worshipped
consecutively rather than together. They also held a united service in the
Rex Theatre when 700 people came together in prayer and praise.
One result of the fire, according to ‘Pleasant Pastures’, was the amount
of money the URC spent on making good the damage. Before the fire
there had been conversations with Wilmslow Methodist Church about
coming together as one church. After it both congregations decided,
quite independently, that although union was their ultimate goal they
could not proceed with it yet.
Their joint resources were not enough to put into funding one new,
shared building. A poor economic situation nationally had resulted in
soaring building costs and people were shying away from investing in
large projects.
It is tempting to wonder what would have happened if Mrs Woodall had
not acted so quickly to alert the authorities about the fire in the church.
Worried readers can rest assured that the boiler room in the Undercroft
today no longer has tents or camping equipment stored in it! These are
now safely in the county Scouting store.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Report from the April Elders’ Meeting
It is often the case that some Elder’s meetings, often those ahead of
Church Meeting or other key decision points are extremely full and busy,
and that others are more relaxed. As we met on April Fool’s Day our
meeting was in the latter camp.
However, a more relaxed meeting allows us to talk and reflect better
together and give time to some of those things that would otherwise get
squeezed out.
Our Team report this past month was from our Messy Church leadership
group and we discussed the past year’s progress and what the team were
thinking about next steps. This continues to be a real success story in our
Church life and we sent our thanks to everyone involved.
Michael Williams reported back to us from the last meeting of the
Missional Partnerships Steering Group that he and Kirsty had attended.
We discussed the progress being made in relationships and providing
ministry to the Partnership. Each of the 16 churches in Greater
Manchester South and Cheshire Missional Partnership, ourselves
included, is writing a new profile of itself to help with recruiting new
ministers in the future.
The Premises Group presented to us a number of issues for decision
around the lettings of our buildings including a window cleaning
contract and the use of the halls for this year’s Art Trail. We considered
a report and subsequently approved new hiring rates for the halls and
Church premises from September 2019.
Further updates were given to keep everyone up to date on progress
with the 175th Anniversary, work by the Property Team and the
Community Café.
Throughout the meeting we listened, reflected and considered the
options before us. Whether we were wise or foolish only time will tell.

Steve Wood
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News from the Fundraisers
Thanks to our jam jar fillers. The £2 coin collections are coming in and
by mid April Steve Wood had banked £283. There are only a few jam jars
left so don’t delay.
One new date for your diary is Saturday July 13th, Wimbledon Ladies
Finals Day, when we will host a viewing of the match in the Undercroft.
Your ticket will buy you a seat in front of the big screen plus scones and
jam, along with a soft drink or glass of sparkling wine. Please reserve the
afternoon now.
Messy Church families are getting involved and the children are being
invited to fill empty Smarties tubes with 20p coins, one for each time
they behave nicely or do something helpful. No prizes for guessing who
will be forking out the coins!
Meanwhile, down at The Carrs, the days of the Himalayan balsam are
numbered as the Scouting groups plan to take part in an organised
Balsam Bash this summer to stop this invasive plant in its tracks. Please
be willing to sponsor their efforts and raise more money towards our
target of raising £30,000 by March 2021.

The Fundraising Team

Bible Study Restarts
We re-start Wednesday evening Bible Studies on May 1st. Please join me
in the church vestibule at 7.30. We discuss the readings for the previous
Sunday and the next one. The Lectionary readings are:
Week 1 (Sunday May 5th) Psalm 30, John 21.1-19, Acts 9. 1-6 and
Revelation 5. 11-14
Week 2 (Sun May 12th) Psalm 23, John 10. 22-30, Acts 9. 36-43 and
Revelation 7. 9-17
Week 3 (Sun May 19th) Psalm 148, John 13. 31-35, Acts 11. 1-18 and
Revelation 21. 1-6
Week 4 (Sun May 26th) Psalm 67, John 14. 23-29, Acts 16. 9-15 and
Revelation 21. 10, 22-22-22.5
Carol Sutcliffe
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Our Anniversary Weekend
Nobody is exactly sure when our church began in 1844 but it was in the
first part of the year. That makes Pentecost Sunday, which this year is
June 9th, the ideal time to celebrate our 175th anniversary. It’s the festival
when we remember how the Holy Spirit filled the followers of Jesus and,
after his resurrection and ascension sent them out to make disciples of
all people and nations.
Worship will include musical contributions from Voci – a talented vocal
group who have performed in our church several times. Invitations are
going out to guests from across the local community and to friends of
our church from near and far.
You are all invited! There is no need to book a ticket for worship that
morning – let’s hope we can fill every seat – but places for Lunch at
1pm will need to be reserved by May 13th. Here is your invitation card.

Kirsty and the Elders
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Wilmslow Wells for Africa - Gardens Day
So the lawns have been cut to
perfection,
shrubs
trimmed
beautifully, weeds weeded, supports
put in, tubs and pots watered, cakes baked, bacon butties at the ready,
delicious homemade lunches in preparation, tea and coffees at the
standby, ice frozen and strawberries cut for Pimm’s and gardeners plants
ready to be sold and all for an amazing and somewhat wonderful day
out for local residents in Wilmslow, Handforth and Alderley Edge.
Wilmslow Wells 27th annual major fundraiser is taking place on Saturday
the 29th of June, between 10.30am and 4.30pm, with 20 beautiful local
gardens open to the public.
And it really is a local event, having support from businesses such as
Stationery Solutions, Sainsburys, Printforce, Go Local Store, Pownall Hall
School, Chelsea Flowers, The Potting Shed and The Smokehouse.
The passion and pride really shows in both gardens large and small,
along with the most amazing organic garden of Peter Woollam’s in
Alderley Edge - with over 250 edible plants! This year’s new addition The
Temp, a community Orchard and Garden on Gravel Lane, is important as
people are becoming more conscious about their food sources and
sustainability. It is an important and interesting opportunity to see how
growers can grow their own.
Last year was a record
year, raising £15,000
on
the
day,
a
testimony to the
huge numbers of
people both enjoying
the day and indeed
supporting such a
worthwhile
charity.
Run by volunteers,
with the support of
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many in the local community, the aim of Wilmslow Wells is to improve
life in drought-stricken areas of Africa, by providing clean water, hygiene
and sanitation. Established in the 1980’s it has raised over a £1million
but what is outstanding is that over 99% of everything raised goes
directly to the projects. It’s people such as all the gardeners and
supporting volunteers helping to run the day that make this possible.
So support a local charity, have a lovely day out and know you are
helping provide what we all take for granted.
Tickets available on the day at any garden, a list of which can be found
http://wilmslowwells.org/event/2019-gardens-day/
Tickets are £12.50 for access to all the gardens, and can be bought at
any of the gardens on the day or at St John’s Church Hall where there
will also be lunches served, 11.00am-2.00pm
If you wish to plan your route in advance, you can buy tickets at £10
from: Chelsea Flowers, Chapel Lane, or The Potting Shed, Alderley Edge
or Shan on 01625 520193 or David on 01625 528664
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Christian Aid 12-18th May 2019
Dear Friends, As I write this, Christian Aid Week
seems a long way into the future, but by the time
you read this article, Carolynne and I will be busy organising and
coordinating our efforts and the board will be up in the Church vestibule
and hopefully filling up fast!
Please consider volunteering - ask a friend to help with delivering and
collecting. It’s much more fun doing it with company.
Every collector, counter and volunteer is important and plays an integral
part in the work of Christian Aid. Please be involved by collecting, giving
or praying. Thanks for all your help and support.
Extract from CA website
“Collecting house to house
could help people living in
poor
communities
like
Tenneh.
Tenneh’s
son
Ansumana is a happy,
bouncy baby. But Tenneh has
loved – and lost – another
child. During her first labour,
Tenneh started bleeding
heavily and fell unconscious.
Photo: Christian Aid/Tom Pilston
With no health centre nearby,
she was treated by a traditional birth attendant. Her little boy wouldn't
breastfeed and died aged just three months.
‘That day I will never forget,’ she says. ‘I felt sick like never before. I loved
my baby so much.’ It broke Tenneh's heart to lose her precious child and
she knows she, too, could have died.
Thankfully, when Tenneh became pregnant [again], Christian Aid had
helped introduce healthcare in her village. By collecting house to house,
you could help build a better, brighter future for people like Tenneh.”
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week

Dorothy Duguid and Carolynne Powell
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Book Club
The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 13th,
when we will discuss ‘Eleanor Oliphant is Completely
Fine’ by Gail Honeyman. Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple
life. She wears the same clothes to work every day, eats
the same deal for lunch every day and buys the same
two bottles of vodka to drink at the
weekend. Eleanor is happy. Nothing is
missing from her carefully timetabled existence except
sometimes everything.
At the following meeting on Monday, July 8th, we will
discuss ‘The History of Bees’ by Maja Lunde.

Pat Crewe

Extracts from the ‘Church Bulletin’ sent by A. Allen
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and
gracious hostility.
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's
Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

Communion Sunday - Rainbow Haven Contributions
On communion Sunday, 19th May, if you would like
to, please bring non-perishable foods or toiletries
for Rainbow Haven. Donations may be put in the box
in the vestibule at any time and will be added to
those donated after communion Sunday. If you have larger items to
donate please arrange with me a mutually convenient time when I can
collect them.

Val Lane
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Last Monday I took Brian and Gwen on a shopping trip.
During the morning we talked about a problem I am having
with bare patches on my lawn. Brian is an expert in growing
grass from fields to football pitches to bowling greens.
I went through the steps I had taken and he agreed with
these actions but gave the advice that I should water the new
grass seeds sparingly, as most people overwatered new
seeds. I followed this advice to the letter.
On Monday I was moaning that no seeds were showing.
Brian said that I must be watering the grass the wrong way.
He said I should water the grass standing on one leg.
Gwen immediately added that it should be the right leg. She
also requested a photograph.
This event took place at 11.50 on April Fool’s Day.

Marshal Wood

No further comment!

Photos of the URC garden by Iain Duncan
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Church Diary
For a full list please visit ‘What We Do' and ‘Church Calendar’ sections
on our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Fridays

- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
-‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
- Indoor bowls 2pm start
- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
- Ladies Badminton 10am start
- Thursday Tots 2-4pm
- Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
- Gardening Team (am)

May 2019
May 7th
May 8th
May 9th
12th – 18th
May 13th
May 13th
May 20th
May 20th
May 20th

7.30pm
11.45am
12:00
2.00pm
7.30pm
2.00pm
2.00pm
7:30pm

Elders Meeting
Mid – Week Reflections
Lunchtime Concert
Christian Aid Week
Book Club – Room A
Outreach Team Meeting
Mon Fellowship – Bin Bag Lady, Judith Townsend
Property Team Meeting
Finance Team Meeting

June 2019
June 3rd
June 3rd

2.00pm
2.00pm

June 3rd

7.30pm

Admin. Team Meeting – Vestibule
Monday Fellowship AGM followed by
A Lancashire Folksinger, Rob Mason
Elders Meeting

Copy for the June 2019 edition of the WURC Newsletter should be
emailed to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
on or before Friday 10th May 2019
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 26th May 2019
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