NEWSLETTER

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift
2 Corinthians 9:15

Dec 2018 & Jan 2019
Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship
elsewhere, please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during December 2018 and January 2019
Sunday December 2nd
10.30am 1st Sunday in Advent Morning Worship and Toy Service led by
our Minister Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday December 9th
10.30am
Sunday in Advent Morning Worship led by our minister
with guest preacher Revd Nigel Uden, Moderator of General Assembly
2nd

Sunday December 16th
10.30am 3rd Sunday in Advent Morning Worship with Communion led
by our Minister
Sunday December 23rd
10.30am 4th Sunday in Advent Morning Worship of Lessons and Carols
led by our Minister
Monday December 24th
4.00pm Stories Round the Tree
Monday December 24th
11.30pm Midnight Communion
led by our Minister and Revd Katy Thomas
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Christmas Day December 25th
9.45 am Christmas Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday December 30th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Tony Burnham
Sunday January 6th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday January 13th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday January 20th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday January 27th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday February 3rd
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
4.00pm Messy Church
for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk

Bible Readings Sundays in December and January
With Advent we begin a year when Luke will be the main gospel we hear
each week. Before Christmas our gospel readings encourage us to look
out for God in action around us in the world and for signs of what the
future may hold. Our second readings are messages of hope from the
Old Testament prophets.
On the first Sunday the gospel has Jesus warning his followers of difficult
times to come and encouraging them to look out for events that will
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change their lives. The readings on the following Sunday contain a
similar call to renewed awareness, this time in the wilderness preaching
of John the Baptist about repentance.
Both the readings on the third Sunday remind us that the time of God’s
intervention approaches and we are called to live faithfully in the
present, welcoming God’s presence by acting justly.
Our service of Lessons and Carols and Christmas worship give us the
opportunity to sing well-loved carols and listen to familiar readings as
God speaks to us in fresh ways. In the excitement and busyness we can
pause and explore how God is doing extraordinary things in unexpected
places.
On the last Sunday of December we hear how Mary and Joseph took the
infant Jesus to the Temple and he was blessed by Simeon, who knew
that God’s promise had been fulfilled in the birth of this child.
At the beginning of January we hear how Wise Men paid homage to the
baby Jesus. The reading for the following week returns to John the
Baptist who proclaims that he is not the Messiah, who is still to come
and will baptise with the Holy Spirit. We then begin to follow Jesus’s
adult ministry as, led by the Spirit, he brings change and demonstrates
God’s love wherever he goes.
December 2nd

Luke 21: 25-36

Jeremiah 33: 14-16

December 9th

Luke 3: 1-6

Malachi 3: 1-4

December 16th

Luke 3: 7-18

Zephaniah 3: 14-20

December 23rd

Luke 1: 39-45, 46-55 Micah: 5: 2-5a

December 30th

Luke 2: 21-40

Colossians 3: 12-17

January 6th

Matthew 2: 1-12

Isaiah 60: 1-6

January 13th

Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 Isaiah 43: 1-7

January 20th

John 2: 1-11

Isaiah 62: 1-5

January 27th

Luke 4: 14-21

Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
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Dear Friends,
As this year draws to a close and 2019 beckons we have much to give
thanks for and a great deal to look forward to. Steve Wood reminded us
at the start of our November Elders’ meeting how much has happened
in the past year. We agreed it’s no wonder that some of us are feeling a
bit short of breath! One year ago we were just starting to explore what
it means to having a bright, welcoming Undercroft to occupy and share
with others. We were yet to discover what the coffee from the new
machine tastes like, how the after school events for young people would
be received or who might use the small rooms off the main hall. There
was also a long list of tasks before us in order to run our enlarged
premises properly and ‘people’ it with visitors and volunteers.
None of these new things could have been achieved without a great deal
of time, energy, commitment and enthusiasm from many people within
and around our Church. Thank you all on behalf of everyone within the
fellowship. We have made so many things happen in the past 12 months
that it’s hard to escape the strong sense of God being with us in all this.
A year ago we didn’t know yet how good it would be to run a film-based
Lent Group in the Undercroft or to watch the Royal Wedding there on
the big screen. I shall not forget hearing Bishop Michael Curry’s
incredible sermon on The Power of Love together that lunchtime in
May, or the tropical heat at Brockley URC as we shared in the delight of
John Grundy’s ordination. That August day must have been one of the
hottest on record – I’ve never before experienced such temperatures in
the UK. London seemed to glow almost as much as John’s smile did.
With all of these adventures having begun to unfold I am increasingly
certain God isn’t about to let us go to sleep now. Next year is a major
landmark in the history of our Church. We shall be celebrating 175 years
of Dissenting worship in Wilmslow and marking our continued place in
the community. In honouring this special anniversary we have a chance
to revisit the beginnings of our story and rediscover how it was that our
fellowship first began. The early signs were not exactly auspicious. Like
many church plants, this one took time to grow strong and sturdy.
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It was in March 1844 that William Crease, a young man from Stirling who
had trained for ministry but not yet been ordained, came to Wilmslow
in search of a missionary field. He carried a letter of introduction to Dr
Thomas Somerville, a Scottish schoolmaster, who had been in the village
for seven months. Soon they hired the Band Room in Grove Street,
formerly a Methodist Chapel and place of Baptist worship, and began
holding services there. Things did not grow quickly and a church history
from 1880 tells us: ‘For a short time the success of the effort was very
doubtful. It was enough, however, to rouse opposition, and to call forth
warnings from the ecclesiastical authorities.’ The congregation was four
– Somerville and his wife, and farmer John Bentley and his wife Rosanna.
There is nothing like a little resistance to foster growth, it seems. In 1845
Crease was ordained and the chapel gained Congregational recognition
on joining the Cheshire County Union. The first baptism also took place
– a little girl called Ann Blundel. Before the year was out Somerville
started a Sunday School to educate the poor children of the area. This
must have been a marked contrast from his day job as headmaster of a
private boarding school for the sons of ministers. The struggling new
church aroused the interest and support of John Jenkins, Lord of the
Manor of Fulshaw, who offered both land from the Common on the
edge of the turnpike road to Congleton plus the money to build a church
upon it. The church began with 11 members, including the minister.
I find this story inspiring and full of hope. It reminds us that when God
is at work it is the quality of our open, prayerful response to the Holy
Spirit that matters, not necessarily how many there are of us or how
much money we have in the bank. It tells us that this church has grown
through the initiative of people from outside the community who have
chosen to put down roots here and make Wilmslow
their home. It reassures us that having young people
in an important place within our mission has been a
characteristic of this church from its earliest days.
Martin and I wish you, your family and friends every
happiness at Christmas and in the New Year.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Church Hall Bookings
A big change is ahead for our Church Hall Bookings.
Gwen and Brian Owen have performed a brilliant job,
keeping on top of all our bookings for about 30 years.
The Church is deeply indebted to them for their unswerving loyalty,
faithfulness, patience and attention to detail over all this time.
But times are changing, and the Church now has significant extended
facilities in the form of the Undercroft and adjoining rooms. The Elders
have decided that the Church should adopt a computerised system and
this will come into play at the end of this year. People will be able to visit
our website to find out if a space is available and then contact us to
discuss booking. Gwen is standing down and Iain Duncan, who has been
working on the computer system for some time, will be taking her place.
The church is inviting all those who use our premises – external hirers
and WURC groups - to a Social Gathering, with light refreshments, in the
Undercroft on Wednesday December 10th at 1.00pm when the changes
will be explained, and questions answered. This will also give us the
opportunity to express our appreciation of their custom. As Gwen will
be present at the meeting this occasion also allows people to share their
personal thanks with her. We will keep you all abreast of developments
with the new system in future editions of the Newsletter.
Liz McGuire (Church Secretary)

Communion Sunday - Cooking Oil for Rainbow Haven
On communion Sunday, 16th Dec and 20th Jan, if you would
like to, please bring cooking oil for Rainbow Haven. Nonperishable foods may be put in the box in the vestibule at
any time and will be added to those donated after
communion Sunday. If you have larger items to donate
please arrange with me a mutually convenient time when I
can collect them.
Val Lane
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Wilmslow Historical Society
NOVEMBER 1918

PEACE AT LAST!

The Allies continued their relentless advance against a German army
whose cohesion and discipline were quickly disintegrating. The Ottoman
and Hapsburg Empires had already sued for peace on 30th October and
3rd November respectively. Valenciennes, Sedan and Mons (the scene
of our first battle in August 1914) rapidly fell. On 3rd November the
German High Seas Fleet was ordered out to fight one last climactic
(possibly suicidal) battle, but mutinies in Kiel and Wilhelmshaven
stymied this plan. From then unrest, strikes and revolution spread. The
country was already on its knees suffering from malnutrition, Spanish
flu, shortages and nearly 1 million civilian dead.
President Wilson let it be known that only an Armistice based on his 14
points was possible but that negotiation with the enemy's autocratic,
militaristic government was not to be allowed. The new Chancellor
Prince Max von Baden (and even Hindenburg) saw that the Kaiser no
longer commanded support of the army and he unilaterally announced
his leader's abdication on 9th November. Wilhelm II then in Spa,
Belgium sought refuge in neutral Holland where he remained until his
death in 1941. Von Baden now
passed the poisoned chalice of
Chancellor to Friedrich Ebert, the
leader of the Social Democratic
Party. Germany was now a
republic. A four-man team led by
Matthias Erzberger (but tellingly
with no military personnel
involved) crossed the lines and met
Foch's team in his railway carriage
in the Forest of Compiègne. The
truce was signed at 5.00 am on
11th November and all hostilities
ceased at 11.00 am.
Railway carriage in the
Forest of Compiègne
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Adolf Hitler of the 16th Bavarians, in hospital in Pasewalk recovering
from a British gas attack near Ypres in October, wept uncontrollably
when he heard the news. He was convinced that the military had been
"stabbed in the back". By the 26th all German troops had left occupied
France and Belgium.
We continued to fire up to the last minute losing nearly 11,000
casualties and 2,738 dead even on the 11th. Our community lost 8
young men this month, including one on the 11th.
On the 2nd, Corporal Francis Lloyd of the Machine Gun Corps (6834) died
aged 27 at his family home on Peacock View, Handforth. He is buried in
St Chad's graveyard and remembered on the new local memorial.
Before the war he lived in Grimsby and originally served as a
professional soldier with the East Yorks.
Wellington Cemetery, Rieux-en-Cambresis contains the grave of Private
John Mansell of the 9th Cheshires (48829) who was killed in action on
the 4th, aged 35. Born in Liverpool, he was a piano tuner living in 1915
with his wife Emily and 2 children at "Anfield", Wycliffe Avenue. The
parish church and civic memorial mark his passing.
The same memorials mark the passing of Driver George Worth, who
died aged 26, also on the 4th, serving with the 2nd Train division of the
RASC (T3/028074). In 1911 working as a coal merchant's carter, he lived
in Strawberry Lane with his parents and 4 siblings. He is buried in
Rocqigny-Equancourt Road British Cemetery.
St John's Lindow and the Alderley memorial record the death aged 23 of
Private Reginald Burgess of the 1st/7th Cheshires (291059) who sadly
died on Armistice Day. His mother Mary had died in 1905 so in 1911 he
was living with his grandfather Thomas at 55 Brook Lane and working as
a stable hand. His last resting place is the Terlincthun British Cemetery,
Boulogne.
Four local lads were to die of wounds in November after the conflict
ended. On the 24th Sergeant James Goldstraw passed away aged 24 at
home, having served with the Army Service Corps, MT depot
(M404465). He is interred in Wilmslow Cemetery and remembered in
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his home village of Styal and in St Bart's. He lived in Rose Cottages, Styal
and had been employed as a market gardener.
Before the war, Sapper Leonard Booth worked as a booking clerk for a
railway company and aged 18 joined the Railway Operating Division of
the Royal Engineers. He lived at Davenport Green, but died on the 25th
far away in 33 CE Hospital, Haifa, Palestine. He is buried in a nearby
cemetery and remembered at St John's and the civic memorial.
Two days later Private Harold Johnson, aged 31, died of pneumonia in
the 17th General Hospital, Alexandria. He had served with the 2nd
Welsh Fusiliers (72085). Before the war he lived at 34 Oak Cottages,
Styal. He left a widow Kate and 1 son. The village memorial and
Methodist Church mark his passing.
The last fatality of this momentous month was Driver Bernard W
Rawson, aged 29, of the 524th Heavy Brigade Royal Field Artillery
(118689). He worked as a gent’s outfitter, was married to Marion and
had 1 daughter. They lived at Fitton Terrace, Chapel Lane. He is buried
in St Bart's and is remembered in the church and nearby memorial.
Jon Armstrong & Alan Cooper with a contribution
from Michael Scaife Wilmslow Historical Society

Wilmslow Memorial Service

Many uniformed organisations including Cadets and the band joined the
Remembrance Parade through Wilmslow on 11th November. We
marched from the British Legion to St Barts where a packed
congregation (approx. 550) took part in the service. The church was
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decorated with 287
hand knitted poppies,
one for every service
person who died in this
area.
The
sermon
focussed on how it is a
disservice to those who
have died if we only
remember, how we
need to act as peace makers in our own world and that peace will
blossom from there. At 10:50am we all moved outside to the memorial
gardens, where even more people were gathered, for the 2 minute
silence and wreath laying.
I have been learning about WWI at school and at Scouts and at home I
have learnt about my great grandfathers who both served, and survived,
a full 5 years in the First World War.
Sapper (pte) Charles
Hurle Baker was my
grandpa’s dad. The photo
is of him in the army
cadets when he was 17.
He joined the 2nd Wessex
Royal Engineers no. 2
section in the army
before the war. His job
was to build pontoon
bridges.
Their regiment was one of the first to be dispatched, arriving in France
before war was officially declared as part of the British Expeditionary
Force (BEF). In the middle of the war his section of the Royal Engineers
were sent to the Black Sea to help fight the Turkish forces who were part
of the central powers in the north coast of Turkey. Eventually he was
sent to Eastern Europe to help the Russians, again on the coast of the
Black Sea. They came back to Europe and at the end of the war spending
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time in Germany as part of the army of occupation. My great
grandfather did not come home until May 1919 which meant that he
spent 5½ years abroad fighting and supporting in WWI.
After the war my great grandfather worked as the butler and chauffeur
to the brother of the man in the middle of the photo, Major Wills. He
married my great grandmother and my grandpa, David Baker, was born
in 1930.
Jonathan Harris

The Ministry of Flowers
We do appreciate the gifts of money each week to
provide a floral display in Church. It is an excellent
way to mark an anniversary or remember a friend or
family member. I shall soon be preparing the rota for
the next six months, and offers to donate money would be much
appreciated. After the service flowers are distributed to give support
and celebrate members and friends. We should also be very grateful for
offers of help in arranging and distributing the flowers. Many thanks.
Gwenda Banwell

Reform Magazine
The monthly publication of the United Reformed
Church provides an interesting and informative read.
Ten magazines are published each year and new
subscribers would be very welcome.
The subscriptions for 2019 are now due and remain at £28.50 for the
printed edition, it is also available digitally (£17.99) If you are interested
in either form please contact me. Please make cheques for the printed
edition payable to Wilmslow U.R.C. and let me have your subscription
by 9th December. Thank you.
Gwenda Banwell
Gwenda’s number can be obtained via the church roll or the Church office.
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Newsletter Report from November Elders’ Meeting
What a year! At the start of our meeting in November we reflected on
the past eleven and a half months and the amount of work done. We
have made some big decisions or agonised over some tough matters in
ten meetings.
Some of our agenda items this time round were continuations of our
previous discussions including the work of the premises group looking
at the relationship with the users of our buildings. Changes in data
recording and safeguarding have meant refreshed documents all of
which have required much work and then review.
Our annual accounts for the year ended 31 March 2018 are now
completed and have been reviewed by the Finance Team. These were
approved by the Elders as Trustees and will be shared with Church
meeting
We spent some time reflecting on the discussions which had taken place
at the special Church meeting at the beginning of November which had
approved our support for the Source charity incorporating Wilmslow
Youth.
Our team report for the month was from the Pastoral Team with Hilary
Sills and Doug Macdonald joining us to review the work being done. The
visiting speakers at the meetings held were felt to be of real value. Other
concerns and pressures were shared.
No reflection of the past year would be complete without remembering
our work together with John Grundy and Kirsty brought a further
request from Luther King House for us to support another ministerial
student.
With preparations for Church meeting on 25 November our meeting
came to a close. Thanks to our departing serving Elders were given;
everyone else gets ready for another busy year ahead.
Steve Wood
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Introduction to Student Minister
My name is Carol Sutcliffe, my background is in
Primary teaching but I knew God was calling me to
service in the United Reformed Church, I just didn’t
know what direction that would take. After giving
up teaching I did the Synod training for Lay
Preaching. I went on to study for a BA in Contextual
Theology at Luther King House, I became an
Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher in 2002 as I had been told I was too
old to become a Stipendary Minister. I have served as the Synod Lay
Preaching Commissioner for the last 6 years and as the Local Leader for
Heald Green URC. When the church removed the age limit for NonStipendary ministry, and after consultations with the Moderator, I
offered myself for training and was accepted. So here I am studying once
again and hoping to join you at Wilmslow for my long term placement.
I am looking forward to working with you and getting to know you all as
well as joining some of the exciting mission opportunities you offer to
the community.
God bless, Carol
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Advent and Christmas Extras
There are plenty of ‘extras’ in the period up to Christmas which can help
us in our journey as followers of Jesus Christ. On Saturday mornings at
9.30am our regular Advent Reflections will take place in church. This
oasis of quiet in a busy day is one of the set points of the preparation
for Christmas in many of our diaries.
On Sunday December 9th we welcome the Revd Nigel Uden, Moderator
of General Assembly, as our guest preacher and will gather after
worship for a shared lunch and fellowship with him. He is currently
minister of Downing Place URC in Cambridge and began his ministry in
Heaton Moor in the 1980s. After time in the Congregational Church of
Southern Africa he returned to this synod as minister of St Annes on Sea
and then served as Moderator of Southern Synod from 2001 to 2010.
We hope a good number of us from WURC will support the open air
Carols organised by Churches Together in Wilmslow at the Artisan
Market on Saturday December 15th at 3pm. This is a prime opportunity
to demonstrate our Christian faith for those around us.
Other familiar elements of the build up to Christmas are the Service of
Lessons and Carols on December 23rd, the family friendly ‘Stories Round
the Tree’ celebration at 4pm on Christmas Eve and Midnight
Communion at 11.30pm.
On Sunday December 23rd we’re invited to join our friends at Wilmslow
Methodist Church for a Joint Carol Service at 7.30pm, as we’ve done in
previous years. This is a good way to continue our Covenant
relationship.
Please invite along family and friends to any or all of these special events
and if you want to know any more about them don’t hesitate to ask me
or one of the Elders for more details.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Renewing our rainy day funds
Churches and their funds are be a bit
like everyone else - we need some
reserves of money to cover
unexpected bills. At the same time,
because we’re a Christian charity, our
resources of people, buildings and
energy are there to make a difference in the community. As a result, we
have invested heavily in refurbishing our buildings, very successfully, as
the transformed Undercroft space shows.
In doing so we have spent two legacies from former members, raided
our ‘rainy day’ reserves, received extra gifts from current worshippers
and applied for grants from outside bodies. We are now left with a loan
to finish repaying to North Western Synod and greatly reduced savings.
That’s why the Elders and Finance Team have agreed we will do some
fund-raising next year. The aim is to pay off the rest of the synod loan
and restore us to a position where we can cover our regular outgoings
and pay for emergencies without needing to count every penny. Our
target is £30,000 and we’re aiming to do this with help from those
around us who support what we’re doing but may not be part of the
Sunday congregation.
Think of the number of people we reach through Messy Church,
Thursday Tots, our uniformed organisations, Luncheon Club and the
other activities which happen in our buildings every week. Then add in
the parents of students at Wilmslow High School who are benefitting
from the ROC Café after school sessions and you’ll see what a big pool
of potential supporters we have.
Our Fundraising team will be up and running very soon. Their aim is to
find enjoyable ways of raising money together that can draw in the
energy and enthusiasm of those around the Church. Please encourage
them if they ask for your help – it’s part of our wider service of the
community.
The Finance Team
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Letter to Val Lane from Niki Fredrick at Rainbow Haven
Dear Val,
It's always a great pleasure to see you at our drop-in,
not because of the huge amount of goodies you bring
along, but because it's such an inspiration to see how
much you care and are committed to this good work, it
encourages us and touches our hearts to know that you
and all the members of your wonderful congregation are
supporting us. So we want to say, thank you, once again.
Our special thanks to all the lovely kids who have recently
donated food and toiletries to the project. We must not
fail to mention our pleasure at the beautifully decorated
boxes in which the commodities have arrived as this is
certainly an evidence of their care and concern. Our
warm regards to Kirsty and everyone.
May God bless and reward you all for your kindness and
generosity. Amen.

Churches Together in Wilmslow
CHRISTMAS SERVICES LEAFLETS
Please sign up now to get your
favourite streets!
Leaflets will be available on
Sunday 9th December.
Thank you, Dorothy & Carolynne
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Church Roll
It’s time to start planning the 2019 version of the Church Family List and
we make no apology for repeating previous years’ requests. We try to
keep our office records and database up to date as the year goes by but
please let us know if there are any changes to last year’s list which we
might not have heard about, especially if you have changed address
telephone number, or email. Amendments should be in writing to the
office before December 14th.
Sometimes people have strong preferences for how they are addressed
and, if you don’t like what was in the listing last year, please let us know.
If you have been worshipping with us and would like other people in the
congregation to know your address, telephone number and/or email
address please hand a note containing the information to one of the
Elders on a Sunday morning
Lastly if you have an email address which was not on last year’s list, and
which you would like to share, please let us know by sending an email
to the Church Office at wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
We expect to prepare the list during January so that it can be distributed
by the Elders at the end of that month. Thank you.
Michael Williams for the Church Office

Mistakes from the ‘Church Bulletin’
kindly provided by Andrew Allen
The Fasting & Prayer Conference - includes
meals.
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water‘. The sermon
tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus'
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.
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Time for Deep Reflection and Bold Action
On 7th October the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
launched a special report on limiting global warming to just 1.5 degrees
above pre-industrial average temperature. In November, the UK Met
Office reported on long term trends in the country that shows more
prolonged spells of higher temperatures and more occasions of extreme
weather. Whilst these messages are stark, they both offer hope. The
good news is that, if we can keep temperature rises to 1.5 degrees, it
would be ‘manageable’. The solutions are out there; the report points
to the need for action particularly in energy (getting off fossil fuel), land
use (reforesting was one example), and curbing greenhouse gas
emissions from industry and cities, including electrifying transport.
Many of these solutions will have to be at a governmental level but what
can we do as individuals?
The three R's come to mind REDUCE; REUSE; RECYCLE.
Here are some ideas to consider:
•
Avoid the drastic plastic of shop-bought Christmas decorations.
Buy pre-owned ones from charity shops or make your own.
•
Keep Christmas cards to make Christmas tags by recycling the
section that carries the greeting and cut out the picture to use as a
present tag. This would be helping to reduce the huge amount of trees
that are used to provide our Christmas tags.
•

Use fabric remnants and ribbons as wrapping.

•
Christmas candles look great and really add to the atmosphere
but most are made from paraffin, which gives off harmful pollutants and
greenhouse gases, as well as coming from the non-renewable resource
of oil. Buy candles from beeswax, soy or other vegetable alternatives, or
make your own.
•
Tons of wrapping paper are thrown away every year. Get your
scissors ready for opening up all those presents on Christmas Day! Using
scissors rather than ripping them open means you can keep the paper
to re-use next year.
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•
Why not walk whenever you can or share your car with someone
or use public transport? If you cannot do this consider offsetting your
carbon emissions of your car travel at Climate Stewards
http://www.climatestewards.org
A couple of changes to recycling at the Church.
During the recent clean up in the halls a stock of old spectacles was
found. In future please take these to Clare and Illingworth, 28 Water
Lane, Wilmslow. They send them to Vision Aid Overseas who reclaim the
metal, sell vintage frames and fund the charity’s work improving sight
for people in Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Sierra Leone and Zambia.
Most printer cartridges end up being incinerated or sent to land fill.
Rather than depositing them in the hall vestibule either use the return
envelope provided by the original supplier or take them directly to Ink
and Toner World, 57 Water Lane, Wilmslow.
Remember... the secret of getting ahead is getting started. The secret of
getting started is breaking down complex overwhelming tasks into small
manageable tasks and then starting the first one...attributable to Mark
Twain.
The Administration Team

ADVENT REFLECTIONS
Make a note: 8th, 15th and 22nd December are the three
Saturdays in Advent when short reflections will be held for
30 minutes at 9.30.a.m. Each will be conducted by different
family groups in the congregation. There will be a combination of hymns
with piano accompaniment, readings, prayer and a short reflection.
This will be an opportunity to pause in the frenzy of Christmas
preparations to remember the crucial importance of the line in Christina
Rosetti's hymn:
"Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine."
From the Worship Team
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HOW MANY MEN DOES IT TAKE TO CHANGE A LIGHT BULB?
The answer should be one – but only if the light bulb is at a sensible
height .When the height is 6.4 metres it’s a different story.
So when Property Team was tasked with replacing the memorial light in
the Sanctuary a deal of planning and preparation was required. Ladders
were out, we couldn’t get a cherry picker into the church, so building a
tower out of scaffolding was the only solution.
Using their collective knowledge of Meccano, Lego and praying at
altitude, 5 of WURC’s finest accomplished the mission in a little over 2
hours. Watch for illumination on future Sundays!
But enough of that,let the pictures tell the story. Martin Duguid

1. Eddie “it says here…”
2. Michael –‘oops you forgot this pole’
3. Martin S –‘I can’t hold this much longer’

4. All – ‘ we have ignition!’
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Who We Are
Wilmslow Youth is a community youth organisation founded by
Wilmslow United Reformed Church and Life Church Wilmslow. We work
to support young people and their families through mentoring, talking
therapies, youth clubs and various groups. We have over 150 young
people accessing our activities every week across our work both in
school and in the newly redeveloped church Undercroft. 15-20 of these
young people are referred directly to us by the school or social services
for one to one support.

Our Programme
Our core services, available every week, are:
ROC Café Wilmslow –

A free drop-in café open several days each
week, offering young people a space for
drop-in support and time to socialise with
friends over various activities.

Mentoring & Counselling – Free-to-access support with professional
therapists for young people experiencing
difficulties with mental illness, available
both in school and at the ROC Café.
Lunch Clubs –

4 different lunch clubs in school each week
helping young people build friendships
through art activities and games.

Parenting Support Groups – Support groups and interactive courses for
parents in partnership with national
charity ‘Care for the Family’.
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Throughout the year we also run a variety of family events, school
lessons, workshops and courses.
Operational Information
We currently have 2 paid members of staff, 20 volunteers, and a total
operational cost of £55,000 per year (£36,000 of which is provided by
the two churches, and a further £13,000 by grant givers, leaving a
current sum of £6000 left to raise for 2019). We are now in the process
of becoming an independent charity and plan to increase our capacity
and impact in Wilmslow by bringing a third part-time member of staff
on board, at an additional cost of £15,000 per year.
For more information you can find us on social media or at
www.wilmslowyouth.com

Book Club
The next book club meeting is on Monday, January
14th 2019 we will discuss ‘84 Charing Cross Road’ by
Helen Hanff.
Helen is a poor writer with antiquarian tastes in
books. She writes to the booksellers of 84 Charing
Cross Road in search of rare editions. She finds
herself in regular correspondence with the
bookseller Frank Doel. As letters, books and quips
cross the ocean, a friendship flourished that would
endure for twenty years.
At the following meeting on Monday, March 11th we
will discuss ’The Century Girls’ by Tessa Dunlop.
Pat Crewe
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Ten-Pin Bowling
Monday, December 31st at Macclesfield Bowling Alley.
We will meet at 11.20am.
The lanes are booked and a reservation made at The Brocklehurst Arms
for lunch afterwards. If you wish to join the group, please sign on the
sign-up sheet and indicate your choice of food for lunch. The sign-up
sheet will be in the ‘Undercroft’ during coffee.
All will be welcome. Trophies to be won. Fun and fellowship guaranteed.
Cliff and Pat Crewe

Wilmslow Wells for Africa - Souperday
Thank you for your support of Souperday - from help on the
day, contributions to our stalls or for being our much needed customers.
Souperday raised a wonderful £1340 which will be generously matched
by Diana Armstrong's family. The result allows the positive changes in
rural Africa to continue where many still need clean water and basic
sanitation.

Date for your diary
The Barnby Choir are looking forward to performing their Christmas
Concert which will take place in church on Sunday 9th December at
7.30pm. The programme includes Messa Di Gloria by Puccini plus carols
for choir and audience participation.
Tickets (£12, or £10 Concessions) are available in advance from Anne
Macdonald (07810 517464) or on the door.
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Tourtière
Originally this French-Canadian specialty was made with passenger
pigeons (les tourtes). Following the disappearance of these birds, fresh
pork was used. In French Canada, tourtière is traditionally served on
Christmas Eve. When I was doing postgraduate studies in California, my
classmates represented over 15 countries. Each week, one of us would
cook dishes from our own country. I served this tourtière to represent
the province of Québec, along with fish cakes to represent
Newfoundland and Labrador and a salmon frittata to represent British
Columbia. I finished with pumpkin pie.
In a heavy saucepan combine:
1½ lbs ground lean pork
1 small onion, minced
½ cup boiling water
1 garlic clove, chopped
1½ teaspoons salt
¼ teaspoon celery salt (available at Waitrose)
¼ teaspoon black pepper
¼ teaspoon sage
pinch of ground cloves
Cook over low heat, stirring constantly, until meat loses its red colour
and about half the liquid has evaporated. Cover and cook about 45
minutes longer.
Meanwhile, boil and mash 3 medium-sized potatoes. Mix mashed
potatoes into cooked meat mixture. Cool.
Preheat oven to 230 C (450 F). Prepare sufficient pastry for a 2-crust 9inch pie. Roll out half and line a deep 9-inch pie plate. Fill with cooled
meat mixture. Roll out remainder of pastry and cover pie. Flute and
seal edges and slash top crust,
Bake in 230 C oven for 10 minutes. Reduce heat to 180 C (350 F) and
bake for 30 to 40 minutes longer.
Makes 6 to 7 servings.

Peggy Arnell
25

Church Diary
Weekly

Mon

Please
Tue
check
Wed
website or
Thu
church
office for
calendar.
Fri

‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
Indoor bowls 2pm start
Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
Ladies Badminton 10am start
Thursday Tots 2-4pm
Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
Gardening Team (am)

December 2018
Dec 2nd
Dec 3rd
Dec 10th
Dec 12th
Dec 13th
Dec 15th

4pm
12 for 12.30pm
1pm
11.45am
2.00pm
3.00pm

Dec 18th
Dec 24th

2 & 7pm
4.00pm

Messy Church
Monday Fellowship Christmas Lunch
Building Users Event
Midweek Reflections
Thursday Tots – Christmas Party
Churches Together in Wilmslow –
Outdoor Carols, Alderley Road
Gorsey Bank Primary School Carol Concerts
Stories Around the Christmas Tree

January 2019
th

Jan 7
Jan 7th
Jan 9th
Jan 14th
Jan 14th
Jan 21st

2.00pm
7.30pm
11:45am
2.00pm
7.00pm
2.00pm

Jan 21st
Jan 29th

2.00pm
2.00pm

Monday Fellowship Spring Watch, D.Taylor
Elders Meeting
Midweek Reflections
Book Club
Outreach Team
Monday Fellowship – Mallory and Irving
Alone on Everest, Barry Middleton
Admin. Team Meeting
Property Team Meeting

Copy for the February 2019 edition of the Newsletter should be emailed
to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
on or before Friday 11th January 2019
The Newsletter will be available on 26
Sun 27th January 2019

