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February 2019
Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship
elsewhere, please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during February 2019
Sunday February 3rd
10.30am Morning Worship
led by our Minister Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday February 10th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday February 17th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday February 24th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Friday March 1st
11:00am World Day of Prayer
Sunday March 3rd
10.30 am Morning Worship led by our Minister
4.00pm Messy Church

for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk
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Bible Readings Sundays in February
This month we continue our year-long journey through Luke - the gospel
we will hear most often in worship in 2019. Each week in February we
also have an Old Testament reading from three figures who received
guidance from God – Joseph, Jeremiah and Isaiah. These passages
remind us how, as individuals and as part of the People of God, we are
called to connect our faith with our everyday lives.
On the first Sunday we hear Jeremiah’s call to be a prophet. God tells
Jeremiah he will give him the words he needs, empowering him to
uproot and destroy as well as to build and plant. The passage from Luke
tells of Jesus beginning his public ministry in the synagogue in Nazareth
and the uproar that results from his words.
The following Sunday we read of Isaiah being called to be a prophet
through a vision of God in the temple. The New Testament verses tell
how Simon, James and John take up the invitation of Jesus to give up
everything they have and become disciples.
On February 17th we hear how Jeremiah announces God’s blessing on
those who trust in him and God’s warning for those who rely on their
own resources. We then read Jesus’s challenging teaching about God’s
giving and withholding of blessing.
On the last Sunday of the month we explore the necessity to forgive
people who have wronged us, without judging them. The Old Testament
reading shows how Joseph made himself known to his brothers and
forgave them, even though they had caused him harm. The reading from
Luke shows Jesus’ teaching about loving enemies and treating others in
the way we would like to be treated ourselves.
February 3rd

Luke 4: 21-30

Jeremiah 1: 4-10

February 10th

Luke 5: 1-11

Isaiah 6: 1-8, (9-13)

February 17th

Luke 6: 17-26

Jeremiah 17: 5-10

February 24th

Luke 6: 27-38

Genesis 45: 3-11, 15

Fiona Wood
3

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the shared adventure that is 2019. None of us knows what
a day may bring, let alone a whole year, but I’m confident that if we
journey together the going is always easier than when we’re going solo.
This is a significant year for our church because it marks 175 years since
a small group of Christians – probably less than a dozen – began
worshipping together not as Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, Quakers or
Unitarians but following Congregational principles.
An account of our origins from 1880 says: ‘In the spring of 1844 a room
in the village was engaged, fitted up and cleaned at the expense of Dr
Somerville, of Hawthorn Hall. Mr Crease was appointed minister. After
some preliminary difficulties the effort prospered. Mr Jenkins, of Fulshaw
Hall, kindly gave the plot of land upon which the present chapel stands,
and he was also a liberal contributor to the building fund.’
What do we know about these three men? Dr Thomas Somerville was a
37 year-old Scottish schoolmaster, with a wife and a qualification from
the University of Edinburgh. He had come to Cheshire in 1843 from
Dudley to run a school for boys at Hawthorn Hall and was a firm believer
in the separation of Church and State. William Crease was three years
younger than Dr Somerville and from Stirling. He was also an Edinburgh
graduate and had trained to be a minister in the United Presbyterian
Church in Scotland but not been ordained. With encouragement from a
popular Congregational minister in Salford, Crease came to the rural
wilds of Wilmslow, ‘then almost a derelict place’ according to our church
history ‘Pleasant Pastures’, seeking a church to serve. Dr Somerville and
his wife plus local farmer John Bentley and his wife were Crease’s first
congregation. Just four people. What chance did they have of creating a
successful church where the Independent Methodists, Methodist New
Connexion and Baptists had failed before them in the same Band Room
in Grove Street? Apparently the ‘ecclesiastical authorities’ were not keen
on the new venture begun by these two Scots but something must have
happened to grow the congregation. By the end of the 1844-45 winter
the Band Hall was bursting at the seams with those wanting to attend
services there. The crush got even worse in October 1845 when Dr
Somerville started a Sunday School. Poor local children thus got the
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benefits of reading, writing and arithmetic from a first class teacher for
free. Congregationalists in Cheshire noticed they had a growing church
with a strong mission to its community on their hands in Wilmslow.
What was needed now was somewhere for this work to develop and
grow, which is where our third ‘founding father’ comes in. John Jenkins
had just become Lord of the Manor of Fulshaw at the tender age of 27
and was keen to help the new congregation. He had first thought of
becoming an Anglican priest but then opted instead to use his resources
to support a freer form of worship and church organisation. It was he
who offered Dr Somerville and Mr Crease the gift of land on the edge of
the Common on which to build a church. He generously gave the young
church half the cost of the building too (£600) and lent it £300, the
remaining amount being raised by local supporters.
This year we must hear this story because it tells us something about our
origins and about God. What was the invisible energy which took a small
flame, lit by four people with their minister, and made it into a significant
blaze that still burns? For me the answer has to be: ‘God’s Holy Spirit’.
We can’t and won’t spend the whole of 2019 looking backwards, though,
for that would dishonour the vision of our forebears. They were looking
to the future and taking risks and so must we. They invested in their
buildings as tools for mission and so are we. They showed a strong
interest in the wellbeing and education of the coming generations and
we’re involved in that as well. They were
concerned about the needs of all those
around them and we are trying to do the
same. They wanted to offer worship that was
distinct and different from that of the other
churches in the area and we want to do that
too. Despite the 175 years between us I hope
we have much in common with those who
began our church in terms of faith and
community. Happy Anniversary Wilmslow.
Let’s make 2019 a year to celebrate.

Kirsty Thorpe
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Wilmslow Historical Society
DECEMBER 1918

AFTERMATH AND LEGACY

A costly victory had been achieved. We now had to come to terms with
the peace and consequences of the horrendous conflict. Over 900,000
men of the British Empire had been killed and twice as many (2,090,000)
were forced to live with missing limbs, damaged breathing and mental
disorders. Few families or communities were untouched. In fact there
were only 50 or so "thankful villages" in Great Britain where all those
boys who joined up actually returned. Every area supported dozens of
damaged men. Most succeeded in forging a life for themselves despite
their traumas and disfigurements; lots, virtual strangers to their loved
ones, rebuilt relationships that had been all but destroyed by the War.
The boys overseas hoped for a speedy return home. Regular career
soldiers were soon demobilized but the government's criteria for
prioritising the return of enlisted men proved unpopular and for those
with influence far too easy to circumvent. Men became angry and
restless. Some were sent to Russia to try, unsuccessfully, to stem the tide
of Bolshevism. Many had the hazardous and gruesome task of clearing
the battlefields of mountains of munitions and bodies. With a terrible
and cruel irony a virulent form of "Spanish Flu" swept across the world
killing even more than the war had claimed. It came in 3 waves: in Spring
1918 a short outburst beginning perhaps in Kansas USA or China; then
in August a more widespread and serious attack returned with a
vengeance; the third wave in the spring of 1919 savaged particularly the
strained and malnourished of Europe. It spread like wildfire and being
very infectious often turned to pneumonia against which medicine had
little defence. Ignorance surrounds its origins, causes and cures. As
mysteriously as it arrived, it then disappeared in early 1920. Total war
deaths of combatants and civilian perhaps exceeded 12 million - the
epidemic took at least 25 million.
The casualty list of World War I was still not closed. Wilmslow lost 14
more young men after the Armistice - dying from wounds received in
battle or infection. If they passed on before August 1921 their resting
place often merited a CWGC tombstone.
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Two passed away in December. The first Gunner Ernest Dean, 104th
battery 22nd brigade Royal Field Artillery (116807) died on the 7th. He
was born in Newton Heath in 1889. In 1911 he was living with his parents
(Frank and Elizabeth) and 5 sisters in Parsonage Green, working in
Wilmslow as a book-keeper. He had married Frances Sumner in April
1916. But in 1917 he was sent from Flanders to Italy to shore up the
Italian defences against Austria. He died there of flu and is interred in the
Montecchio Precalino Communal Cemetery Extension near Vicenza. He
is remembered on the civic memorial.
Private George Edward Collier of the 9th Cheshires (12664) died on the
11th aged 21. He was born in Heaton Mersey to John (a baker) and
Elizabeth and had 3 siblings. On the death of Elizabeth, his father married
Lucy Allen and the family moved to Morley with 2 stepchildren. George,
however, opted to live with his uncle and aunt in Egerton Street,
Stockport working as a brass founder. Joining up very young, his service
was distinguished - Loos, Somme, Messines, Menin Road. At the Marne
in 1918 he won the Military Medal for acts of gallantry and devotion to
duty, but was wounded and died of "pneumonia". He is buried at
Awoingt British Cemetery, Cambrai and remembered in Morley, St Bart's,
the civic memorial and Stockport Art Gallery.
Lloyd George's coalition won a majority in General
Election on 14th December promising "A Land Fit for
Heroes". President Wilson, the first US President to visit
Europe, was keen to fight for a new world order of
democracy, self-determination and peaceful negotiation
of international disputes. Some say, however, the settlement of Versailles
proved to be a mixture of idealism, Realpolitik and revenge.
In March 1919 Foch made the prophetic statement "this is not peace - it
is an Armistice for 20 years". A stable future was not secured. By the time
the first Armistice Day was observed in 1921, demonstrations by
unemployed veterans carrying placards near the Cenotaph bore the
slogan "The dead are remembered but we are forgotten".

Jon Armstrong & Alan Cooper with a contribution
from Michael Scaife Wilmslow Historical Society
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Newsletter Report from the January Elders’ Meeting
Following the Elders’ Elections at the November Church Meeting, we
were delighted to welcome Hannah Purdy as a new elder, Elsie Gilliland
and Peter Bradley returning after their “sabbaticals”, and Liz McGuire,
Steve Wood and Richard Banwell who were beginning another threeyear term. Kirsty also welcomed our new ministerial student, Carol
Sutcliffe, who will be with us on two Sundays each month.
Cliff Crewe had provided a very full report on the work of the Worship
Team. Nicola Moss and Ken Wallace have joined the rota for preparing
and showing the screen displays for Sunday worship. Eric Chilton has
taken over the arrangements for “Pulpit Supply.” The Cross in church is
now lit for Communion Services for which gluten-free bread is provided.
The Bible now remains open during Worship. We are encouraged to
think of new ways of adding to our music at Services. Midweek
Reflections and Advent Reflections have continued to enjoy a healthy
attendance. Finally, Messy Church continues to thrive, and thought is
being given as to how to build on this success.
Under “Matters Arising” we covered a wide range of topics: the
development of Wilmslow Youth; the new Fundraising Team, chaired by
David Jackson with Kirsty, Amanda Dean, Sonia Dykstra, and Wendy
Williams as members will meet later in January; our previous cleaner,
provided by Alpine Facilities Services, resigned and has been replaced;
the Hallmaster Computer System is now being used for all bookings and
for preparing invoices; Michael Williams and Kirsty are preparing the
Church Family list; and a support group for Carol Sutcliffe is being put
together.
Kirsty briefed us on the current state of Missional Partnerships and the
arrangements for appointing a new Synod Moderator. She then gave us
news of members who are ill or suffering disabilities and of people who
are becoming interested in our fellowship.
Steve Wood informed us that the Charity Gift Day and the Christmas
Appeal for Church Charities had raised £5,082. He then briefed us on the
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current state of Church finances and the proposed arrangements for
repaying the Synod loan for the Undercroft Development.
Of the other items we considered the most important is that we agreed
to begin our celebrations of the 175th anniversary of our Church’s
presence in Wilmslow on Pentecost weekend 8th-9th June 2019.

Iain Duncan

For a Wilmslow Youth newsletter update and
information about upcoming events just type in
following address to search engine.
https://mailchi.mp/93aede64a35f/wilmslow-youth-news-january2019?fbclid=IwAR0hzuDEGMVEz3DJaPPwR6W2d2grFKNca3NqZ6
103N8pZBIn-2F8gQ4Zmjs

World Day of Prayer
A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT
This year our church is hosting the WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER, the date is Friday 1st March at 11:00am.
It has been prepared by the Christian women of
Slovenia. The theme this year is “Come - Everything is
Ready”. Liz Mair, Sonia Dykstra, Val Lane and I are
organising the service.
We would love to see you all there, everyone is very welcome, Women,
Men, and children, bring your family and neighbours and enjoy a drink
and cake at the close of the service and a chance to meet
other people in the community.
Really looking forward to seeing you all,
Images from www.wwdp.org.uk
Gillie Hanna
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Room Booking News
The online system for Room Bookings is now up and running. So far all
is well but I live in fear that I will forget something. Gwen Owen managed
all this so well. We now have a new email address for anyone making a
booking. It is bookings@wilmslowurc.org.uk and is the best way for
anyone - members of the congregation as well – to reserve a space.
Requests will be handled by me, assisted by Liz McGuire and Michael
Williams. Please use this address.
Our Synod has stated we have to agree its new contract with all hirers of
the Halls. This has been issued to them along with information about
safeguarding, evacuation of the halls and data privacy. The information
has also been put on the Church Website along with photos of the areas
which can be hired. This is already being used by interested people.

Iain Duncan

Uniformed Organisation News
In September of last year our Cub Leader, Euan Macpherson had to
resign due to work commitments. Since then, one of the Assistant District
Commissioners, Ian Ross, has laboured passionately to keep the Section
going and he has succeeded. We are most grateful to Ian for all the work
he has done. We would have been lost without him. We now have a new
Cub Leader, Mark Adamson, a Cub parent. In addition, ten parents have
agreed to provide support to Mark in a variety of ways. I have had the
pleasure of doing their DBS checks for safeguarding purposes and have
found them all to be delightful people. We wish Mark and his team every
success in this endeavour.
In contrast all the other Sections have led quiet lives! Rainbows currently
have 14 members, Brownies 24, Guides 20, Beavers 15 and Cubs 10. Well
done to you all. We applaud you for your hard work week-in, week-out
during school terms.

Iain Duncan
10

Bible Study
As part of my placement with you
in preparation for ministry I am
going to lead some Bible Study
evenings. We will meet in the church vestibule on Wednesday evenings
beginning on Wednesday February 6th from 7:30 to 9.00 pm.
The idea is to have four weeks where we look at the Lectionary readings
for the following week. These are the readings from the Old and New
Testaments which are followed by many different churches. When I have
done this before, people have found it a valuable exercise. Many of them
say the sermon has a much deeper meaning when the readings have
been looked at in detail in advance.
The Lectionary readings we will look at are:
On Wednesday February 6th

Isaiah 6: 1 – 8, Psalm 138, 1 Corinthians 15: 1 – 11 and Luke 5: 1 – 11
On Wednesday February 13th

Jeremiah 17: 5 – 10, Psalm 1, 1 Corinthians 15: 12 – 20 and Luke 6: 17 –
26
On Wednesday February 20th

Genesis 45: 3 – 11,15, Psalm 37: 1 – 11, 39 – 40, 1 Corinthians 15: 35 –
38, 42 – 50 and Luke 6: 27 – 38
On Wednesday February 27th

Exodus 34: 29 – 35, Psalm 99, 2 Corinthians 3: 12 – 4: 2 and Luke 9: 28 –
36
These four weeks will lead us into the Lent period during which Kirsty
and I will produce and lead a Lent study on five Wednesday evenings.
Do come and join us for an informal but hopefully enlightening evening
where everyone’s views are valued.

Carol Sutcliffe
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Images from Messy Church December 2018
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Reflections on Messy Church 2018
Throughout 2018 the popularity of Messy Church has
continued to flourish. Each month we have seen numbers
go from strength to strength with a typical session involving around 40
children and their families engaged in crafts, painting, modelling, games
and all things messy, before sitting down to tea and a period of themed
worship.
In October we celebrated our fifth birthday with a harvest theme, party
atmosphere and a huge birthday cake.
Other highlights have covered subjects such as the Good Samaritan and
Noah and the flood.
We encourage families to take ownership of a session and this proved
very successful in November when members of the Ford and Lowe
families organised the event with some of the children helping at the
craft tables and leading the worship.
Messy Church is very much a shared experience and we are fortunate to
have a wonderful team of volunteers who give generously of their time
to ensure that everyone is made to feel welcome.
The first Messy Church of 2019 takes place on the 3rd February from 46 pm. The theme is the story of the prophet Samuel.
See the insert card enclosed for details of future dates and please pass it
on to someone who may not have discovered Messy Church.
We look forward to another successful year for our Messy Church family.

Sylvia Reeves, Messy Church Leader

Mistakes from the ‘Church Bulletin’ from A. Allen
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the
church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the
church hall. Music will follow

Communion Sunday - Cooking Oil for Rainbow Haven
On communion Sunday, February 17th if you would like to,
please bring cooking oil for Rainbow Haven. Non-perishable
foods may be put in the box in the vestibule at any time and will
be added to those donated after communion Sunday. If you
have larger items to donate please arrange with me a mutually
convenient time when I can collect them.
Val Lane

Midweek reflections

2019 dates

Midweek Reflections are held in room A on the second Wednesday
of each month. They start at 11:45 and last about 30 minutes. They
are very informal in style. Everybody is welcome and a tea or coffee
is available if you would like to arrive early for a chat with others.
If you have any questions phone the church office on 01625 532600

Jan 9th
Feb 13th
Mar 13th

Apr 10th
May 8th
Jun 12th

Jul 10th
Aug 14th
Sep 11th

Oct 9th
Nov 13th
Dec 11th

News from The Shed - by Doug Macdonald
On the night of December 19th a small tree came
down in the wind and the rain and fell upon the roof
of the Gardening team’s shed; part of the roof and
one gable end were caved in. A neighbouring tree
hung perilously overhead. Your gardening team
responded to the crisis in the way you would
expect; despite their interventions, an effective
repair has been achieved, thanks largely to Stuart Burns’ amazing ability
to fix things and simultaneously keep the rest of the team from further
meddling. The affair has already entered local folklore, witness this
offering from a neighbourhood songsmith, to the tune of The Gasman
Cometh (with apologies to Flanders and Swann):
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T’was on a Monday morning that the dreadful news came round:
“A tree has fallen on the Shed and crushed it to the ground!”
The gardeners assembled to decide what should be done.
“We’ll need to think about it, Stu. Go put the coffee on.”
Oh it all makes work for the jolly gardening crew!
The Tuesday morning after, Doug and Eddie looked aghast.
“This next door tree’s a goner boys, I doubt that it will last;
We have to fell it quickly, lads, we really shouldn’t risk it.”
“We’ll need to talk about it Stu; now bring us all a biscuit.”
Oh it all makes work for the jolly gardening crew!
Upon the Wednesday morn ‘Professor’ Duncan got in touch;
He did some calculations, but they didn’t help us much.
“Fair fa’ your honest sonsie face”, he whispered low to Stu “And fetch us all some coffee (with some whisky in it too)”.
Oh it all makes work for the jolly gardening crew!
On Thursday morn, 9.30 sharp, young Ronnie Chetwood loomed;
Resplendent in his gumboots and immaculately groomed.
“We’d better shift this mass of mud before it all congeals;
Now go and make some coffee, Stu; and bring the Wagon Wheels”.
Oh it all makes work for the jolly gardening crew!
T’was on the Friday morning David Searby came along,
With his chain-saw and his mattock and his merry Se-ar-by song;
He felled the tree in seconds, humming tunes from Parsifal;
Then he wrapped it up in four by two and took it home to Val.
Oh it all makes work for the jolly gardening crew!
On Saturday and Sunday Stuart girded up his loins...........
When we all went back on Monday – we could scarcely see the joins!
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News roundup from Kerzenheim, Germany
Colin and Trudy had a letter from
Ernst and Marlene and an email
from Barbara and Christoph in
both cases sending their good
wishes for Christmas and the New
Year to the church in Wilmslow.
In addition Barbara sent a photograph to show us
how cold the weather has been in Germany.
Makes it seem tropical here by comparison.
Anette, Hartmut, Anna and Simon also send
their Christmas greetings and best wishes via the
Harris’ and Bakers. Hartmut retired and the family sold their cows a few
years ago so their lives are very different now, no more really early
mornings milking and no making cheese and yogurt. They are able to go
on holiday so Hartmut and Anette went to the Baltic Sea where they had
spent their honeymoon 30 years previously. Anette’s 50th birthday
present from Hartmut was a hot air balloon ride.
Anna has just spent 2 months in Canada in New Hamburg and the host
families’ holiday home at Chesley lake in Ontario where she learnt to
water-ski, wake-board, knee-board and wake-surf. The family she stayed
with was lovely and she enjoyed learning to live within a different culture.
She met many new international friends and visited Vancouver and New
York. Anette has completed a course and can now lead worship and she
hopes to do this once a
month. Simon is doing an
internship at the Diakonie
in Speyer (a Christian run
healthcare
system).
Handball is still his great
passion.

Juliet Harris
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Out and Abouters trip to Chatsworth House
On a rather damp November morning the Out and Abouters set off on
their trip to Chatsworth House in Derbyshire. We were very happy to
welcome a group of Lawson Grange residents who were joining us for
the first time and to welcome Michael, our driver, under whose expert
care we soon reached our destination.
The 2018 Christmas theme
was Once upon a Time and as
we toured the house we were
soon immersing ourselves in a
world of make-believe. With
enchanting fairy tale scenes
woven
throughout
each
room, from classics like Snow
White and Cinderella to
contemporary stories such as
James and the Giant Peach and Charlotte's Web, the whole effect was
delightful. My favourite room was the one depicting the story of the
Princess and the Pea. There was a huge bed reaching up to the ceiling
with exquisite patchwork
mattresses piled on top of
each other and a tiny pea at
the very bottom.
After a substantial lunch we
had time to explore the
outdoor Christmas market.
There were over a hundred
stalls selling quality food
and gifts and also live musicians adding to the festive atmosphere. Many
purchases were made and the gluhwein was declared delicious!
Soon it was time to return home and as you read this account of our very
successful visit it is interesting to reflect that a team of workers at
Chatsworth House will already be hard at work planning the 2019
Christmas theme.
Sandra Dalton
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Book Club
The next meeting will be held on, Monday, March 11 th
when we will discuss ’The Century Girls’
by Tessa Dunlop. This book tells the
stories of eight very different women
who have lived for 100 years.
At the following meeting on Monday,
May 13th we will discuss ‘Eleanor Oliphant is Completely
Fine’ by Gail Honeyman.

Pat Crewe

January’s Book - 84 Charing Cross Road.
It was obvious from the discussion that everyone enjoyed the book
choice for January, ’84 Caring Cross Road.’. Part one of the book is
letters from a ‘sassy’, outspoken American lady [Helene] and a
serious, upright English man [Frank] who is the manager of an
antiquarian book shop in London, 84 Charing Cross Road.
Although they are very different they have a shared interest, books.
Letters pass between them for about 20 years, she ordering books,
and he supplying them and a deep friendship is developed. The
second part of the book is a diary of when Helene visits London,
which is after Frank has died. She is taken to visit all the tourist
places and more by friends and friends of friends. The book gives
us the opportunity to see our country and capital city through the
eyes of an American tourist which is an interesting perspective.
Pat Crewe

Ten-Pin Bowling - Results
New Year’s Eve bowling was good fun with 24 people joining in.
The winners were:
Adult - Gillian Slater
Junior - Jonathan Bradley
Donkey - Pat Crewe [must have been a fix!]
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All monies raised, by this volunteer run charity, go to fund clean water,
hygiene and sanitation projects in rural Africa. Lives have been changed
because of your generosity - "You have put everlasting smiles on
everyone's faces especially the vulnerable mothers, children and
elderly." Pila Okello, Uganda.
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Next Lunchtime Concert – Feb 7th
We continue our series of Lunchtime Concerts with a return visit
on Thursday February 7th from Chetham’s School of Music vocal
and accompanists’ departments. This is their third visit to
Wilmslow and this year they are celebrating their 50th
Anniversary. Once again we can be sure of another hour of wonderful
music, skilfully performed.
This year they will be performing Maggie McDonald’s shortened and
adapted version of an oratorio. The historic sacred piece they have
chosen follows a period of time in the life of the prophet Elijah,
dramatically set to music by Mendelssohn. As always the students
portray the characters involved, (a prophet, angels, a grieving widow, a
king, Jezebel, a boy and the people – just for starters) with their utter
conviction and inspiring musicianship. So come with them, back to 9th
century BC, the Land of Israel and meet A Man for the People.
Tickets cost £5 (including complimentary coffee) and are available from
Andrew Allen, Cliff Crewe, the Church Office or on the day. Doors open
from 11.15am. Please come and support these young musicians.

Andrew Allen and Cliff Crewe

A Sunday afternoon concert in Church, Feb 17th3pm
Free of Charge with retiring collection. Do Come.
Lindow Ensemble - The ensemble is a new group
consisting of twelve players; four first violins, three
second violins, two violas, two cellos and a double
bass. They are directed from the violin by Steven
Wilkie.
Unusually, they perform standing in a semicircle. This
formation has two advantages. First, sight lines to
the director are excellent, which promotes good ensemble playing.
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Secondly members find that standing permits greater freedom of
movement and enhances musical expression.
The ensemble has another characteristic feature. Its members are a
combination of full-time professional musicians, students at the Royal
Northern College of Music and good amateur players.
Steven Wilkie was a prize-winning student of Yossi Zivoni at the RNCM
and plays with many leading orchestras, including the Halle, BBC
Philharmonic, RLPO, Philharmonia and Scottish Chamber Orchestra. His
solo appearances include the Mendelssohn, Bruch, Brahms, Beethoven,
Dvorak and Prokofiev concertos. He is a senior tutor in violin at the
RNCM and his former students are to be found in many professional
orchestras, including the current leader of the Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra. He plays on a violin made by Nicola Gagliano in 1765.

Andrew Allen and Cliff Crewe
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Church Diary

For a full list please visit the ‘What We Do' and ‘Church Calendar’
sections on our website https://wilmslowurc.org.uk/
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Fridays

- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
-‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
- Indoor bowls 2pm start
- The Undercroft Café 10-12 – everyone welcome
- Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
- Ladies Badminton 10am start
- Thursday Tots 2-4pm
- Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
- Gardening Team (am)

February 2019
Feb 3rd
Feb 4th
Feb 4th
Feb 9th
Feb 11th
Feb 13th
Feb 18th
Feb 18th
Feb 20th

4.00pm
2.00pm

Messy Church
Monday Fellowship – Dunham Massey: When did
Mick Jagger Sleep Here? Barbara Forster
7.30pm Elders Meeting
9.30am
Elders Training
7.30pm Worship Team Meeting
11.45am Mid-week Reflections - Church Vestibule
2.00pm Monday Fellowship – Lion Salt Works, Peter Solan
7.30pm Finance Team Meeting
7.30pm Messy Church Meeting

March 2019
Mar 3rd
Mar 4th
Mar 4th

4.00pm
7.30pm
2.00pm

Messy Church
Elders Meeting
Monday Fellowship – Women in Air Force Blue

Copy for the March 2019 edition of the WURC Newsletter should be
emailed to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
on or before Friday 8th February 2019
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 24th February 2019
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