NEWSLETTER

Let all you do be done in love
Corinthians 16:14

November 2018
Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship
elsewhere, please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during November 2018
Sunday November 4th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
Service followed by special church meeting.
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday November 11th
10.30am Remembrance Day - Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday November 18th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by Peter Bradley
Sunday November 25th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
followed by Church Meeting
Sunday December 2nd
10.30 am Morning Worship and Toy Service led by our Minister

for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk
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Bible Readings - Sundays in November
The theme for this month focuses on the words and commandments we
have been given and how we practise them in our daily lives, showing
our faith to those we meet.
On the first Sunday the Gospel reading shows how Jesus sees love for
God and neighbour as the mark of true holiness. The passage from
Deuteronomy reminds us that the holy character takes time and effort
to develop; wearing God’s word on hands and foreheads, writing it on
doorposts and praying it in the morning and the evening.
On Remembrance Sunday our readings explore sacrificial giving and
God’s concern for those in need. Jesus is critical of the greed he sees in
Jerusalem and its temple, contrasting the large donations made by the
rich people with the tiny, but proportionally much greater, amount
given by a poor widow. The passage from Hebrews looks forward to the
coming of the heavenly Jesus, bringing both salvation and judgement.
On the following Sunday we are encouraged to cling on to the vision of
Jesus whatever happens in our messy world. In response to a disciple’s
admiration of the Temple, Jesus predicts its complete destruction. He
warns all his followers, including us, against the attractions of leaders
who make empty promises. Putting our confidence in Jesus will enable
us to be resilient and hopeful.
The final Sunday before Advent shows us how the representatives of
earthly and heavenly rule come face to face as Jesus’ converses with
Pilate. They both use the language of kingship, however they mean very
different things. As we read the passages before the service and also
listen to them, it is important for us to try to discern the truth and to
hold on to the teachings of Jesus as we go about our daily lives.
November 4th
November 11th
November 18th
November 25th

Mark 12: 28-34
Mark 12: 38-44
Mark 13: 1-8
John 18: 33-37
Fiona Wood
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Deuteronomy 6: 1-9
Hebrews 9: 24-28
Hebrews 10: 11-14 (15-18)
Revelation 1: 4b – 8

Dear Friends,
It was in the headlines last month that the Royal Voluntary Service had
asked a sample of people aged 70 or above about their daily eating
habits. On the basis of their results the RVS estimate that 1.6 million
older people eat all their main daily meals alone, a statistic which one
report described as ‘heartbreaking’. Quite apart from having nobody to
talk to, the 16% of people who always dine solo tend to eat less
healthily. It’s a pattern we can all slip into quite easily, whatever our age.
Going to the trouble of preparing vegetables and heating an oven seems
to have less point when you’re just doing it for yourself. Eating is a social
event, too, and more than 700,000 over-70s admit to skipping one of
their daily meals seven or more times per week. As a result of all this
lone eating, combined with a reduced appetite and tendency to eat
more slowly, some older people can be at risk of malnutrition. With
winter approaching, we all need to keep our bodies warm, and eating
hot food is one way of doing that.
Every week our Luncheon Club amply demonstrates all the good that
can come from eating well, around table, with people to talk to as you
do so. It runs on almost every Wednesday of the year, offering a freshly
cooked two course meal for up to 40 people. This piece of outreach and
ministry began under the ministry of David Jenkins, in March 2001, and
is still going strong seventeen years later. Meanwhile, in the Undercroft,
there’s the growing popularity of the newly developing Monday and
Wednesday morning café sessions. It’s good to see church friends
meeting up to talk in a way we rarely find time for on Sundays. It’s even
better when other members of the community venture over our
threshold and find a warm welcome and a listening ear as well as a hot
drink and a cookie to reward them.
Why am I focussing on these two activities out of the many things we
get involved in each week? The answer lies in an issue which has been
much in the headlines recently, that of loneliness and social isolation.
Our church buildings are midway between Wilmslow Health Centre and
Kenmore Medical Centre, two of the largest health care providers in
town. On any given day of the week hundreds of people, plus their
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friends and relatives, come to see the doctor, or consult a nurse, or have
a medical test, or collect a prescription item from a surgery near our
church. Many of them are not only unwell – they’re also very lonely
people – and that is something that can’t easily be helped by the busy
GPs they come to see. It’s been shown that being lonely can be as
damaging to your health as suffering from a long term, chronic medical
condition. This is where I believe that our church with its range of
activities, including the community café and Luncheon Club, comes into
the picture. How many of the locals who pass our buildings, or come
very close to them on a visit to their doctor, might like to come along to
some of the things we run? Would any of them enjoy attending some of
the events organised on our premises by outside groups, if they knew
they were happening? I can’t help but feel that if they did come along
these people would made some new contacts and feel less lonely as a
result, which would be a really good outcome.
We are pretty experienced at providing food and friendship for those
who come in search of such things. This comes naturally to us and so it
should because we profess to be followers of Jesus. The gospels show
us that he always welcomed people and had a special place in his heart
for anyone with a particular need, especially strangers. We know our
buildings are valuable resources from which to reach out into the
community around us and give people a living demonstration of God’s
love in action. In a world where so many of those around us are hurting
and lost, the simple act of welcoming them in on their terms and giving
them hospitality can start to open up a whole host of doors. The
potential is enormous. Many churches would
give anything to have such a central position in
their local community as the one we enjoy.
Wherever God is leading us I’m sure he’ll give us
the resources we need to respond.
Wishing you every blessing,
Kirsty Thorpe
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Wilmslow Historical Society
OCTOBER 1918

THE FINAL ADVANCE GAINS PACE

The Allies now mounted intolerable pressure on the enemy on all fronts
by undertaking a series of closely phased offensives with marked local
superiority and for limited objectives. The Germans were outfought at
all levels. Many famous tactical and strategic points fell into our hands:
the Belgians took Zeebrugge and Ostend; the French St Quentin, Laon
and La Frere; we regained Armentières, Le Cateau, Cambrai and Menin.
Elsewhere Germany's allies
were collapsing. Bulgaria
had already sued for peace.
The
Turkish
army,
weakened by famine and
desertion, retreated in
Palestine and Syria before
the numerically superior
land and air forces of
British Patrol in Cambrai
Allenby - Damascus, Sidon
and Tripoli all fell. On the 31st Turkey sued for peace and all hostilities
ceased. At the battle of Vittorio Veneto on the 24th, the Italians
significantly supported by British, French and American troops crossed
the swollen Piave river and entered the Venetian plain. The Hapsburg
Empire was now disintegrating faced with exhaustion, food shortages
and unrest amongst political and ethnic minority groups.
It is perhaps unfortunate that the outstanding success of August November 1918 has often been overshadowed in popular memory by
the years of grim deadlock which preceded it.
These magnificent advances, however, exacted a heavy toll. With
victory in sight our community lost 15 young men.
All of our fatalities are remembered locally in churches, on memorials
and in graveyards often in more than one place. They are also either
buried abroad near where they fell or commemorated if they have no
known grave. (They are from Wilmslow unless otherwise stated.)
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Pte Rupert Henry Edwards; 1st; aged 30, a gardener; formerly of South
Oak Lane and then Arlington St, Bolton; 1st/5th Loyal North Lancashire
(31890); St Loues Cemetery, Rouen.
Gunner Sidney Bowers; 1st; aged 31, a carter for a coal merchant;
formerly of Lindow Common and then 44 Ashton St, Middleton; 169th
brigade RFA (L16900); Roisel Cemetery.
Pte James Harry (Henry) Massey; 4th; aged 24, a porter at Wilmslow
station; 21 Oak Lane; 1st/7th Cheshires (290993); Lijssenthoek Military
Cemetery, nr Ypres. (His brother Dan had died in Salonika a month
earlier, fighting with the Cheshires.)
Pte Charles Bailey Chadwick; 4th; aged 29, chemical mixer; Mill St; 29th
Durham Light Infantry (85622) and ex Cheshires; Kandahar Farm
Cemetery, nr Ypres.
Pte Joseph Charles Rigby MM for "bravery in the field"; 5th; aged 19,
general labourer; 30 Park Rd; 1st South Wales Borderers (481241); Savy
British Cemetery, St Quentin. (His brother Charles was killed 14/9/17)
Ordinary Seaman Ernest Booth; 9th; aged 17; 21 Park Rd; Royal
Volunteer Reserve (Z5942); died of disease (possibly Spanish Flu) and
buried in family grave at St Barts.
Pte Arthur Sumner; 10th; aged 40, a gas stoker at gasworks opposite
Waitrose; Mill St; died whilst returning from Ireland with 500 others,
when RMS Leinster was torpedoed; no known grave.
Corp George Quarterman; 11th; aged 28, a motor engineer; 262
Hanworth Rd, Oxford (mother from Wilmslow); 5th battalion Tank Corps
(201019); Busigny Communal Cemetery Extension, Le Cateau.
Lt.Col Claude Swanwick Worthington DSO and bar awarded at Gallipoli
in 1915; 14th; aged 41, an architect; "Broomfield" Alderley Edge; 6th
Manchesters; Mount Huon Cemetery, Le Treport. The cross marking his
grave on the Western Front is now in Dean Row Unitarian Chapel.
Pte Sydney Burgess; 15th; aged 20, worked for a textile company S&J
Watts, Manchester; "Rose Lee", Chapel Lane; 1st Border Regiment
(260886) and ex Manchesters (2924); Dadizeele New British Cemetery.
Sgt Charles Herbert Turner; 17th; aged 24, office administrator; son of
Rev H W Turner of Wilmslow Congregational Church and Mendip Villa,
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Nursery Lane; 2nd battalion Royal Fusiliers (72491); Lijssenthoek
Military Cemetery, nr Ypres.
Sec Lt John Tyson Taylor; 17th; aged 25, builders merchant
administrator; "Spring Bank" Gravel Lane; 4th battalion Prince of Wales
Volunteers South Lancs regiment; Cambrai Cemetery, Peronne.
Pte George Bushill MM; 23rd; 32, a gardener; "Ivy Dean", Mount
Pleasant; 1st battalion Gordon Highlanders (290717); Romieres
Communal Cemetery Extension, Valenciennes.
Rifleman John Cecil Davies; 24th; aged 20, auctioneer/land agent; 5
Fulshaw Avenue; 4th battalion Rifle Brigade (S/32368) ex RASC
(296514); Kirechkoi-Hortakoi Military Cemetery, Salonika, Greece.
Able Seaman William Edward Morgan; 31st; aged 31, labourer for
London & NW Railway, Crewe; "Hill Top"; Royal Navy Volunteer
Reserves (R/1780); died in Connaught Hospital, Aldershot from Spanish
Flu, he is buried in Crewe Cemetery.
Jon Armstrong & Alan Cooper with a contribution
from Michael Scaife Wilmslow Historical Society
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Newsletter Report from October Elders’ Meeting
There was a full attendance at the October Elders’ Meeting when, after
devotions led by Michael Williams, we were pleased to welcome Simon
Horsfield from Life Church for a discussion on the proposal to register
Wilmslow Youth as an independent charity named ‘Source’. This had
been debated at some length at Church Meeting when questions were
raised about the balance of Trustees between the churches and the
responsibility of Trustees of a charity. Simon is a lawyer who had helped
to draw up the draft Charity documents and he agreed to take the
concerns to the WY Oversight Team.
There was no further information available about the Synod Manse
Scheme (except that our agreement to take part had been received by
Synod) or Missional Partnerships.
A report was received from the Premises Group which is working on
revised arrangements for letting the premises and the implications of
the new GPDR Regulations. Policies on GDPR and Data Privacy have
been drafted.
Property Team also submitted their annual report which reflected on
the major work in the Undercroft but also laid out several projects for
the future when funds allow.
Kirsty and others noted several pastoral issues.
The Elders noted that several Members had expressed dis-satisfaction
at Church Meeting about having to make decisions on complex issues
without prior notice or access to the detailed background information.
It was agreed that it would be appropriate to call special Church
Meetings to deal with such issues and to make relevant information
available in advance.
Among other matters discussed Iain Duncan reported changes in the
leadership of the Cub Pack.
The meeting closed at 9.40pm with the sharing of the Grace.
Michael Williams
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What a Hoot….
The new season of Monday Fellowship began in September with a talk
by Mr. & Mrs. Chant entitled ‘Up and Personal’. They have devoted their
time to rescuing, training and in some cases rehabilitating birds of prey.
They brought seven feathered friends with them for us to see ranging
from owls to falcons. The birds were well behaved, mostly, which came
as a great relief to some, knowing that the carpets had just been cleaned
the previous week!
After the presentation, when we had discovered that some birds can be
flown to Dubai on their own private 747 aircraft with a row of seats
each, such is their value as hunting birds, we were invited to hold and
stroke the birds.

Sandra is holding a European eagle owl, whilst Jenny has a barn owl on
her arm.
Monday Fellowship
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Wilmslow Art Trail 2018
For an entire Saturday in October our front church doors were open to
a steady stream of interested people – perhaps more than 100 in all
throughout the day – who came to see this year’s Wilmslow Art Trail. As
in previous years, we were glad to display some of the exam work of the
talented teenagers from Wilmslow High School. Visitors enjoyed seeing
the students’ highly imaginative paintings – in oils, water colour and
mixed media using photographs too – and browsing through their large
workbooks with fascinating explanations of how each project evolved.
We also hosted textiles, clothes and original objects in wood and other
materials – all the products of the design department.
One of the highlights of the day, for me, was seeing the church full of
people admiring the works of art. Another was using the possibilities for
conversation and relationship-building that hosting such an event
brings. This was greatly helped by the refreshments offered by those
church members who kindly staffed
Picture by Anna Carne
the vestibule drinks area. Wilmslow
Art Trail has become an established
and much appreciated part of our
community life in the town. Kirsty
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Those we have loved
This year’s annual Service to Remember those who
have died, organised by Churches Together in
Wilmslow, takes place at St Bartholomew’s Church at
3pm on Sunday November 4th. The occasion is
intended to be helpful for families and friends who
have been bereaved during the past year, as well as
others who are going through the journey of grieving.
It is a time to remember those who have died, whether that person lived
locally or far away from Wilmslow. During the service there will be an
opportunity for relatives and friends to mark the memory of those for
whom they wish to give thanks to God by writing their names for
inclusion in the Book of Remembrance.
In the past many people have found this service to be comforting and
valuable. Churches Together in Wilmslow look forward to welcoming
you and any other of your members of your family and friends who are
able to join us.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Prayer Handbook 2018: Seasons of the Spirit
Now is the time when calendars, diaries and –
in the case of many Churches – annual books
to help our faith are published. The 2019
offering from the URC Prayer Handbook is
based on the book of Psalms, an Old
Testament anthology of 150 ancient poems
full of spiritual insight and everyday reality.
The psalmists’ reflections on joy and pain still
relate to our daily lives though more than two
and half millennia have gone by since they
were written.
You could hardly have a better portion of scripture to use as the
inspiration for writing new prayers. Those familiar with the format will
know that some prayers hit the spot while others don’t. That is fine and
totally to be expected. But, with the work of 29 prayer writers to choose
from, you’re almost certain to find some gems which you will want to
keep by you for longer than 2019.
The Prayer Handbook can be a tool for your personal prayer life or a
useful resource when you’re asked to lead opening devotions at a
meeting. Each set of prayers, two per week, is linked to the bible
readings for the following Sunday. We have copies for sale now at £6.50.
Kirsty Thorpe

Toys for Rainbow Haven
Our annual Toy Sunday is on
December 2nd. Please bring your
gifts for children aged between
one and ten to the service but
please don’t gift wrap them. We will take them to Rainbow Haven in
East Manchester, where they will be given to children whose parents
are refugees or migrants. What’s really appreciated are donations of
games, books and new clothing, as well as actual toys. Thank you.
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Dear friends,
Please remember to keep collecting for the
Christmas shoebox appeal boxes. Gift Suggestions…
Toys - Dolls or stuffed toys (with CE label), toy
trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball,
small puzzles etc.
School Supplies - Pens, pencils &
sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps &
ink pad sets, notebooks, solar calculators,
colouring & picture books etc.

Shoebox distribution
Zimbabwe

Hygiene Items- Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped
soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel.
Carole Carne

Postage Stamps Please
A letter has come from the Scripture Union thanking us for
the box of used stamps which were sent on our behalf.
Now is the best time of year to start saving your stamps from
the Christmas cards we’ll soon be receiving – just remember
to leave at least a ¼inch or ½cm margin around the stamps,
but no damaged stamps please. There is a miniature post box
in the halls vestibule which you can post your used stamps in.
All stamps are put to good use and foreign stamps are
particularly appreciated as they tend to sell for more. Every
penny from the sale of stamps goes to support the work of
Scripture Union.
It is not often that we can support a charity at no cost to
ourselves – it just requires a little time to cut the stamps off
the envelopes leaving a border. Thank you. Gwen Owen
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Happy 5th Birthday…
to Messy Church at
Wilmslow URC and
“Thank You” to all who
support, attend, bake
for and organise this
important part of our
church ministry.
(Cake by Gillie Hanna,
photo
Wendy
&
Michael Williams)

Giving to our church charities
Once again we will be holding a Gift Day to
support our church charities this year, rather
than organising a Christmas Fair. The
donations you bring to church on Saturday
November 24th between 10:00am and 2:00pm, and over Christmas, will
be divided between our uniformed organisations and three church
charities. These are currently The Clink training restaurant at Styal
prison, the ‘Hospice at Home’ service of East Cheshire Hospice and
support for Sharon Rees’s work at Llanfair Church, Penrhys.
If you have any queries please talk to our treasurer, Steve Wood. Those
who qualify to Gift Aid their donations are encouraged to do so. Anyone
who would like to donate but is unable to come to the Gift Day please
see Steve for an envelope or bank details.
The Finance Team
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Book Club
The meeting will be held on Mon Nov 12th when we will
discuss ‘The Light Between Oceans’ by M. L. Stedman.
The story is set in a small coastal town in Australia in the
1920's. A boat washes up on the shore of a remote lighthouse
keeper's island just off the coast. The only two islanders, Tom and his
wife Izzy are about to make a devastating decision. They break the rules
and follow their hearts and bear the consequences thereafter.
At the following meeting on Monday, January 14th 2019 we
will discuss ‘84 Charing Cross Road’ by Helen Hanff.
Helen is a poor writer with antiquarian tastes in books. She
writes to the booksellers of 84 Charing Cross Road in search of
rare editions. She finds herself in regular correspondence with the
bookseller Frank Doel. As letters, books and quips cross the ocean, a
friendship flourished that would endure for twenty years.
Pat Crewe

Wilmslow Wells for Africa
Thursday 1st November –– Souperday
St John’s Church Rooms, Knutsford Road, Wilmslow 11am – 2pm
Double your money! In memory of
Diana Armstrong her family are going
to match all donations raised on the
day. Diana was a long serving
volunteer at our events. So do join us
and help transform even more lives.
There will be a choice of homemade
soup and bread with a hot drink for £4
(children £2) as well as a delicious
array of cakes to buy. All monies go to
funding projects in rural Africa – clean
water, hygiene and sanitation.
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Church Diary
Weekly

Mon

Please
Tue
check
Wed
website or
Thu
church
office for
calendar.
Fri

‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists 2-4pm
Indoor bowls 2pm start
Luncheon Club 12:30pm (by prior arrangement)
Ladies Badminton 10am start
Thursday Tots 2-4pm
Badminton. Junior 6:30-7:30 Adult 7:30 start
Gardening Team (am)

November 2018
Nov 4th
Nov 4th
Nov 5th
Nov 6th
Nov 12th
Nov 12th
Nov 14th
Nov 19th
Nov 24th
Nov 25th

12 noon
4.00 pm
2.00pm

Special Church Meeting
Messy Church
Monday Fellowship – Best Stage Musicals
Part 2 – Brian Green
2:00pm
Property Team
2.00pm
Book Club – Room A
7.30pm
Elders Meeting
11.45am
Mid-week Reflections
2.00pm
Monday Fellowship - New Zealand Tramps
Colin and Trudy Shepherd
10am – 2pm Church Charity Gift Day
12 noon
Church Meeting

December 2018
Dec 2nd
Dec 3rd

4.00pm
1.00pm

Messy Church
Monday Fellowship – Christmas Lunch

Copy for the Dec 2018/Jan 2019 edition of the Newsletter should be
emailed to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
before Saturday 17th November
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 2nd December 2018
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