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E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship
elsewhere, please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during March 2019
Sunday March 3rd
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
Sunday March 10th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Minister in Training Mrs Carol
Sutcliffe
Sunday March 17th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday March 24th
10.30am Morning Worship led our Minister and Minister in Training
Sunday March 31st
10.30am Mothering Sunday Worship led by our Minister
Sunday April 7th
10.30am Morning Worship with baptism led by our Minister
for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk
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Bible Readings Sundays in March
The readings this month guide us into Lent as Luke’s gospel helps us to
see God’s presence in both the extraordinary and ordinary.
On the first Sunday we read about Moses and Jesus glimpsing God’s
glory in mountain-top moments, receiving strength, blessings and
instructions for the work ahead. Luke highlights the importance for each
of us of praying regularly and listening to the teaching of Jesus.
On the first Sunday in Lent the account of Jesus being tested in the
wilderness gives us a powerful resource when we, too, are tested and
tempted. We are reminded of God’s eternal love and faithfulness,
encouraging us to work for God’s vision of a just and generous world.
The following week the readings invite us to reflect on the choices we
make and the value of trusting in God’s promises, even when there is no
immediate evidence that they are being fulfilled. Luke tells how Jesus
refuses to be intimidated by the threats of Herod and the Jerusalem
authorities. Jesus has a path to follow and will continue on it to the cross.
The third Sunday in Lent reminds us how often God’s plans are hidden
from us, as we read in Isaiah how Israel’s suffering is finally coming to an
end. The gospel helps us to understand that suffering is not a
punishment from God. We are all sinners needing grace and forgiveness.
God’s reconciling love and our response to it is the theme for Mothering
Sunday. In Joshua we read of the Israelites arriving in the Promised Land
and enjoying all God has to offer. Jesus brings reconciliation and
salvation together as he tells the parable of the Prodigal Son, in which
two sons discover their father’s love in a new and everlasting way.
March 3rd

Luke 9: 28-36

Exodus 34: 29-35

March 10th

Luke 4: 1-13

Deuteronomy 26: 1-11

March 17th

Luke 13: 31-35

Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18

March 24th

Luke 13: 1-9

Isaiah 55: 1-9

March 31st

Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32 Joshua 5: 9-12

Fiona Wood
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Dear Friends,
Sometimes, looking through old papers, we find hidden treasure. That
happened to one church member recently. She found papers from June
2009, as our young worshippers answered the question: ‘Where would
you like our church to be 10 years from now?’ Back then we were
discussing hopes for the future as part of the URC’s Vision 20/20 process.
The adults produced lots of words. The young people gave us words and
pictures. In this 175th anniversary year there is a lot we can learn from
the wisdom of those young people ten years ago, now young adults, as
we look to the future. This is what they said we should do.
Kirsty Thorpe
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Offer worship to anyone and everyone
Charity events
Helping to understand other’s needs
All contribute to help create a better world
Volunteer to help others
Help people less fortunate
Volunteer to do charity work
Make friends with other faiths
Social events for all religions
Donate money so lives can begin
Join churches together
Be leaders not followers in saving the environment
If you live near to Church, cycle or walk – don’t drive
Use bottles and cans and old CDs in Young Worshippers art
Put solar panels on all church roofs
Turn off church lights when not in the room
Use our car park as a recycling centre
Help the poor
Have a jumble sale or a cake stall to help the poor in Africa
Make Church a magnet for people
Make Church attractive to young people
Have the crèche in the vestibule, music, sharing Bible stories
Tell friends how good Church is and what Young Worshippers do
Have outings for young people
4

o
o

Make stronger links with Churches abroad e.g. Kerzenheim
Keep the Church building as it is now, with the same values and
beliefs with lots of new people to keep it alive
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Wilmslow Historical Society
JANUARY 1919

IN MEMORIAM

President Woodrow Wilson was given the freedom of the City of
Manchester at the turn of the year when he visited the North West. He
had an affection for the Lakes and Carlisle and wished to visit the church
where his grandfather had preached. He spoke at the Free Trade Hall and
went to the offices of the Manchester Guardian before moving on to
Versailles and the Peace Conference.
Remembrance
was
now
paramount to convince the
British public that their sacrifice
had not been in vain. The
battlefields
were
being
painstakingly
cleared
of
munitions and bodies. The
Imperial War Graves Commission
founded in 1917 by Fabian Ware
(it became the CWGC in 1960)
President Wilson in Manchester
began the monumental task of
burial and commemoration. All our cemeteries abroad followed the
same design and aesthetic if geographical conditions allowed. In
gardens designed by Gertrude Jekyll and surrounded by a low wall, the
graveyards contain an entrance, often a cross or stone of sacrifice and
rows of headstones made of Portland stone in
uniform plots. Each one is 30" tall, 15" wide and
3" thick containing the national emblem or
regimental badge, rank, name, date of death and
age of each fatality. More affluent families could
pay for additional phrases. If a body could not be
identified, Kipling's words "A soldier of the Great
War known unto God" were inscribed. All
headstones are the same size irrespective of rank
and in 1914 it was decided there was to be no
Cheshire regiment
headstone
repatriation of bodies.
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WWI servicemen who died between 4th August 1914 and 31st Aug 1921
are all remembered by the CWGC. We had 12 in the period 1919 to 1921.
Driver Richard Whalley Hamnett died on 5th January 1919, aged 23.
He had served with the RASC (TR2/015946) and had been apprenticed
to a mechanical engineer before the war. He is buried and remembered
in St Bart's at the civic memorial and in Wilmslow Methodist Church.
Private Wallace Slater, Croix de Guerre of the 1st/7th Cheshires
(290747) died, aged 28, on 17th February 1919 in the 48th Casualty
Clearing Station. He had been apprenticed to a boot maker and lived at
35 Brook Lane. Wallace is buried at the Belgrade Cemetery, Namur and
commemorated in Alderley Edge and at St John's.
St John's Lindow and Alderley Edge memorial also commemorate
Private Percy Burgess of the 8th Cheshires (53750) who died on 9th
March 1919 of pleurisy in Manchester before he could be demobbed. He
was only 19 and had spent time as a PoW in Germany. He lived with his
widowed mother at 65 Brook Lane and was a farm labourer before
joining up in January 1917. He is buried in St John's graveyard.
Captain Arthur Rushton Bickham died, aged 33, at "Lyndhurst",
Altrincham on 15th February 1919. Before the war he lived at "Hill View",
Alderley and worked for his father, an East India merchant. Arthur was
educated at Ryleys, Malvern and Manchester University. He died of septic
pneumonia contracted in Italy serving with the Royal Garrison Artillery
155th Heavy Brigade and was mentioned in dispatches by Plumer. He
is buried at St John's where he is also remembered. His name is on the
Wilmslow civic memorial as well.
Basra War Cemetery is the last resting place of Captain Hubert
Burrington Thornhill of the 1st Devons (attached later to the Royal
West Kents) who died of diphtheria, aged 24, on 23rd March 1919. His
connection with the community is unclear. Before the war he was living
with his wife, Dorothy, at Cumnor Hill, Oxford, but he did spend time in
Winsford Hospital in 1915 with a serious leg injury. St Bart's and the civic
memorial record his passing.
Private Albert Victor Brace died, aged 32, on 2nd April 1919. Before
7

the war he had been a domestic gardener. He joined the RAMC (85637)
in April 1915 as an ambulance driver. Albert was discharged in January
1917 with TB and breathing problems and last worked in the canteen at
the Handforth PoW camp. He is buried at St Chad's, Handforth.
Wilmslow Cemetery is the last resting place of Private George Slater of
the 2nd Royal Welsh Fusiliers (8643) (Labour Corps). He died at home,
aged 32, on 10th May 1919. He was a professional soldier serving in India
in 1911 and before that worked as a cotton textile printer. St Bart's and
the civic memorial mark his passing.
H (perhaps Harold) Bower died on 11th January 1920. In 1911 he was
a resident of Hawthorne Street. He served with the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers (238058) and is buried in Wilmslow Cemetery.
The other 1920 fatality was Private John Reade of the 2nd Manchesters
(52940 ex 3512884). He died, aged 20, on the 27th January. He was the
son of Peter (a cattle dealer) and Hannah of Stanley Terrace, Knutsford
Road, Lindow. John is buried in Basra and listed at St John's, the civic
memorial and Basra.
Private David Turner Broadhurst of the 1st Cheshires Labour Corps
(56949) died, aged 40, on 9th May 1921. Born in Wilmslow he had lived
with his wife, Margaret, at Laburnum Cottage. His family were in Alma
Lane. David was a house painter. He is buried in Wilmslow Cemetery.
Sapper Harry J Kinsey also died aged 40. He was the husband of
Margaret of Bollin Walk. Harry served with the Royal Engineers
(237214), died on 15th May 1921 and is buried in Wilmslow Cemetery.
Private John Acton of the 3rd Cheshires (34999) was also buried in
Wilmslow Cemetery. He died on 25th May 1921, aged 29. Before the war
he lived at Bant House Farm Morley and had been a milkman. He is
remembered on the Morley memorial.
Apologies are offered to the memory of John Hewitt, Private in the 7th
South Lancs (26945), who was sadly omitted from our record of the
fallen at Passchendaele. He was wounded on the first day of the attack
and died, aged 25, a day later on 1st August 1917. John is buried at
Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension and is remembered at St Bart's
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and on the civic memorial. He was the son of Reuben and Elizabeth and
lived at Ladyfield Street. Before the war he worked at Berry Corn Mills.
This is the last of 55 monthly articles. We have tried to record the valour
and resilience of the 287 young men from Wilmslow and surrounding
villages, who perished during and just after the Great War. The conflict
had huge geopolitical consequences and a lasting effect on the societies
that sent their boys to fight. Its impact is still keenly felt. Above all, we
must never forget:
"At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them"

Jon Armstrong and Alan Cooper with a contribution
from Michael Scaife and also Geoff Butt

Report from the February Elders’ Meeting
With a full complement of Elders attending, the meeting was opened
with devotions and approval of the January Elders’ minutes.
Ken Wallace, convenor of the Outreach team, gave a comprehensive
report on the wide-ranging activities of the team over the past twelve
months. These included our updated website, the digital display in the
halls vestibule, the external and internal notice boards, a new welcome
pack and the creation of greater space in the church vestibule. Plans for
the future include additional activities in the Undercroft and maintaining
the excellent standard of the Church Newsletter. Thanks were expressed
to the team for their continued efforts in finding new ways of displaying
our work and message to the community.
Matt Williamson joined us to give an exciting and uplifting update on
the work of Wilmslow Youth. The application for ‘Source’ to be
recognised as a charity in its own right has been submitted but no further
information is yet available. Approximately 150- 170 young people
attend each week and the RoC (Redeeming our Communities) cafe held
on Friday evenings now runs three one-hour sessions, thus limiting the
number at each session to 30 to allow meaningful relationships to be
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developed. A new venture, ArC (Acting in RoC cafe), allows the young
people to express themselves in drama, and in March Matt is intending
to offer a further Parenting Course.
Kirsty reported on the initial meeting of the new Fund-raising team, with
a target of £30,000 to be raised, hopefully by March 2021. This is funding
for the future and may include applying for some grant funding. Some
suggestions for events to celebrate our 175th anniversary over the
weekend of 7-9 June were made, the emphasis being on a wide variety
of activities involving several different groups and ages.
Michael had attended the first meeting of the Missional Partnership
Steering Group held in January. Each church in our group has been asked
to provide a church profile which can be shared amongst the other
churches to help with the ‘getting to know each other’ process.
We had received a letter from Synod informing us that all churches with
manses had agreed to transfer to the Manse Scheme. Twenty three
churches were surplus to requirement and are in the process of being
marketed. This should raise approximately £4.5m payable as grants to 70
local churches once funds are available from sales of surplus properties.
Property Team will start preparing requests for significant amounts to
submit to Synod as soon as the scheme funds become on line.
Kirsty gave her ministerial report and updated us on health concerns of
several members but also the names of two new worship attendees. We
were delighted to hear that Fiona Wood will be representing us at
meetings of Churches Together in Wilmslow, although one further
volunteer is still required.
The programme for the Elders’ Training Day on Saturday 9th February
was issued and we were reminded that the service for World Day of
Prayer will be held in our Church on Friday 1st March at 11am. The
Church Family Lists for 2019 will be published shortly and a request will
be made that last year’s booklet should be returned to church for safe
disposal, in line with good Data Protection practice.
The meeting ended by saying the Grace to one another.

Liz McGuire
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Do you know your Carbon Footprint?
Our Carbon Footprint is a way of measuring our impact on the
environment. By completing a simple online questionnaire it is possible
to calculate the amount of CO2 we generate with our current lifestyles.
The challenge then is to identify areas for improvement and set targets
to reduce the amount of CO2 we use. We can measure progress by
repeating the questionnaire.
The average person's carbon footprint is about 10 tonnes per year.
which is equivalent to filling 24 million balloons with carbon. This figure
includes your proportion of the UK's emissions from industry, so the
carbon footprint calculated by Carbon Calculator will be much lower - it
is an indication of the carbon emissions you are directly responsible for.
A suitable web site is: https://www.carbonfootprint.com/
The web page provides suggestions on how individuals can reduce their
carbon footprint. Five are listed below. Savings shown are per year.

1. Hang out the washing instead of tumble drying
Hanging the washing out instead of using a tumble drier will save about
0.15 T of CO2 a year - that's £52 each year, based on 150 cycles a year.
2. Turn down the heating by 1⁰C
For an average household with a gas bill of 12,500kWh this will reduce
energy consumption by 8%, CO2 emissions by 0.181T, that's £42 saved.

3. Only fill the kettle with the amount of water you need to boil

Only boiling the amount you need will save 0.07 T CO2 a year, that's £23.

4. Spend less time in the shower (based on one 9kW shower a day)
Spending 1 minute less in the shower can save 0.023 T CO2 and £8.

5. Turn electrical equipment off when not in use
Fully turning off just one LCD TV (rather than leaving it on standby) for
18 hours a day will save about 0.005 T CO2 a year - saving £2 a year
Turn off all other equipment when not in use to multiply the savings.
Total Potential savings are 0.429 T CO2 and £127 each year.
The average worldwide carbon footprint is about 4 tonnes
The worldwide target to combat climate change is 2 tonnes
Please give it a try.
The Administration Team
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The Fruits of your Generosity
Almost a generation ago, many of you, who were worshipping in our
church at that time, contributed most generously to an appeal for help
for a Nigerian post-graduate student at Manchester University. Allison
Okpojo desperately needed money to cover his fees, so that he might
accomplish his research into developing a new procedure in the
manufacture of ear-moulds for hearing-impaired children. The response
from a large number of people was truly electric, a contemporary pressarticle reporting that more than £2500 had been donated.
A fascinating sequel to this is that Allison’s son, Mijana, yet to be born at
the time we helped his father, has just made contact with me. Mijana
himself is currently working in a hospital in Liverpool, on the threshold
of studying for a doctorate in (believe it or not), Audiology!
Mijana has sent me this thankyou card, picturing his father at his
doctorate ceremony, and reiterating gratitude to those who helped.
Mijana additionally reports that, since we said farewell to Allison, his
father has contributed significantly to transforming the lives of persons
with impaired hearing, including the setting-up of two integrated
schools, one in Jos and a second one in Port Harcourt. He has visited
more than 16 countries, disseminating the new technology he has
invented and is ‘passionate about services for persons with special needs,
including widows, orphans, prisoners and single parents.’
So.... thank you once again for the wave of goodness your generosity has
set rolling, and continues apace, since first you opted to help Allison.

Alan Huntington
A big thank you (though belated)
to all the members of Wilmslow
URC who contributed through
their finance and payers to the
success of Allison’s PhD now
translated in to improved services
cum sustainability for the hearing
impaired in Nigeria
Kind wishes, Awajimijana Otana
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Through Lent to Easter
After the success of the Lent Lunches at Dean Row Chapel, Dean Row
Road, in 2018 we’ll be returning there this year. These light meals –
homemade soup, bread, cheese and fruit – usually raise several hundred
pounds towards our Wilmslow total for Christian Aid week in May. This
year each church will take a turn in providing the catering. Please join us
if you can on Tuesdays March 12, 19, 26, April 2 and 9 from 12 to 1.30.
Another way to make the spiritual journey through Lent to Easter is
following a Lent course. This year we, our friends at Wilmslow Methodist
Church and anyone else who wants to join us will read ‘The Little Book
of Lent: daily reflections from the world’s greatest spiritual writers.’
Compiled by Welsh clergyman Arthur Howells this neat volume costs
£4.99. Our discussions will be held at Wilmslow URC on Thursdays at 7.30
from March 14th to April 11th. Join us for a fascinating shared
exploration.

Kirsty Thorpe, Carol Sutcliffe & Katy Thomas

Freewill Offertory Envelopes
The envelopes for the new financial year will be available in the church
vestibule from Sunday 3rd March. Will those members who take part in
the envelope scheme please ensure they have collected their envelopes
before the beginning of April.

Colin Shepherd

Time out for Parents – the teenage years
A course on parenting teenagers from Care for the Family will run in the
Undercroft on Mondays from March 4th to April 29, 7-9pm (with a two
week Easter break). Each of the seven evenings offers help and advice on
how to build strong family relationships as your child/ren negotiate
adolescence. Understand their world and improve your communication
skills. To book your place email Lynne Leng of Life Church
lynne.lent@hotmail.com or call her on 07870 959379.
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News from Llanfair, Penrhys
On October 15th 2018 Llanfair’s
‘revamped’ Community Café was
officially opened by our dear friend,
Alan Parfett. Including a stainless
steel kitchen area (with a dishwasher), a non-slip floor and new
tables and chairs. The café had to be closed for a few weeks for the
refurbishment, but it was well worth it as we now have a modern,
comfortable space for people of all ages to enjoy. As our minister, Peter
Noble, said: “The people of Penrhys deserve the best!” We were
delighted that Alan was able to be at the re-opening, accompanied by
Kirsty. Several of our regular customers joined us and they were thrilled
to see the result of the makeover for themselves. We’ve heard lots of
positive comments from the
children, teenagers and adults who
attend daytime or evening café,
such
as:
‘different,
cool,
fashionable, colourful, amazing,
beautiful, shiny, pretty, bright,
happy, inviting and trendy’.
Llanfair Café is a real hub for the
community of Penrhys. It opens three days and two evenings a week
during term time and is an important place for pastoral care, a
comfortable space for people to meet their friends and chat, enjoying a
reasonably priced cuppa or meal. Rebecca, (from Mizoram in N.E. India),
our Partner in Mission through the Council for World Mission, does a lot
of the daytime cooking. Rebecca, Peter and Sharon all enjoy the
opportunity to sit down, listen and chat with people – many of whom
face all sorts of challenges in their daily lives. Miara, (Rebecca’s husband),
our volunteer from Madagascar, helps behind the counter and organises
activities in the evening. C.A.F.E. (Children and Families Evening) provides
children, teenagers and families an opportunity to spend time and have
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fun together in a relaxed environment.
Our three local volunteers have all
completed their Food Hygiene courses.
We’re hoping for a high rating because
of the improved facilities when the
Environmental Health Officer visits next.
This year, we have a new volunteer who
used to be a chef in the army and he has
started baking cakes and desserts, which are going down a treat!
The café is also busy on Monday mornings when classes of children
(mainstream and learning support) from Penrhys Primary School come
to the chapel for a service (we usually use The Bible Society’s excellent
‘Open the Book’ material), followed by squash and biscuits in the café.
During the past 27 years, the café has been used for Wednesday morning
communion services, Ash Wednesday services, various Christian Aid
activities, as well as community events. At Christmas, we served hot
chocolate and toast there as a treat for the children after carol singing
around Penrhys and two children’s parties were held there.
In November we had refreshments in the cafe after our friend Rita’s
funeral. Rita came to Llanfair regularly before she went into a nursing
home, and was called ‘Queen of the Café’, so it was appropriate and
important for her family and friends to reminisce together in the café.
Over the years, several
rooms at Llanfair have been
adapted according to the
needs of the community.
The former dining room is
now the Nurture Room
where we hold Bible Study
sessions. We are enjoying studying and learning from material written
by Revd John Morgans, ‘An Approach to the Bible based on the work of
Alan T. Dale – Making Sense of Our World’. The original crèche room
became a ‘nearly new boutique’ and recently changed into a Craft Project
for adults. Clothes and bedding are also kept there as an emergency
Clothes Bank.
15

In January, we started an exciting new weekly Youth Project in the ‘old’
music room/office which we hope will be popular with the teenagers. In
the first session they reflected on 2018 and wrote down hopes for 2019.
They were
also keen
to share
their ideas
of
activities
for future
sessions.
Life at Llanfair is full of challenges. We do our best to serve God and
enable people of all ages to have ‘fullness of life’. Thank you to our dear
friends in Wilmslow for your ongoing practical and prayerful support.

Sharon Rees

Lunchtime Concert
On Thursday 7th February the latest Lunchtime Concert was held in
Church, this time a return visit by the students of Chetham’s School of
Music. And what a treat it was! Twenty three students from the school
arrived, with their Voice Teacher Maggie McDonald and Director of
Music Stephen Threlfall, to perform Ms McDonald’s concert arrangement
of Mendelsohn’s oratorio ‘Elijah’. The performance was cleverly arranged
to give all students an opportunity to take ‘centre stage’ – there were
four Elijahs and four accompanists, all performing to a professional
standard. It was hard to believe they were only teenagers.
We were concerned that the audience would be small, given the number
of tickets sold beforehand and the atrocious weather. But in the event
the Church was packed with over 90 people attending. This was
Chetham’s third appearance at our Lunchtime Concerts and the biggest
audience so far. It certainly seems set to become an annual fixture.
The next concert in this series will be quite a contrast, a return visit by
the John Rotherham Piano Jazz Trio on May 9th. Make a note of the date.

Andrew Allen & Cliff Crewe
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Undercroft Development
It now seems like it was in the past but during 2018 we made the final
payments for the development of the Undercroft and presented a
summary of the total costs at the November Church meeting.
The total for the development was £576,000. This is roughly split
between £490,000 spent on the construction work itself, £40,000 on
professional fees and £45,000 on development work that we
commissioned separately like the kitchen, furniture and audio visual. The
difference was incidental costs that came along with the development
like additional insurance and bank charges.
The total was funded from five places; £289,000 came from the legacies
that started our thinking for the development, we received grants of
£70,000 and you gifted the Church £95,000 through the gift day and
additional funding since. We used £72,000 of our own reserve funds to
invest in the future and we have borrowed £50,000 from the Synod to
cover the cash flow. The loan is repayable over the next few years and is
the reason why we need to do some fundraising with a target of £30,000.
The difference, £20,000, will be repaid in the next month or so from
reclaimed Gift Aid from donations received.
If you would like a copy of the detailed project financial summary or have
any questions on the numbers, please let me know.

Many thanks,

Steve Wood, Church Treasurer

New Church Family lists
The Church Family Lists for 2019 are now being distributed. These very
valuable documents contain a lot of personal information about us which
must be kept safe. Please do not give contact details from the list to
anyone who is not named within it. If people need to get in touch with
any of us all enquiries can be handled through the Church Office.
To encourage safe disposal of old lists we are asking everyone to
return their 2018 (and earlier) booklets to church so we can shred
them in bulk.

Many thanks,

The Administration Team
17

A note of Thanks
It is not very often that I am rendered speechless, but it
was a great surprise to receive a gift token from Liz
McGuire at the last Church Meeting thanking me for all
my work with the choir, both in rehearsals and during
worship. It is now my turn to say thank you to the congregation for their
kindness. As some of you know, playing the piano and especially
accompanying is not only part of my job, it is a real pleasure for me.
Thank you.

Fiona Wood
This note of thanks should have been include in the February edition but, due
to an administrative error, it was omitted, apologies to Fiona.

Communion Sunday - Rainbow Haven Contributions
On communion Sunday, March 17th if you would like to,
please bring non-perishable foods or toiletries for Rainbow
Haven. Donations may be put in the box in the vestibule at
any time and will be added to those donated after
communion Sunday. If you have larger items to donate please arrange
with me a mutually convenient time when I can collect them.

Val Lane

Celebrating our 175th year
We are laying plans to celebrate our church’s special year in appropriate
ways and the first date to save in your diary is Sunday June 9th. This is
Pentecost, sometimes called ‘the birthday of the Church’. It’s when we
celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit who guides and energises the
followers of Jesus as we serve him, one another and those around us.
We will invite people from the community in Wilmslow, from other local
churches and our URC Partners to join us in worship. There will be a
special lunch afterwards. Watch this space to see more about our plans.

Kirsty Thorpe
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Welcome Visitors from the Past
When I was three, in 1951, my parents, Mabs and Jimmy Wright, moved
from Alderley to 56 Chapel Lane with me and my brother Barry, who was
eight. This was to be the family home for over 50 years. My father was
Scottish so they joined the Congregational Church at the end of the road
as it was very similar to the Church of Scotland. We went to Fulshaw
Primary school and then Kings and Macclesfield Girls School. The
wonderful Miss Bowyer who lived opposite taught me to play the piano
and Miss Owen in the village ran a ballet school. I was one of the first in
the newly formed Brownie pack with Miss Bowyer then moved up to
guides, both being held in the church hall. The first minister I remember
was Ian Sharpe who lived in Fulshaw Avenue. There was not always a
Sunday School and I came to dread part of what seemed a long service.
There was always a psalm to sing which never had any recognisable tune.
It was a bad sign when the organist came down off his stool to sit in a
pew as I knew the sermon was about to start. I amused myself by looking
at the hats the ladies wore and trying to avoid seeing the fox fur stole
one lady had, a tail over one shoulder and the head over the other. I have
happy memories of lovely Mrs Olive Searby taking the little ones out.
To integrate the children, it was decided that, members of the
congregation would entertain children from another family one Sunday
for afternoon for tea. I went to the home of the local dentist and his
sister. My parents had two boys, I think they played cards all afternoon.
My parents’ great friends, Marjorie and Bert Gurr, were very active in
church life. I remember when Bert arranged for the church to be painted
dark blue and orange. That must have been in the 1960s.
My father was a Deacon and treasurer for LEPRA. When my sister died, a
Downs baby, my parents set up a local branch of Mencap. My mother
raised lots of money holding coffee mornings and fairs in church halls.
She wrote to mills in Manchester that sent huge boxes of fabrics which
her volunteers turned into items for sale. They sold Mencap Christmas
cards, filling the dining room from October to January. My mother also
worked for the Red Cross, escorting patients from Mary Dendy, then a
home for sufferers of epilepsy, all over the country to family holidays.
19

I moved to London aged 18 for nurse training then to Edinburgh, to be
a midwife, where I met Robert. We were married in Wilmslow on 3
February 1973 by Rev Courtney. Later minister Fred Noden was a
wonderful man. He brought great comfort to my mother in her last
weeks and to us as a family after she died. My father died 16 years ago,
aged 90, following a fall and broken hip so my link with Wilmslow ended.
We have lived
in Sunninghill
near Ascot for
over 30 years
and
this
February was
our
46th
wedding
anniversary.
On the day
we attended
church and
received such
a
warm
welcome. What an amazing church it is now. Everyone chatted to us, took
us to a pew for the service, made sure we knew where the coffee was
served and brought us up to date with church news. I have never been
in such a friendly church before and your kindness stays with us now we
are home. We both wish we could become part of your church family to
grow in faith and friendship.
We thank you all for your kindness and send our warmest wishes.

Glen and Robert Couper

Film Nights at Water Lane
The film club meets monthly on Sundays, in the coffee
lounge. The next three film dates are March 10th, April 14th
and May 12th at 7.30pm.
The films have yet to be chosen but look out for posters & watch this
space for more information.
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Christian Aid Week

12 - 18th May 2019

The first Christian Aid (CA) Week was in 1957 when hundreds of churches
came together and raised £26,000 to help refugees around the world.
Sixty years later CA is still going strong, now with tens of thousands of
volunteer collectors. In 2018, £8.5 million of vital funds were raised by
57,000 volunteers and 12,000 churches took part.
We in Wilmslow URC play a small but vital part - raising over £4,000 last
year. Our grand total, in the greater Wilmslow area was over £15,000 – a
wonderful testimony to the hard work and generosity of our
congregation and the wider community!
Please write the CA dates in your diaries and look for more information
in next month’s newsletter. Also don’t forget to sign up to the street
collection board when it appears!

Dorothy Duguid and Carolynne Powell
STOP PRESS
An open meeting will be held on Monday April 8th at Dean Row Chapel
Hall - this is a pre Christian Aid week event and all are welcome.
Look out for the posters or ask Dorothy or Carolynne for more info.
Eva plants mangroves and prays
that they grow big and strong to
protect the environment.
Tabugon, Philippines.
Photo:
Christian Aid/Amy Sheppey

Remember
Clocks go
forward on
31/03/19
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Book Club
The next meeting will be held on, Monday, March 11 th
when we will discuss ’The Century Girls’
by Tessa Dunlop. This book tells the
stories of eight very different women
who have lived for 100 years.
At the following meeting on Monday,
May 13th we will discuss ‘Eleanor
Oliphant is Completely Fine’ by Gail Honeyman.

Pat Crewe

Wilmslow Wells for Africa Souperday Sat 2nd March
Lives have been changed because of your generosity "You have put
everlasting smiles on everyone's faces especially the vulnerable mothers,
children and elderly." Pila Okello, Uganda
On Saturday 2nd March, 11am-2pm, at Wilmslow Methodist Church,
Water Lane, SK9 5AR a choice of homemade soup and bread with a hot
drink for £4 (children £2) can be purchased in aid of Wilmslow Wells for
Africa. Also an array of delicious cakes will also be available to buy.
All monies raised by this volunteer run charity go to fund clean water,
hygiene and
sanitation
projects in rural
Africa. Any
donations of
cakes would be
very welcome.
Thanks to our
lovely
volunteers!
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Church Diary
For a full list please visit ‘What We Do' and ‘Church Calendar’ sections
on our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Fridays

- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
-‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
- Indoor bowls 2pm start
- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
- Ladies Badminton 10am start
- Thursday Tots 2-4pm
- Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
- Gardening Team (am)

March 2019
Mar 1st
Mar 3rd
Mar 4th
Mar 4th

11.00am
4.00pm
2.00pm
7.30pm

Mar 11th
Mar 11th
Mar 13th
Mar 18th

2.00pm
7.30pm
11.45am
2.00pm

World Day of Prayer - URC
Messy Church
Monday Fellowship – Women in Air Force blue
Elders Meeting

Book Club
Pastoral Support meeting
Mid- week Reflections
Monday Fellowship – 30 Years at the BBC, Diana
Stenson
Mar 24th 12.00pm Church Meeting following worship
April 2019
Apr 1st
7.30pm Elders Meeting
th
Apr 7
4.00pm Messy Church
Copy for the April 2019 edition of the WURC Newsletter should be
emailed to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
on or before Friday 15th March 2019
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 31st March 2019
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