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Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship elsewhere,
please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during April 2019
Sunday April 7th
10.30am Morning Worship with baptism led by our Minister
Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
4.00pm Messy Church
Palm Sunday April 14th
10:30am Palm Sunday Morning Worship
led by our Minister in training Carol Sutcliffe
Maundy Thursday April 18th
8pm Communion and Tenebrae Service led by our Minister
Good Friday April 19th
10:00am Good Friday joint Service with Water Lane at URC Chapel Lane
led by our Minister in training and Revd Katy Thomas
Easter Sunday April 21st
10:30am Easter Sunday Morning Worship and communion
led by our Minister in training
Sunday April 28th
10:30am Morning Worship led by Revd Dr Noel Irwin, Northern College
Sunday May 5th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk
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Bible Readings Sundays in April
The season of Passiontide begins with readings that examine our passion
for God. On the first Sunday we read from Isaiah where the emphasis is
on looking to the future. The Israelites exiled in Babylon are soon to
return home once more. The prophet urges them to declare afresh the
praises of God. In the gospel of John, Mary’s passionate act of anointing
Jesus’ feet is both a foreshadowing of his burial and an inspiration for us
to perform acts of love and kindness for others. Palm Sunday’s readings
tell the familiar story of Jesus reaching Jerusalem and arranging to enter
the city on a donkey. As Jesus joins the crowds of pilgrims arriving, the
disciples hail Jesus as the ’king who comes in the name of the Lord’ much
to the anger of the watching Pharisees. In Psalm 118 we hear the
processional words which would have been sung by pilgrims
approaching the Temple in Jerusalem for the Passover festival.
The Easter readings suggest that it took some time for the Early Church
to process the amazing reality of Jesus’ resurrection. From the moment
that the women first discovered the empty tomb, the resurrection
brought new life and energy and hope into the world. In his letter to the
people of Corinth, Paul examines the facts of the resurrection and its
meaning for the followers of Jesus. This was, and still is, amazing news
that needs to be shared with the same vitality and excitement now. On
the last Sunday in April our gospel reading explores the sending of the
Holy Spirit to transform the disciples after the resurrection of Jesus, in a
story only found in John’s gospel. The risen Jesus appears to his disciples,
first without, and then with Thomas present. They see his wounds and
receive his peace. In Revelation we have a vision of Jesus, the wounded
and risen one, returning to be with us.
April 7th

John 12: 1-8

Isaiah 43: 16-21

April 14th

Luke 19: 28-40

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29

April 21st

Luke 24: 1-12

1 Corinthians 15: 19-26

April 28th

John 20: 19-31

Revelation 1: 4-8

Fiona Wood
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Dear Friends,
First of all I want to say thank you for making me feel so welcome. I know
that I am a very unusual ministerial ordinand and your support means a
lot to me as I once again start a new phase on my long faith journey.
Lent is all about wilderness journeys and beyond and is a time of
reflection on our journeys. What is God’s plan for us and where will that
journey lead? Questions often lead to more questions. Jesus often
answered a question with another question, putting people on the spot.
Time in the wilderness can make us reassess what we value in life.
It is all a question of focus - a question of faith, of what we seek. The
Spirit is very active in the New Testament which is the sign of God’s
power at work in the world. The Spirit sustains us, reconciles the
estranged, breaks down barriers and is still at work within our world.
Jesus called his disciples friends and showed them, as they journeyed
together, glimpses of the Kingdom of love. As we journey together on
the emotional roller coaster from wilderness experiences, to the depths
of despair and finally the joy of revelation, may we keep on questioning
and keep on living the rule of love. Yet the questions don’t stop there, as
after the revelation of resurrection we see doubt and uncertainty, fear
and a feeling of unworthiness. Surely we can all identify with those
feelings and so the questioning must go on in order for us to grow in
faith and to see beyond the barriers of our own making to the
possibilities that are from God, with all the challenges that entails.
God the Holy Spirit, our encouraging companion, renew our desire for
that walk with you which brings life in all its fullness. Amen
God bless you all on your journey.

Carol Sutcliffe
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On this day……
To mark our 175th Anniversary here are some extracts from the archives.

Wilmslow Congregational Magazine January 1944
Minister’s Letter. Dear Friends, Greetings for the New Year. May it be
such as we all desire, a year of returning peace, of secure liberties, of
renewed service, of increasing knowledge that true happiness is found
only in the faithful doing of God’s will…. Yours sincerely, Water Lazenby
Children’s Bring and Buy: The handsome sum of ten pounds was added
to our Centenary Fund by the children of the Primary department as the
result of the “Bring and Buy” Sale which was organised by Miss Bowyer,
on Saturday, December 11th. The schoolroom was crowded with mothers
and friends who thoroughly enjoyed the entertainment provided by the
little ones and the refreshments provided by the teachers.

Wilmslow Congregational Church Newsletter April 1969
From the Minister’s Letter. The oldest prayer used in the Christian
Church … older than the Lord’s Prayer in public worship…. is the Sursum
Corda, the “Lift up your hearts”. It is printed in our hymnbook cover. This
is a wonderful prayer, not just because it is so old and has been repeated
by Christians ever since the first century, but because it shows how our
prayers, especially at the Lord’s Table, should be full of thanksgiving. We
thank God for Christ and especially that he has risen and is with us.
Then the prayer goes on to show how, when we come so close to Christ
at the Communion and are united with him, we must be close to all his
people everywhere, in every Church all over the world. And not just close
to them, but close to all those who are close to him in heaven. If we are
all close to Christ we must all be close to each other: God’s faithful people
in every age, and those we have loved who are with him now. No wonder
this is a prayer to say with great cheerfulness and joy…… Yours sincerely,
Robert William Courtney.
At our March Church Meeting there was a general discussion on
Sunday worship and Communion services. This was the first time Mr.
Courtney had presided at our church meetings and a lively occasion
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ensured. About sixty people were present and many contributed to the
discussion…. On the subject of the services, it was explained that the
congregation should respond to prayers by a spoken “amen”, and
already, with familiarity, the practise is becoming established ... Church
Meeting decided that it would be a good thing to learn one new hymn
every month, and to learn it thoroughly by singing it at least three times
during our eight services. Mr Courtney has been glad to be provided with
a list of the hymns that are known, or are quite strange. Lots of “new”
hymns in “Congregational Praise” are, in fact, very old hymns! That is true
of our first Hymn of the Month, no. 140 “Come ye faithful, raise the
strain”. It is a happy and triumphant Easter hymn, rather like a carol, and
(missing out verse two) it can be sung any Sunday of the year.
Missionary Notes. We have received a letter from Miss M. Cole, S.R.N.,
who is now safely back in Africa after her furlough. Almost as soon as
she arrived in Mbereshi she was bitten by a snake but is now, we gather,
recovered, though it made unpacking and getting straight rather
difficult. Some of the goods the Sewing Circle made for her and which
she saw when she was in Wilmslow are now in Mbereshi. The coffee
morning to be held to provide dried milk for Miss Cole’s patients on
leaving Mbereshi Hospital is to be at the home of Mrs S. Walton on
Wednesday April 23rd from 10.30 till 12. There will be a Bring and Buy
stall, and cakes would be most acceptable. Please come and bring a gift.
Scouts. Our new Session will start on 11 th April when Mr. David Searby
will continue his course on electronics. It’s Bob-a-job time again, and it
is with the good will of parents and friends who find reasonable jobs for
the boys to do that we are able to pay our annual census money to
Headquarters. At 10/- per head we need to earn £16 during Easter Week.
Seasonal Warning! One man’s junk is another man’s treasured piece of
equipment….. safely stored because it’s bound to come in useful some
day. A party is going through the Church premises on or after April 17 th
to restore valuables to safe keeping and to clear our rubbish. So if you
are passionately attached to a torn copy of Barrett’s Hymnal dated 1887,
a package of unopened charity envelopes of ancient vintage, or more
substantial wreckage, please sort it out and label it for posterity before
Spring Cleaning begins. After April 17th it may be TOO LATE. Kirsty
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Report from the March Elders’ Meeting
Once again there was a very full agenda and after devotions, we quickly
got into various discussions including such items as missional
partnership, the synod manse policy, church halls cleaning and Wilmslow
Youth with Source. A ROC Youth conversation will take place in April.
The meeting then moved onto topics such as fundraising and possible
events to celebrate the 175th anniversary of Wilmslow URC and GDPR,
for which a policy is being drafted. The updated halls booking system
was also a topic of discussion.
The proposed budget was reviewed by Elders and will be presented at
the next Church meeting along with the proposed donations policy.
The meeting finished with Grace being said to each other.

Ken Wallace

Update on Wilmslow Youth
Here is some of the news from Wilmslow Youth. Since January the trustee
body of the new charity to be set up once we have Charity Commission
approval, Source, has met monthly. Lisa Wood, David Jackson and I
attend from WURC. Rob White, Tracy Aston and Simon Horsfield
represent Life Church. Matt Williamson and Gemma Tuson are present
as the prospective Chief Executive and Deputy CE of Source. Until the
charity employs them they remain our youth work consultants.
After school ROC cafés in the Undercroft are going well on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday afternoons, plus three Friday evening ones. Great
volunteers from the two churches and across the community help to
make these happen. Matt and Gemma continue to mentor pupils
through Wilmslow High School’s Wellbeing Hub and build friendships in
the school lunchtime clubs.
On Thursday afternoons and evenings youth counselling sessions take
place in the Housley and Sumner rooms for young people who would
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otherwise have to travel to Macclesfield. With more funding this could
expand to Wednesday afternoons.
Matt is applying for grants to expand the work he and Gemma are
heading up. With help from ROC (Redeeming our Communities) they are
running a Youth Conversation at Wilmslow High School at 3.30 on
Monday April 29th. In their spare time (!) Matt and Gemma are lining up
all the policies and protocols Source will need.

Kirsty Thorpe

Taking the Lid off Fund-Raising
Funding the future is our goal
Reaching others is our role.
Together we can save a lot
By putting money in these pots.
First eat the jam and then when empty
Piggy banks we have a-plenty.
Two pound coins fit snugly in
And 20 fill it to the brim.
On the label put your name
So that Gift Aid we can claim.
If you at Church Meeting are not
Then when in church please take a pot.
A little soon becomes a lottle
If each of us can fill a bottle.

The Fundraising Team thanks you
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What is Tenebrae….?
As a preparation for Easter, the service of Tenebrae is
different from any other act of worship that we hold
through the year. It dates back to the beginnings of the Reformed
movement in Europe and provides a truly powerful and dramatic
experience on the evening of Maundy Thursday. Heidrich Zwingli, one of
the founding fathers of Reformed thinking, conducted the first Reformed
Tenebrae in 1525 in Zurich.
Our service is modelled on the pattern he established. ‘Tenebrae’ is a
Latin word meaning darkness or shadows. To ensure that darkness will
have fallen by the end of the service we will start at 8pm on Thursday
April 18th. As we come into church you will see that the chairs are set
out in a rectangular lay out surrounding a long table in the centre of the
worship space. The table will be set with 12 lighted candles and a reading
desk at either end. We start with a simple communion service, in the
round, where the sharing of bread and wine remind us of the Last
Supper. Then we hear 12 readings, offered by different voices, with each
reader extinguishing a candle before they return to their seat. The Bible
readings bring to life the harrowing sequence of betrayals, prosecution
and execution faced by Jesus. As each reading ends the light in church
falls to an ever more subdued level and we sing a verse of a hymn.
At the end the final Christ light is extinguished and a closing prayer
offered in semi darkness. There is no benediction, and we depart out into
the dark in silence, having relived the great tragedy that is the betrayal
and death of Jesus. It is a deeply moving experience.

The Worship team

Newsletter Versions
The email version of the newsletter is exactly the
same as the paper version. The website version has
Personally Speaking, and sometime other personal
information, removed. If you would like to join the email version
distribution list, for convenience, environmental or any other reason,
please email the newsletter in box or Andrew Allan. Thank you. Editor
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Peggy’s Oatmeal Cookies
•
If you don’t have North American measuring
cups, use a liquid measure cup. 1 cup is equivalent to 8
fluid oz.
•
If you don’t have a set of North American
measuring spoons, 1 teaspoon is just a tad short of a teaspoon in your
cutlery drawer.
Sift together:
1 cup plain flour
1 tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
In a separate bowl, cream together:
½ cup (4 oz) shortening (I use TREX)
1 cup white sugar
Add:
1 beaten egg
1 tsp vanilla
Add dry ingredients to this mixture and stir well.
Stir in:
1 cup porridge oats
Grease baking sheets.
Place heaped teaspoons of batter on baking sheets, leaving space
between to allow spreading during baking.
Dip a fork in a glass of water and flatten batter. The mixture is sticky,
so keep dipping fork in water to prevent batter sticking to the fork.
Bake at 180oC for 10-12 minutes or until golden.
Place on baking racks to cool.

Peggy Arnell

Wilmslow Wells for Africa-Souperday
£1464 - thank you! This could not be raised without your support before
and on the day. This sizeable will be put to good use and will transform
many lives.
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Weekly Giving Appeal
Each year I try to find some different words to present the Budget to
Church Meeting but so often I end up saying virtually the same thing;
this year is no different. This year, again, was a tough Budget to prepare.
The Budget presented to Church Meeting on 24 March is a balanced
budget with income matching expenditure of £167,243. This equates to
a weekly cost of £3,216 of which almost 50% is paid to the United
Reformed Church for Mission and Ministry. It costs us around £745 a
week to run and maintain the premises; without the assistance of so
many of our members this cost would be higher.
However, a balanced budget means that we are not putting anything
aside for future projects or rebuilding our funds so we can provide for
future larger expenditure items and respond to unexpected
emergencies. With this in mind the Finance Team and Elders have agreed
that I should issue this appeal.
If every one of our regular givers gave an extra £1 per week then our
annual income would rise by £7,500. We are looking at other income
sources including grants, our letting charges and ensuring that we
maximise the gift aid that we can recover from the Government but we
wanted to make this appeal; please can you consider your regular giving
prayerfully and think about whether you could make a small change to
help make a difference.
If you don’t currently give regularly by standing order or envelope and
would like to, please talk to me or Colin Shepherd. If you have other
questions or queries, please let me know.
We are very appreciative of what all our members and friends give to the
Church, both financially and in time. We have given a lot over the past
few years to enable us to be at an exciting point for future projects in
Church. What we need to do is ensure that this can now be maintained
for the future.

Many thanks
Steve Wood
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Christian Aid

12-18th May 2019

Will you join thousands of others in taking part in
the UK’s longest-running fundraising week?
This year, Christian Aid (CA) is focusing on childbirth and maternal health
in Sierra Leone.
Pregnancy should
be a time of
celebration and joy,
not a time of fear
and anxiety, but this
is a difficult and
dangerous country
in which to give
birth. One child in 9
dies before the age
of five.
CA works in partnership with local agencies to support, advise and give
medical aid to help make childbirth safer for all mums and babies.
This is how YOU can help:
●

Volunteer to be a house to house collector during CA week

●

Put a donation in the CA envelope on CA Sunday (12th May)

●

Go out for lunch! A light meal is available on Tuesdays in March
and on 2nd and 9th of April from 12.00 to 1.30 at Dean Row
Chapel. Our church is providing the catering on the 2nd of April
and a warm welcome is guaranteed.

●

Attend the meeting on Monday April 8th at Dean Row chapel for
an introduction to CA week and more information about this
year’s campaign. It starts at 6.30 and will last about 90 minutes.

Write the CA dates in your diaries and sign up to be a collector
when the board goes up in the church vestibule.
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week Thanks for your
support.
Dorothy Duguid and Carolynne Powell
●
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Dear Friends,
Some of you may be aware that Christian Aid’s Lent
campaign is called “RISE UP against climate
change”. Part of their campaign is to target HSBC who are still investing
in coal–powered power stations around the world, despite signing the
2015 Paris Pledge for Action to reduce emissions. They are asking church
members to write to the Group Chief Executive, John Flint and ask him
to ‘shift away’ from fossil fuels and invest in renewable schemes.
We have a draft letter that Christian Aid have prepared. If you think that
you would like to get involved in this campaign then all you have to do
is to complete the draft letter and drop it in to Wilmslow HSBC.
Please contact Dorothy Duguid (01625 527229) or Carolynne Powell
(01625 531651) for a copy of the Draft letter.
Thanks for all your help and support. Dorothy and Carolynne

Recital Return of a Favourite

Thursday May 9TH

Our next Thursday Lunchtime Recital sees the return of a favourite trio –
the John Rotherham Piano Jazz Trio. It hardly seems almost four years
since they were last with us in November 2015 when they attracted one
of our largest audiences – over 80 people. Since then the record was
broken at our last recital in February by Chetham’s Opera Group when
we had over 90 people. Can we make it to 100 in May?
John, with his own inimitable style on piano will be accompanied by a
drummer and bass player and will be playing a wide variety of music
including the following: Makin’ Whoopee, A Nightingale sang in Berkeley
Square (Sherwin), Let’s call the whole thing off (George Gershwin),
Baubles, Bangles and Beads from Kismet (Borodin) and Dream Dancing
(Cole Porter) and several others.
It promises to be an outstanding hour of musical pleasure at the same
bargain price of £5 with complimentary coffee from 11.15am. Tickets will
be available soon from Cliff Crewe, Andrew Allen or the church office
and, of course, on the door on the day.

Cliff Crewe
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Out and Abouters Programme for 2019
– All Welcome
Tuesday 9thApril

Ness Gardens and Liverpool

May 6th to 11th

Holiday in Bideford

Thursday 13th June

Llandudno / Bodnant Gardens

Tuesday 17th September

Nantwich Market and Anderton Lift

Thursday 28th November Christmas Lunch at Hanging Gate and
visit to Castleton Church Christmas Tree Festival
Ness Gardens

Anderton Lift

Bideford
Bodnant Gardens
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Book Club
The next meeting will be held on, Monday, May 13th
when we will discuss ‘Eleanor Oliphant is Completely
Fine’ by Gail Honeyman. Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple
life. She wears the same clothes to work every day, eats
the same deal for lunch every day and buys the same
two bottles of vodka to drink at the
weekend. Eleanor is happy. Nothing is
missing from her carefully timetabled existence except
sometimes everything.
At the following meeting on Monday, July 8th, we will
discuss ‘The History of Bees’ by Maja Lunde.

Pat Crewe

Ten-Pin Bowling
If you wish to join the group for ten-pin bowling on Easter Saturday,
April 20th, 11.20am at Macclesfield Bowling Alley, please sign the
sheet which will be in the Undercroft during coffee.
Also please indicate your choice from the menu for lunch at the
Brocklehurst Arms, Tytherington.
Fun and fellowship guaranteed, trophies to be won. Do come along, all
welcome.

Cliff and Pat Crewe

Extracts from the ‘Church Bulletin’ thanks to A. Allen
- The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation
would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake
breakfast next Sunday.
- Low Self Esteem Support Group will
meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.
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Communion Sunday - Rainbow Haven Contributions
On communion Sunday, 21st April, if you
would like to, please bring non-perishable
foods or toiletries for Rainbow Haven.
Donations may be put in the box in the
vestibule at any time and will be added to
those donated after communion Sunday.
If you have larger items to donate please arrange with me a mutually
convenient time when I can collect them.

Val Lane
Please note that Richard & Gwenda Banwell, Sue Carline and Michael &
Wendy Williams have all moved home recently. If you need their new
addresses and/or phone numbers please contact the Church Office
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Church Diary
For a full list please visit ‘What We Do' and ‘Church Calendar’ sections
on our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Fridays

- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
-‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
- Indoor bowls 2pm start
- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
- Ladies Badminton 10am start
- Thursday Tots 2-4pm
- Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
- Gardening Team (am)

April 2019
1st
7th
8th
8th
9th
10th
11th
13th

7.30 pm
4.00 pm
2.00 pm
6.30 pm
12 noon
11.45 am
7.30 pm
10.30 am

29th

2.00 pm

30th

2.00 pm

Elders Meeting
Messy Church
Mon Fellowship–The Science of Chocolate, Dr Diana Leitch
Pre Christian Aid week meeting at Dean Row
Lent Lunch at Dean Row
Midweek Reflections
Lent discussion group
East Cheshire Hospice Coffee Morning run by Mon
Fellowship

Monday Fellowship Queen Victoria Who do you think she was? Simon Le Frenais

Property Team meeting

May 2019
8th
8th

7.30 pm
11.45 am

Elders Meeting
Midweek Reflections

Copy for the May 2019 edition of the WURC Newsletter should be
emailed to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
on or before Friday 12th April 2019
The Newsletter will be available on Sun
28th April 2019
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