NEWSLETTER

“Let us not grow weary of
doing good, for in due
season we will reap, if we do
not give up” Galatians 6:9

October 2018
Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship
elsewhere, please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during October 2018
Sunday October 7th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday October 14th
10.30am Harvest Festival and Parade Service led by our Minister
Sunday October 21st
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday October 28th
10.30am Joint Service at Wilmslow Methodists at Water Lane led by
our Minister and Revd Katy Thomas
Sunday November 4th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister

for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk
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Bible Readings - Sundays in October
As we focus on the Bible passages this month, it is important that
we look for ways to connect the readings with our everyday lives.
On the first Sunday we are encouraged to think carefully about our
relationships and God’s role within them. Some Pharisees test
Jesus with questions and he praises the ideal of marriage within
God’s created order. When the disciples stop people bringing
children to Jesus he says that the kingdom of God involves
childlike acceptance.
The following Sunday, when we will celebrate Harvest Festival, all
our readings are concerned with the supreme importance of
matching belief and action. When a rich man asks Jesus what he
must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus challenges him to sacrifice his
possessions and give the money to the poor. None of us are
worthy of eternal life on our own merit; it is our genuine desire to
follow Christ and his grace that affords us life everlasting.
Our next set of readings focus on Jesus’ teaching about the value
of serving others. James and John, the sons of Zebedee, are
reprimanded by Jesus for their earthly ambitions. He explains how
true greatness lies in putting ourselves at the service of others.
The last week of October we explore the gifts of sight and insight.
A blind beggar persistently asks Jesus to have mercy on him.
Through his faith he is healed and immediately becomes a follower
of Jesus.
This month’s bible themes show us how Gospel events fulfil the
past visions of the prophets. We may read the passages before
worship or pray about them to help us in our daily faith journey.
October 7th

Genesis 2: 18-24

Mark 10: 2-16

October 14th

Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15

Mark 10: 17-31

Isaiah 53: 4-12

Mark 10: 35-45

Jeremiah 31: 7-9

Mark 10: 46-52

October

21st

October 28th

Fiona Wood
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Dear Friends,
Martin and I have just got home from a trip to hear the Hallé orchestra,
bringing back with us a selection of leaflets about forthcoming concerts
on offer. This is because I now have a Bridgewater Hall voucher to spend
- your generous gift as part of the lovely 10th anniversary of ministry
celebration we enjoyed on Sunday September 16th. I was very touched
by all the trouble people had gone to so this could happen. The tasty
meal, the warm atmosphere and the kind words that were said meant a
lot. It has been a truly memorable and deeply rewarding part of my life
to be here with all of you since 2008 and it’s far from over yet!
Ministers often run a risk of putting their own families well down the list
of priorities, which isn’t always healthy or wise. Because we try to be
available to others in their time of need we don’t always guard our
diaries tightly when it comes to being available to our own nearest and
dearest. I have missed several special family events, over the years,
because these usually take place on a Saturday. Martin and I can’t both
enjoy the fun of a family get together and be home in time for the next
day to lead worship. I know there are such things as holidays, and I do
take all the leave I’m due, but even so it’s not always possible to dovetail
ministry and personal life in the right balance.
That’s why it was particularly special last week that both my sons and
their families were able to be with us for the celebration meal. Seeing
all four granddaughters enjoying each other’s company was great fun
too. Freya, at eight months, is just starting to really explore the world.
Imogen, her older sister, gets very excited when she spends time with
her cousins. Violet (6) and May (4) from Derby are old hands at visiting
Wilmslow, as both of them have been coming here since their Thursday
Tots days, and they always enjoy the warm welcome they receive.
They’re in school full time now, and well past the stage of getting up on
the dais during the service to see what the congregation looks like. The
family has grown in 10 years and so have our friendships and
appreciation of one another.
With sincere thanks for your support and care,
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Kirsty Thorpe

Wilmslow Historical Society
SEPTEMBER 1918 The Hindenburg Line Is Broken
On 29th September the 46th Midland Division, carrying through a
remarkable feat of arms, broke through the Hindenburg Line at
Riqueval. There, flanked by the Americans and the Australians under a
creeping barrage and fog, they crossed the St Quentin Canal using light
bridges, rafts and lifebelts. They scaled a steep slope to rush in with
bayonets and surprise the enemy who were confidently based in the
allegedly impregnable "Siegfried Stellung". They took 4,200 prisoners
for a loss of fewer than 800 casualties gaining 3½ in all. Midlanders still
take pride in the fact that it was their boys and not the more famous,
Highlanders, Canadians or ANZACS "who broke the line". This action was
the climax to a very successful month where the Germans were by now
outclassed in most departments.
The enemy was pushed back
remorselessly in many theatres of
war. In France a series of
offensives resulted in the retaking
of key positions - Peronne, Lens
and Bellicourt. At St Mihiel the
Americans launched their first
large-scale operation acting on
their own. On the 28th in Flanders
we broke out of the Ypres Salient
and as the war of movement
returned,
Messines
and
Passchendaele
were
recaptured.
Brig Gen J V Campbell VC congratulating
soldiers of the North Midland Division
The Turks were in retreat in
Palestine where Nazareth and
Haifa were taken and Damascus threatened. Allied forces finally
advanced in Salonika in northern Greece forcing the Bulgarians to seek
an armistice. They ceased fighting on the 30th. (On the 29th Ludendorff
had suffered a seizure and collapsed - the same day the German military
demanded that an approach for an armistice be made immediately.)
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The magnificent advances we had made, however, exacted a toll on our
soldiers even when we were making a war-winning offensive. Our local
community lost 9 young men in the month of September.
Four were to die in France. On the 5th Corporal George Arthur Mottram,
48th Brigade Royal Field Artillery (62144) was killed in action aged 24.
Buried in Sucrerie British Cemetery, Ablaine-St-Nazaire, north of Albert,
he is also remembered on the civic memorial, St Bart's and on a family
grave there. The grave also records the death of his brother-in-law
Driver B W Rawson with whom he lived in Church Street, before their
marriages. George had been a house painter by trade.
Three more local lads were to perish on the 27th. Gunner William Duffy
of the 1st/7th Lancashire Fusiliers (26439) was killed in action aged 25.
He is buried at Fifteen Ravine British Cemetery Villers-Plouich and
remembered in St Bart's. What his connection with Wilmslow is unclear
as he was a Salford man who was born and enlisted there. One of 8
children of William and Mary Ann he lived in Ridgeway Street,
Manchester and worked as a collar cutter in the textile trade.
Private Charles Henshall died aged 35 whilst serving with the 47 th
battalion Canadian Infantry (103080). He enlisted in Victoria, British
Columbia in October 1915, having emigrated to Canada on the SS
Corsican in May 1913. Before the war he had worked as a domestic
gardener and was the son of William and Mary of Holly Cottage,
Davenport Green. He is buried in Bourlon Wood Cemetery and St John's
and St Bart's record his passing.
Another who served with the same Canadian battalion was Private
Norman Jones (145572) aged 22. He went over the top at Raillencourt
near Cambrai and never returned. He had left for Canada in July 1912
on the SS Virginia. His name is recorded on the Vimy Ridge memorial
and in St John's. It is unclear at the moment what his precise link is with
Wilmslow/Alderley.
Fighting in Belgium claimed 2 more local men. Westoutre British
Cemetery, south west of Ypres, has the grave of Private James William
Burgess of the 1st/6th Cheshires (15537). He was killed in action on the
15th aged 22. He was the eldest son of James and Jane of 6 Lydiate Lane,
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Alderley Edge where the local memorial and that of Wilmslow
commemorate him. Like many he had been a domestic gardener.
Another soldier remembered on the Alderley Edge memorial is Lance
Corporal Alfred Hudson, who died aged 30 on the 29 th serving with the
15th Cheshires (45772). He was married to Annie of 59 Brook Lane and
is remembered in the local churches, also at Tyne Cot. Born in Gatley,
he worked as a gardener for his father, Henry. Alfred's outstanding
bravery in previous battles had been recognised with a Military Medal.
Away from the Western Front, our locality was to lose 3 more brave
men. Our second recipient of the Military Medal was Private Frank
Brandreth of the 11th and later 13th Cheshires (49943). He died, aged 32,
in a Prisoner of War camp in Mulheim, near Cologne, on the 5 th. His
award in 3rd Ypres August 1917 was for "gallant conduct and devotion
to duty". Involved in very heavy fighting at Messines and later
Passchendaele, he was captured during the German "Spring Offensive"
of March 1918. He had worked as a gardener at Deanwater House (now
the Deanwater Hotel) before the war. His brother, Robert, was killed in
July 1917 near Ypres.
As we pushed back the Bulgarians in Salonika, we lost 2 more. On the
16th, 21 year old Private Dan Massey, 12th Cheshires (35748) died of
wounds. He was the second son of James and Sarah of 21 Oak Lane and
had been an errand boy for Eastman's store in 1912, before being
trained as a butcher. He is buried in Sarigol Military Cemetery, Kriston,
Salonika. The civic memorial and Wilmslow Methodist mark his passing.
Another cemetery in Salonika (Karasouli) contains the resting place of
Private Herbert Clarke, who died on the 16th, aged 26. He was killed in
action fighting with the 9th South Lancashire Regiment (28754) and had
formerly been with the Prince of Wales Volunteers (70711). He lived
with his parents at 51 Gill Bent Road, Handforth but in May 1912 he
married Hannah Heath of Woodford and worked as a gardener at
Fulshaw Lodge.
Jon Armstrong & Alan Cooper with a contribution
from Michael Scaife Wilmslow Historical Society
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Newsletter Report from September Elders’ Meeting
The meeting began with devotions led by Fiona Wood, followed by the
approval and signing of the July meeting minutes. Under matters arising
Kirsty updated us on the progress towards charitable status for
Wilmslow Youth, whilst Liz informed us that our new cleaner, Julie
Hodson from Alpine Cleaners, has started to work from 7am-9am
Monday to Saturday. Thanks were expressed to Eddie Parsons and
Richard Banwell who organised the August deep clean of the Halls and
to the 21 volunteers who worked so hard to return our premises to
pristine condition.
Steve Wood presented a financial update and explained that extra work
could not be carried out at present due to cash being very tight. The
current fundraising target is £35,000 and it is hoped that a fundraising
team will be convened shortly.
Discussion took place about the Synod Manse Policy and a
recommendation will be brought to September’s Church Meeting.
Comments were given to the meeting about the most popular ‘hits’ on
the Church’s new website. A paper itemising details of the new
computerised booking programme, Hallmaster, was presented and our
updated Lettings Policy will be discussed further after the Property
Team meeting.
At the September Church meeting the Church Officers and their
deputies will be nominated for election and the Nomination letter and
papers for Election of Elders will be distributed.
Kirsty gave her Ministerial report and Pastoral news was shared. It was
recommended that the two small rooms in the Undercroft should be
named the Sumner and Housley Rooms in recognition and respect of the
legacies left by Kathleen Sumner and Doreen Housley.
Liz McGuire
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Music in Church
We often joke about we’re saying ‘yes’ to when we’re
asked to take on a task. Here’s an extract from the Elders
minutes of April 1992: ‘Cliff Crewe agreed to take up the
post of Director of Music and the Elders confirmed this
appointment initially of 6 months and with the intention
of renewing it for a further two year period.’
That was then – this is now. July’s Church Meeting heard that Cliff had
decided – after very careful thought – to stand down from the role he’s
filled since 1992! This is what he’s written about his decision:
‘When Fred Noden [minister of Wilmslow URC from 1974 to 1993] asked
me to be the Director of Music I came up with a working brief to
encourage and develop music and musical happenings in the church
using especially any talents found in our congregation.
Over the years this has included: the church choir, a church Quartet, two
TV Sunday worship broadcasts, one Radio 4 Sunday worship, family
weekends, small instrumental ensembles, at least one biggish orchestra
in the early years, a smaller orchestra more recently, the Pageant and
junior church presentation for Wilmslow’s 150th anniversary as well as
contributions to worship from several people and organisations. We
have also hosted concerts involving a variety of choirs, organists, solo
singers and instrumentalists.’
To all of that amazing list I can only say ‘phew!’ shortly followed by a
massive ‘Thank you.’ Cliff would probably say none of this music making
could have happened without help from others. That’s certainly true.
But without someone like Cliff around to encourage and energise things,
many of these great contributions to our worship and fellowship
together would never have got off the ground in the first place.
We won’t stop singing, making music, learning new hymns or praising
God in harmonious ways just because Cliff is no longer our Director of
Music. Now we need to wait and see what God has next in store for us.
Kirsty Thorpe
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My Faith Journey by Dorothy Fenwick
My life began in an area of Cheshire which is now a
part of Greater Manchester, the second child of an
engineer and a mill girl. It was a home filled with
love and where worship played a big part in my
parents’ lives. I was baptised in the Unitarian
Church my parents had married in, and as I grew up
I attended Sunday School alongside my two
brothers.
Because of this, I have fond memories of taking part
in various concerts and pantomimes and enjoying holidays at the
Unitarian holiday home in Derbyshire. It was a bustling, thriving Church
which was an important centre of the local community.
My primary education took place in a Church of England school where
religion of course played a huge part. I still know by heart many hymns
and prayers, the Beatitudes, the Catechism and so on. Firmly committed
to memory all those years ago!
In my teenage years, my parents decided on a move to the seaside. I
soon settled into school, but my mum found it harder as my dad was
away a lot with work and she was lonely. She missed her own parents
and friends, and the familiarity of her hometown. A point was reached
where a move back was on the cards. It was an upsetting and distressing
time. Then, an amazing thing happened. I became close friends with a
very nice girl whose father just happened to be the Minister of the local
Methodist Church. This led to me attending Church and Youth Club and
encouraging mum to give the ‘Young Wives’ group a go. This proved to
be a turning point, and so we stayed put and enjoyed many happy years.
God moves in mysterious ways!
Now to the present... how did I arrive at Wilmslow URC?
My daughters married and moved into the area, and when they had
families I would come and stay for a couple of days a week while they
went to work. A browse through a local magazine led to the discovery
of ‘Thursday Tots’ as somewhere to take the children. Little did I know
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what a fateful decision that was! When we went for the first time, the
warmth of the welcome, and the kindness shown by all the lovely ladies
(you know who you are!) meant that when I was ready to make the
move to be closer to my family I knew that I would be welcomed with
open arms. And so it has proved. Joining this Church felt like the last
piece of the ‘Will I be ok if I leave my hometown and move to
Wilmslow?’ jigsaw puzzle. I am enjoying helping out at Luncheon Club,
Sunday morning coffee, taking my grandchildren to Messy Church and
Thursday Tots, and of course being in Church, listening, learning and
continuing my journey in Faith.

Lunchtime singers to serenade us
We continue our lunchtime recital series in
church on Thursday 11th October at 12 noon.
Voci a widely travelled and popular quartet who
describe themselves as classically trained
singers with a talented accompanist. Their
programme is wide ranging, there is something for everyone.
As usual tickets are £5 with complimentary coffee from 11.15am and
available from Andrew Allen, Cliff Crewe and the Church Office. You can
also pay at the door on the day. Do please come and support.
Cliff Crewe
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News from Penrhys - September 2018
At the end of July, we were sorry to
see our two lovely friends, Tahiry and
Avisoa, leaving Penrhys to go home
to Madagascar. They are two
members of the Ny Ako group who
came to Wilmslow in June and we
were delighted that they were able
to stay on with us at Llanfair for a few
weeks
as
volunteers.
They
contributed a great deal during their
time – including giving the café
shutters a wonderful make-over
Malagasy style!
During the summer holidays, our
annual expedition to Snowdonia took
place, with 15 adults and 8 children staying at Rhyd-Ddu centre, not far
from Caernarfon. We enjoyed a four day holiday with trips to Benllech
Beach, Biwares Park and outdoor pool, Llanberis Slate Museum and the
pretty village of Beddgelert. Our evening entertainment included a film
night and an action packed ‘Snowdonia’s Got Talent’ competition. A
great time was had by all!
We also took the children who attend Homework Club on a lovely outing
to Margam Country Park as a treat for working hard during the year.
The new term comes with several new projects starting at Llanfair. One
is a Peer Support Group for adults struggling with mental health issues.
It’s held on Monday evenings with Lizzie and Rebecca and it aims to
reduce isolation, promote friendship and encourage self-care. It also
aims to provide information on useful services and signpost people to
relevant organisations. The group doesn’t intend providing counselling
or therapy and is not a substitute for professional help. It’s an
opportunity to meet people, have some time out and a chat.
Sharon Rees
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A Harvest of hope for the Philippines
Our 2018 Harvest appeal for Churches Together in
Wilmslow supports MuCAARD, a charity transforming
lives and promoting peace through development on the
island of Mindanao in the Philippines. MuCAARD’s name - Muslim
Christian Action for Advocacy Relief and Development – tells its own
story. Muslims and Christians don’t often cooperate in the Philippines
and many people stay trapped in poverty which is made worse by intertribal tension and violence. Romy Tiongco, who founded the charity 11
years ago with his wife Linda, is committed to countering the cycle of
division and corruption which mars so many lives in his homeland.
That is why, as Romy stood down from his
North Western regional role with development
charity Christian Aid in 2006, he chose to go
back and live in the place where he had grown
up. MuCAARD has been involved in more than
20 projects since then. All the charity’s work is
aimed at improving the environment, helping
people out of poverty through creating sustainable income and building
a multiplier effect so that more resources get drawn in. Linda has also
retired from Christian Aid now and spends much of the year in the
Philippines supporting MuCAARD’s work.
One new programme they run is GRACE – Grassroots Response Against
Catastrophic Expenditure. More than 1.6 million people a year fall into
poverty in the Philippines because of unexpected major bills. The
government builds a new hospital but people don’t use it because they
can’t afford to get there, can’t fund a family member to care for their
sick relative in hospital and can’t afford tests and medicine. MuCAARD’s
small scale weekly saving scheme allows poor families to build up
enough resources to get them over the major bills without falling into
the hands of unscrupulous lenders.
Inspirational is an over-used word but MuCAARD’s work deserves the
description. Anything we can give will be well administered by the
charity’s UK based volunteers.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Rainbow Haven
In July I visited the Rainbow
Haven to take gifts of clothing
and bedding which have been
donated
by
our
church
members. They are always very
grateful and interested in the life
of our church.
There will be changes at the
centre in September as Rachel
who has managed the centre so
well over the last few years
leaves for pastures new. A new
manager has been appointed
and will take up her position two
weeks prior
to
Rachel’s
departure to facilitate a smooth
change over. We wish Rachel
every good wish for the future. The centre continues to provide for
increasing numbers of asylum seekers and the items of food and
clothing which we donate are always very welcome.
Last winter we asked for items of food to be brought to church on
communion Sundays and this proved to be most successful. Thank you
for your generosity. After this long and beautiful summer when we all
return from our holidays may I ask you to again remember the asylum
seekers at the Rainbow Haven and to consider how you might be able
to help.
On communion Sunday in October (21st) there will be a request for
cooking oils and pasta. Non-perishable foods may be put in the box in
the vestibule at any time and will be added to those donated after
communion Sunday. If you have larger items to donate please arrange
with me when it will be mutually convenient to collect them.
Val Lane
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Wilmslow URC and CAB
A significant piece of community outreach has been happening in our
buildings since September 2012, largely unnoticed except by those who
come in on Monday mornings. Every week, apart from Bank Holidays,
one of a small team of church volunteers has arrived at 8.45am to
prepare for an adviser and receptionist from Citizens Advice Bureau.
Then, from 9.30 until 12.30pm or later, a steady stream of people has
arrived seeking advice from CAB. At the end of the session the church
volunteer has put away furniture, stored the signs and locked up.
To begin with the advice sessions were held in the church vestibule,
except when the church was needed for something else. Once building
work started on the Undercroft in April 2017 CAB moved into the halls.
Some volunteers – Tony and Valerie Burnham, Ronnie Dykstra, David
Gilliland and Michael Williams – helped from the start. Pat Crewe joined
them in 2013 and in 2016 Ena Hughes stood down to be replaced by
Alan Watson.
Occasionally at first, but rarely now, the church volunteer has also been
the receptionist. Once the Undercroft was refurbished, and we began
Community Cafes there on Monday mornings, it made sense to review
things. Having consulted the CAB staff it was agreed that the advice
sessions would move to the Undercroft from September. At the same
time everyone involved decided that the help of the church volunteers
was no longer needed.
We must thank the church volunteers who’ve enabled this service to
grow. It’s a well-used ‘drop in’ session, for which people don’t need to
make an appointment, and that owes a lot to their faithful commitment.
There are still things to sort out in the new space of the Undercroft. It’s
important that people can find their way to the receptionist easily,
especially those with mobility problems. The warm welcome in the café
may prove a good waiting space for clients ‘in the queue’. So a new ‘CAB
at WURC’ chapter begins.
Kirsty Thorpe
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Dear friends,
Here we are again – nearly Christmas!
Another year older/wiser/richer (ha ha..). I
am reluctant to jeopardise the forthcoming
festivities by suggesting that we begin too
early, but before we all get caught up in our
own personal celebrations (John Lewis
would have us begin before we’ve bought
our fireworks for November 5th), please can
we take a moment to remember the amazing work that has been
achieved through the Operation Christmas Child initiative. Many of you
have been supporting this charity for several years, diligently decorating
and filling shoe boxes with gifts for children, ready for shipment to wartorn countries and places where poverty means that there will be no
gifts for the children on Christmas day. Our church has a wellestablished tradition of supporting this cause, and has sent literally
HUNDREDS of Christmas boxes over the years. Please, if you can, would
you fill another box this year? Easy-to-assemble boxes will be available
throughout October for those who are put off by the whole boxdecoration aspect of the task, along with leaflets containing ideas of
what to include (and what to leave out). The children who receive these
boxes are also offered Christian materials, and the opportunity to learn
more about their Father God. The
boxes are, however, distributed
unconditionally to those who
would otherwise receive no gifts,
as an outward and visible
demonstration of an inward
invisible love. If you are able,
please include one additional child
to your list of those to whom you
will give a gift this year. Thank you.

Carole Carne

This shoe box went to Cambodia
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Wilmslow Wells for Africa
Monday 1st October

AGM

Wilmslow Methodist Church, Water Lane, SK9 5AR at 7.30pm
Find out how the monies you have
donated are spent. Our AGM
includes speakers about water
harvesting in Malawi (project 209).
The training model results in the
skills rippling out into the
community life changing differences
on a huge scale. Also completing the
picture of what we fund from safe
water to hygiene and now sanitation Bujagali Trust in Uganda (Project
235). Light refreshments will be served.

Thursday 11th October Bridge Drive
Morley Green Club 1.30-4.30pm
An enjoyable time with friends and a
delicious afternoon tea.
£30 per table. Details on our website
www.wilmslowwells.org or ring 01625 523875/ 583423

Thursday 1st November Souperday
St John's Church Rooms, Knutsford Road, Wilmslow 11.00am - 2.00pm
Do join us and help make a transforming change in many lives. All
monies given go to funding projects in rural Africa - clean water, hygiene
and sanitation. There will be a choice of homemade soup and bread
with a hot drink for £4 (children £2). Also an array of delicious cakes to
buy. Monies raised at this event will be matched by the family of Diana
Armstrong, in her memory. Diana was a long serving volunteer at our
events.
Jenny Gibbs (Chair of WWforA)
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"Walking the way" with the Synod"
Walking the Way is the name of the United Reformed Church’s latest
programme, focusing us all on lifelong discipleship and mission. As part
of this venture Lawrence Moore, the North Western synod’s Missional
Discipleship consultant, has translated Mark's Gospel in simple 2018
language, following the structure with which we are familiar of 18
chapters but no verses, just continuous prose.
It is very readable and tells Mark's story in a fresh way, so that you enjoy
reading it. At the foot of most pages there is a set of notes in very small,
faint print with various bits of background. Graphics are by Mike Walsh,
a minister in south Manchester.
It seems to me as a layman that this pamphlet is not suitable for serious
study, nor to replace the Bible readings in church, but it would do very
well as an introduction for an enquiring adult and as the basis for group
discussion; it's a good piece of work. The synod has printed enough
copies for everyone who wants one to have a copy. The distribution will
take place this month.
Derek Torrington

Book Club
The next meeting will be held on Mon Nov 12th when we
will discuss ‘The Light Between Oceans’ by M. L. Stedman.
The story is set in a small coastal town in Australia in the
1920's. A boat washes up on the shore of a remote
lighthouse keeper's island just off the coast. The only two
islanders, Tom and his wife Izzy are about to make a
devastating decision. They break the rules and follow
their hearts and bear the consequences thereafter.
At the following meeting on Monday, January 14th 2019
we will discuss ‘84 Charing Cross Road’ by Helen Hanff.
Pat Crewe
19

Letter to Wilmslow URC from Christian Aid
These words are from a letter received by Dorothy Duguid from Miriam
Panter, the Finance Assistant at Christian Aid
‘Thank you, a thousand times thank you’
These are the words of Vilia from Haiti who, thanks to the amazing work
of people like you, was provided with a house. During the earthquake of
2010 Vilia’s house in Part-au Prince was destroyed. Her mother, an
incredibly strong woman, died and Vilia never found her body. Vilia
went back to her hometown in Torbeck region but was really struggling.
Christian Aid’s partner KORAL realised how dire her situation was and
reached out to help her. They built her a new home, safe, stable and
strong enough to stand up to natural disasters. On a terrifying night
when Hurricane Matthew hit in 2016, Vilia’s neighbours realised that
her house was the only one in the area sturdy enough to cope with the
hurricane. Vilia was able to give shelter to 54 others who might
otherwise not have survived the storm, thanks to the support of people
like you. Thanks again for your amazing support on Christian Aid week”
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Church Diary
Weekly

Mon

‘In Together’ Dementia Café at Methodists

Please check
website or
church office
for calendar.

Tue

Indoor bowls (pm)

Wed

Luncheon Club (by prior arrangement)

Thu

Ladies Badminton (am), Thursday Tots (pm),
junior and adult badminton (evening)

Fri

Gardening Team (am)

October 2018
Oct

1st

2.00pm

Oct 1st
Oct 7th
Oct 8th
Oct 10th
Oct 11th
Oct 15th
Oct 15th

7.30pm
4.00pm
7.30pm
11.45am
12 noon
2.00pm
2.00pm

Oct 15th
Oct 18th
Oct 29th

7.30pm
10.00am
2.00pm

Monday Fellowship – My Life as a Lawyer
Stephen Walker
Elders Meeting
Messy Church
Outreach Team
Mid-week Reflections
Lunchtime Recital – Voci quartet
Admin. Team
Monday Fellowship – Forever Angels –
Valerie Lythgoe
Finance Team
Pastoral Support meeting
Monday Fellowship – A Penny’s Worth
Penny Dean

November 2018
Nov 4th
Nov 5th

4.00pm
2.00pm

Messy Church
Monday Fellowship- Best Stage Musicals
Pt2 – Brian Green

Copy for the November 2018 edition of the Newsletter should be
emailed to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
before Saturday 13th October
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 28th October 2018
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