NEWSLETTER

For we walk by faith, not by sight.
2 Corinthians 5:7

July/August 2018
Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1PR
Church Office Telephone: 01625 532600
E-Mail Address: wilmslow.urc.office@gmail.com
Web Site: www.wilmslowurc.org.uk

Wilmslow United Reformed Church
A warm welcome is given to all those who worship with us and
are friends of this community. If you normally worship
elsewhere, please give our greetings to your home Church.

Services during July and August 2018
Sunday July 1st
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe
4.00pm Messy Church
Sunday July 8th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday July 15th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
Sunday July 22nd
10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Brian Haymes
Sunday July 29th
10.30 am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday August 5th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday August 12th
10.30am Morning Worship led by Alan Watson
Sunday August 19th
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion led by our Minister
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Sunday August 26th
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister
Sunday September 2nd
10.30am Morning Worship led by our Minister

for enquiries contact Kirsty on 415281 or smithorpe@tiscali.co.uk
If you have special requirements for Communion e.g. gluten free bread
please contact Sandra Dalton

Bible Readings - Sundays in July and August
Over the next two months our readings link together the
teaching of Paul in his letters to the people of Corinth and
Ephesus, with stories from the Gospels. On the first week
we hear how Paul asks the Corinthian Christians to be
generous in collecting for poor Jewish Christians in
Jerusalem. Mark tells two stories of people who seek
healing from Jesus. The following week we explore how God uses
perceived weaknesses as a source of strength and blessing when Paul
declines to boast about a mystical experience. Mark’s gospel has an
account of Jesus being rejected in his home town and sending out his
disciples in pairs.
The next week’s gospel account of the death of John the Baptist shows
the danger of speaking truth to power. Meanwhile Paul reminds the
members of the young church at Ephesus about their place in God’s
cosmic plans. On the fourth Sunday, we hear how Paul encourages the
Ephesus congregation to grow in spiritual maturity while Mark’s gospel
shows us Jesus as a Good Shepherd. On the last July Sunday the
Ephesians passage has Paul reminding his readers to find good Christian
role models while John’s gospel has a story of Jesus feeding a large
crowd of people.
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In the August gospel readings we continue to read John’s gospel chapter
6. The other strand of readings has Paul encouraging the Ephesians to
build their church on unity, giving advice on how the followers of Jesus
should live and calling on them to use the strength that comes from God
to resist the outside forces and pressures we face.
July 1st

2 Corinthians 8: 7-15

Mark 5: 21-43

July 8th

2 Corinthians 12: 2-10

Mark 6: 1-13

July 15th

Ephesians 1: 3-14

Mark 6: 14-29

July 22nd

Ephesians 2: 11-22

Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56

July 29th

Ephesians 3: 14-21

John 6: 1-21

August 5th

Ephesians 4: 1-16

John 6: 24-35

August 12th

Ephesians 4: 25 – 5: 2

John 6: 35, 41-51

August 19th

Ephesians 5: 15-20

John 6: 51-58

August 26th

Ephesians 6: 10-20

John 6: 56-69

Letter to the Editor
What a lovely surprise on opening the June
newsletter. A colour supplement – Wow!
‘Farewell to John Grundy’ and 'Enjoying the
Royal Wedding’. Very many thanks to the
organisers and
helpers at both.
Congratulations to the photographers and
publicists.
Looking forward to the next edition.
Lilian Grimshaw
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Dear Friends,

by Kirsty Thorpe

This time of the year, when the weather is warmer, takes me back to the
days when I had to sit exams. It often felt as though you could depend
on the sunniest summer days clashing with the demands of revision.
Having to be cooped up in a library, when it feels as though everyone
else is outside having fun, is not my idea of a good time.
Around us now there are plenty of young people either revising for
exams, sitting them, or starting the wait to hear about the results of
their efforts. A lot may depend on the outcome of what happens in such
major tests as GCSE and A levels. The right grade can get you into the
course you want, in the university or college you’d really like to go to.
Missing the necessary mark – which can be because you’re just one or
two percentage points short – may result in finding yourself at a place
of learning you didn’t originally feel very enthusiastic about, studying on
a course you were not totally drawn towards when you first applied.
It could be that disappointment about not having ‘made the grade’, as
they see it, explains some of the tragic instances of self-harm or even
suicide we hear of among young people from time to time. When you’re
in your teens or early twenties, it can be hard to put things in proportion.
You may not have the wisdom to be able to tell yourself no failure is so
enormous that it should cause you to feel in total despair about the
future. It’s in situations like this that we need good friends – of all ages
– to help us prevent ourselves being overwhelmed by feelings of
inadequacy we find it hard to understand, let alone control or prevent.
I remember vividly one afternoon over 40 years ago in the middle of my
final exams for a History degree. That morning I had spent three hours
slaving over an exam paper. The previous night I’d been up late revising.
There was a timetable on the wall in my study which dictated that after
lunch that day I should be revising for another exam the following
morning, for which I felt decidedly underprepared. After lunch I was
trying to convince myself I was now ready to go back to my room and
do battle with the next round of last minute cramming. I thought this
was what I ought to be doing though I knew I was already tired out.
Some older and – so it proved – wiser friends had other ideas though.
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They tempted me out into the warm sunshine with the prospect of
singing in the open air and a picnic afterwards. I was full of good reasons
why I should resist their very persuasive arguments. I hadn’t done
enough revision to feel at all safe about the following morning’s paper.
I thought I couldn’t relax because I might never be able to wind myself
up for another bout of study again if I once let my guard slip.
It was all to no avail. The glorious afternoon and the prospect of singing
songs I loved in a beautiful, outdoor setting quite soon won hands down.
I gave in and went with the flow for the next few hours. I forgot about
the exam ahead and entered into the harmony and fun of the present
moment these friends had reminded me about. It was the right choice.
I felt so much better that evening. Going back to my desk was no longer
a total chore but something I was refreshed and ready for.
That experience taught me an important lesson. Taking a break and
coming back to something fresh and with a clear mind is far better than
bashing on at it beyond the point when you need a rest. Two things
shared with us by Dédé, leader of Ny Ako Madagascan concert group
who visited us in June (see below), also come to mind. He pointed out
how, in this country, we all have watches but no time. By contrast, in his
homeland very few people have watches, but people do have time. He
also remarked on the way in Madagascar people refer to followers of
Jesus not as Christians but as ‘the people who pray’. I wonder if we
might find more inner peace, and more time for things that really
matter, if we were better at praying – talking and listening with God.
Many of us will have a chance for a change of scene and a time for rest
and renewal over the summer. I hope we will enjoy the opportunities
we discover to find God in new places and to enjoy life in all its fullness.

6

Wilmslow Historical Society

June 1918

"THE YANKS HAVE COME"
The first 3 months of the German "Spring offensive" represented the
peak of enemy success. However, they had exacted a toll that their army
could ill afford - fatalities in élite divisions that contained highly trained,
irreplaceable "storm troopers". They now had to defend an extensive
front over a wasteland of previous battlefields. Even more ominously
Allied losses were increasingly being covered by US troops who in May
alone had arisen from 430,000 to 650,000.
There was something of a lull now for the British. The Americans had
first attacked at Cantigny on 28th - 29th May. More importantly on 3rd
June the US 3rd Infantry Division was involved in action east of Chateau
Thierry and later at Belleau Wood. Inexperienced but enthusiastic, the
appearance of the GI's buoyed both civilians and Allied troops alike. The
German Blűcher-Yorck offensive (the 3rd Aisne) spluttered to an end on
3rd June before they launched their 4th offensive (the Noyen-Didier or
Griesenau) on the 9th towards Paris. But the French defence in depth
and the American counter-attacks caused it to wither after just 4 days
and a gain of 6 or so miles.
The American Expeditionary Force, called since the Mexican War of
1846 - 48 ‘Doughboys’, had been arriving for some time. By the summer
of 1918 they numbered 2 million. Once here they were mostly being
trained over 2 months or so by battle hardened British, Australian or
Canadian officers and NCO's. Of the draftees 13% were Afro-American.
Most were used in backbreaking labour, but as
many American whites refused to fight
alongside blacks, the minority allowed to fight
were often attached to the French who had no
qualms about going into battle with them. The
most famous group was the 369th Infantry
Regiment or ‘Harlem Hellfighters’ led by their
white commander Colonel William Hayward,
who spent 191 days in the front line (more than
any other American unit). Private Henry
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Johnson was awarded the Croix de Guerre in May as were 100 of his
comrades. Their famous band also helped bring jazz to Europe under
their leader James Rees Europe, the son of a slave.
Although the British were not involved in any major offensive or attack
our community nevertheless lost 4 young men this month. On the 1st
June Gunner John Thomas Earlam of ‘D’ Battery 17th Brigade Royal Field
Artillery (155141) died aged 33. The son of Isaac and Martha of 12 Farm
Fold, Styal, he was by the time of the war the husband of Mary Elizabeth
(née Hill) of Rose Cottage, Duke Street, Wellington, Shropshire. They
were married in 1907 and had one son. John is buried at Morbecque
British Cemetery, north of Béthune. He is remembered on Styal
Memorial, in the local Methodist church and on a family grave in St
Bart's churchyard. He was the eldest of 4 and worked as a domestic
gardener before enlisting.
On 6th June Captain Frederick Arthur Jervis Eastwood of ‘D’ Battery
103rd Brigade Royal Field Artillery died of wounds aged 22. He was born
in Handforth in 1894, the son of Annie and Thomas, a barrister of
Highfield, Wood End, Styal. In 1911 he was a boarder at Sedbergh public
school. He is buried in Ferme-Olives Cemetery Belgium and is mentioned
on a family grave at Dean Row.
The Wilmslow and Alderley Advertiser of 12th July published the
following notice: ‘official news has been received that Sergeant Henry
Morrell MM of the Army Service Corps, Mechanical Transport Company
(M2/119391) has died of sickness.’ He had been at the front for nearly
3 years and was awarded the Military Medal for bravery. He had been
born in Morley in 1886, the youngest son of the late Isaiah and Martha
(née Mottershead) Morrell of 23 Racecourse Road, Lindow Common. In
1911 Henry was a chauffeur living in lodgings in Alma Road, Southport
and he married Fanny Louise Parker in 1912. They had 2 daughters
Louisa (1912) and Nellie (1914). He had lost a cousin, Frederick, at
Gallipoli in 1915. Joining up early in 1914 his driving skills ensured he
was assigned to the MTC. He died on 20th June, is interred at Aubigny
Communal Cemetery Extension, north west of Arras and
commemorated at St Bart's, Morley Green & Wilmslow civic memorial.
8

On 26th June Private Alfred Rathbone of the 1/1 East Lancs Field
Ambulance Royal Army Medical Corps, (69237) was killed in action aged
24. He was born in Withington and in 1901 was living in Cheadle with
his stepfather Emmanuel Maynard and his mother Emily Mary. When
he is enlisted in 1915 he was a dairyman at Stockton Farm, Wilmslow.
He is buried at Bertrancourt Military Cemetery, Picardy and
remembered in St John's and on the Wilmslow civic memorial.
Ever the gambler, Ludendorff was destined to roll the dice just once
more in July 1918 attacking near Reims.
Jon Armstrong and Alan Cooper

New member - Joan Collins
I was delighted to be accepted into Wilmslow URC
on Easter Sunday but I felt very welcome here long
before that. I used to be a 'twice a year'
worshipper and for several years I have been
helping on the cooking rota for Luncheon Club.
During that period I always said to myself I must
go on Sundays more often, and felt there was
something missing in my life, so here I am!
I moved to Wilmslow in 1982 after marrying Dave. We were married at
my parish church, St Clare's in Newton Aycliffe, County Durham. I had
been baptised and confirmed there as well as going to church every
Sunday. I had a fantastic social life there from the youth group to being
a member of the Parochial Church Council. Our vicar was a member of
the Magic Circle so social nights (and even sermons) were legend.
After moving to Wilmslow I went to a couple of churches here but never
felt at home. We then had our two children, Laura and Daniel. Dave
worked away a lot so family time was full on at weekends. Being married
to a Welshman, rugby was very dominant in our lives. Dave took Dan
and Laura to junior rugby every Sunday morning. They both played and
I loved to go and watch. Both children went to Ashdene Primary School
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where Dave and I were active in the PTA. Those years moulded the life
we have now and the friends that we made remain part of our extended
family. Pantomime time was our favourite, written by Doug Macdonald,
and Dave always took a starring role (usually dressed as a woman) while
I sang in the chorus. We raised a lot of money for the school as well as
having a fantastic time in the process.
Shortly after Laura left Ashdene I was diagnosed with breast cancer. This
was the lowest time of my life but, having two children aged 9 and 11, I
was determined it was not going to beat me. After my operation and
follow up treatment I got through it with the help of my family and
friends.
I think I rediscovered my faith when my beloved mum died. I sat with
her for the last hours of her life and even though she never regained
consciousness she saw her grandad, cousins and people she had loved
waiting for her. She smiled and said she wouldn't be long, and she
wasn't. I know she hasn't left me and I now feel that God never left me
during the years when I never went to church.
One of my great loves is trains, preferably steam. Earlier in my life I
would spend many a weekend on the North Yorkshire Moors railway. I
have a friend who drives the trains and for a special treat he arranged
for me to ride on the footplate of the Sir Nigel Gresley.
Over the summer months I also like to watch the live webcam of the
ospreys in Glaslyn, North Wales. The female arrives from The Gambia at
the beginning of April followed a few days later by the male. This year
the first chick hatched at the end of May followed by another two. I'm
watching them tucking into sea bass! By the end of September they will
all leave for The Gambia. Each spring I tune into the webcam to see if
Mrs G and Aaron return to do it all again. Nature is a wonderful thing.
I would just like to finish by saying that one of the happiest days I've ever
had in my life happened in Wilmslow URC when I saw my daughter Laura
married to Richard in April. It was a fabulous wedding and I cannot stop
smiling. (Please see page 14 for photograph of the happy day)
Joan Collins
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REFUGEES BY BRIAN BILSTON
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way
(now read from bottom to top)
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Newsletter Report from the Elders’ Meeting in June
We had a full agenda with Kirsty in the chair. Lisa Wood presented the
Finance team’s report. She reported on the financial results for 2017-18
and consideration of the budget for 2018/19. Also we had a discussion
on the donations given by the church and how to create greater
transparency for our shared giving to nominated charities and other
regular recipients. A proposal on this will come to Church Meeting.
The subject of the Synod Manse Policy is still ongoing with various
queries to be discussed. Discussion as to the move towards Wilmslow
Youth becoming a charity is progressing. Car parking in Chapel Lane
either side of the entrance to the church car park remains a problem.
We continue to write letters and talk to councillors.
An update from the Property team was given by Richard. There will be
a church clean up in August, which will include repainting, washing
down etc in the church halls. The format for the new Church website will
be presented to the July church meeting. We will be welcoming Ny Ako
on the 15/17 June.
We ended the meeting with the Grace said to one another.
Jenny Spiller

Wilmslow Methodist Church - Film Nights 7.30 pm
JULY 8th
The Post
th
AUGUST 12 Moonlight
Films are followed by a short and friendly discussion. All are welcome.
Liz Mair
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Wilmslow puts on a Show
Wilmslow Show returns to the carnival field off Altrincham Road (near
Gorsey Bank School) on Sunday July 8th. Please join Churches Together
in Wilmslow as we people our marquee with the friendly faces of church
volunteers, run activities for children and put our faith on the local map.
Things start at 11am and run until 5pm so there is plenty of time to visit
after Sunday worship.
Last year we were blessed with a beautiful, hot day. Once again there
will be many activities to enjoy – a band stand, car show, dog show,
competitions for florists, gardeners, craft makers and bakers – and
opportunities to see friends or make new ones.
This year, to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of World War One,
the show will also host a re-enactment group complete with cavalry
horses and a ‘camp’ set up in the field.

Photos from the website
http://www.wilmslowshow.co.uk/
Eric Chilton, Jenny Spiller
and Kirsty Thorpe (WURC
members of Churches
Together in Wilmslow)
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Modern Believers
We are having an open meeting, to which everyone is invited, on
Saturday 28th July at 10:30 in the church vestibule. Tony Burnham is
going to talk to us on "Four Gospels: Fact, Fiction and Faith".
Our next session will begin on Tuesday 18th September at 7.30pm in the
vestibule. We will discuss the book "Soul Survivor" by Philip Yancey. In
it he recounts how he rediscovered his faith through the lives and
writings of many people including Martin Luther King, G K Chesterton,
Leo Tolstoy and Mahatma Gandhi. It promises to be rewarding as we
share experiences of the journey of faith through doubt.
Please let me know if you would be interested in joining us for the
introductory meeting on the 18th September.
Eric Chilton

Joint Service on June 10th
The service was well attended and we
were all in for some great treats. The
congregation enjoyed the choir singing ‘Gonna sit down and rest a
while’. We were introduced to a dramatic version of Jonah, ‘poor chap’
– but all was well in the end. Thank you to the readers. Our special
preacher was the Rev Dr Andrew Lunn – Chair of Manchester and
Stockport Methodist District. He gave us food for thought from Jesus’
comments on the Jonah story and His future experience.
His sermon was erudite and delivered without the use of notes. It
provided topics to fuel stimulating conversation afterwards. Lunch was
a bonus and much appreciated. A lovely story over the meal - many
years ago boy (Catholic) met girl (Methodist) at the youth club. They
visited each other’s homes but finally went their separate ways. Now,
their mothers have met for the first time thanks to our Churches links.
Kate and Kirsty rounded off the meal by bringing us up to date with their
work at our respective churches. Many thanks to all involved.
Lilian Grimshaw
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Young Worshippers – past, present and to come
Over the past year our young worshippers have – for a whole variety
of good reasons – not been with us in Sunday morning services.
Recently a small group of us met – some who’ve prepared and led YW
sessions, myself and Carole Carne who is the link Elder for children and
young people. We talked about where God is now leading us. Here are
our thoughts. Kirsty
Rosemary Bradley: I began helping Young Worshippers when my
children were regularly attending on a Sunday morning. Very soon I
became a leader, preparing and planning sessions for about 15 young
people. Due to the spread of ages we would often split into two groups.
Over the past 10 years the numbers have gradually declined as the older
ones have moved on to university and work. We also found that once
they began secondary school our young people’s attendance fell due to
the demands of balancing school work, sporting activities, friends and
family. Although a number of younger children have visited our group,
especially at Christenings, Easter and Christmas, this has not fed through
to regular attendance on a Sunday morning.
We have regularly varied the style and content of our Young
Worshippers’ material to keep it fresh and relevant to the world.
However, we come back to the same conclusion that Sunday mornings
are not the time when our young people choose to attend the church.
Whilst this may be a cause of sadness I am often struck by the number
of times children and young people do cross the doors of our church
each week. We have Messy Church once a month which is very popular
with families and young children. Each Thursday the halls are again busy
with young children and families for Thursday Tots. On Thursday and
Friday evenings the Uniformed Organisations fill the halls. Now a new
group of young people, Wilmslow Youth, cross our Undercroft doors
three times a week.
Our church does have a thriving young community and we are adapting
to ensure we continue to offer the sort of activities young people want
at a time they are able to attend.
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Nicola Moss and Sharon Tarbard: Many of the members of the
congregation have been involved in Junior Church and young people’s
groups over the years. Some of us remember the name change to Young
Worshippers during David Jenkin’s time with us.
In the past, family life revolved around the church so it was common for
children and young people to attend once, if not twice, on Sundays. All
the groups from crèche to Young Adults and SAS (Sunday at Seven) were
well attended and we had plenty of willing volunteers to run them.
The congregation has changed and many of the original young families
have moved away. With the majority of both parents working full time,
family life has had to adapt to children’s changing interests/homework.
Different levels of education require more parental support which
needs to take place very often over the weekend.
In the future we intend to make more use of the Undercroft at times
more suitable for the young adults while the younger children are
already catered for with our thriving Messy Church.
Carole Carne: Reflection is key as we look to the future. Reflection on
our past and our present, as both give us much to celebrate and help to
shape the way forward. We have found ourselves ever more convinced
that God is doing great things in our midst. Our congregation is changing
and we are slowly beginning to understand that worship is not only
pleasing to God when offered on a Sunday morning, or when it is the
result of a formal act. Informal can be good too!
Our acts of worship are now spread geographically across the wonderful
facilities that we have been blessed with, and this growth is never more
evident than on the first Sunday of each month, when Messy Church
comes together in our Halls, bringing families into church to share in
creative activities, food, and a celebration of our faith. Messy Church
concludes each month with a short message and some rousing songs of
worship which are enjoyed by a congregation of all ages.
Mid-week Reflections and the current Youth Alpha Course draw people
together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ at a time other than
Sunday morning. Many more young people cross our threshold for ROC
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cafés, other Wilmslow Youth events, or the uniformed organisations.
We need to wait upon God as we seek His guidance in establishing new
ways to share our faith with children and young people. We must not be
afraid to change or doubt our capacity to carry out what must be done.
After all, ‘I can do all things in Him who strengthens me.’ (Philippians
4:13)

Going for gold!
It is with great pleasure that we can report that we have been awarded
silver status in the Eco-Church scheme in recognition of our efforts to
care for God's earth.
This award covers the following areas:Worship and Teaching
Management of Buildings and Land
Community and Global Engagement
Lifestyle
We now need to consider what areas we can continue to improve to be
able to achieve gold status. The good news is that there are plenty of
resources available to help us in this journey. Over the coming months
look out for details in this newsletter on how we can collectively and
individually contribute to this journey.
We will also be experimenting with different ways of doing this. Then,
based upon feedback, we will perhaps adjust what we do. One such
experiment was the trial of doing away with printed orders of service in
an attempt to reduce our paper consumption. Feedback suggests that
this did not work, so we have reverted back to providing printed copies.
One area of our lives which has received an increasing amount of
attention is the use of plastic. We have been approached by Transition
Wilmslow to participate in work to make Wilmslow a “Plastic Free
Town.” Look out for more publicity on this topic.
The Administration Team
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Wilmslow Youth Update
It's been an exciting few months for Wilmslow
Youth. Matt, Gemma, and the wonderful
volunteer team are consistently working with
well over 100 young people each week both in and out of school. We
are currently working two days a week in the school itself, offering one
to one mentoring and support to students referred to us by the school,
as well as running lunch clubs. We are also running 3 ROC Café sessions
in the Undercroft each week during term time. The young people are
really enjoying being part of the Wilmslow Youth community and are
regularly offering to help and volunteer to keep the café sessions
running well!
Here are a few specific pieces of recent news regarding our work:
TRACE
We have recently finished and printed a book
called 'Trace', written by Matt and Gemma,
which helps young people explore and
understand their own mental health over a 6
week programme.
We received funding from Active Cheshire which
enabled us to print and trial this book with
around 30 young people before the main
printing run which will happen over the summer.
The school will be using it as their key resource
for the wellbeing hub from September, and various other schools and
youth workers are also seeking to use it as a resource that enables
conversation around mental health.
FUNDING
We have also recently been awarded a £50,000 grant from the Cheshire
Community Foundation as part of a joint project with two other brilliant
local charities; Just Drop In and Cre8. This funding will enable us to open
our fourth ROC Café session from September and will mean two
professional counsellors will be working out of the Undercroft to offer
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specialist care to young people in need. It will also mean a host of new
resources for young people in terms of online support and training.
YOUTH ALPHA
At the time of writing we are 6 weeks into a Youth
Alpha course, running on Wednesdays at tea-time
in the Undercroft. Youth Alpha is an interactive
course that unpacks the basics of the Christian faith
and allows young people to ask questions and
explore their own thoughts and beliefs. We currently have 14 young
people on the course and we're really loving the questions and
discussion that the course is facilitating. Please do pray for them as we
continue.
BOYS BBQ
We had some great feedback from our mums and daughters afternoon
tea earlier in the year, so as I write we are putting together plans for a
Boys BBQ on the 16th June to celebrate lads, dads and grandpas! The
day will involve BBQ food, table tennis and games to give the boys some
time to chat and bond and will help us to get to know parents and
grandparents of the young people who are in our care.
PARENTING COURSES
We ran our second parenting course a couple of months ago, led by
Lynne Leng from the Life Church, who is also a member of the Wilmslow
Youth Oversight Team. She did a fantastic job and we had excellent
feedback from the parents.
All in all, it’s a busy time and we are always thinking and praying about
how to continue to develop this work to support young people and their
families into the future. So please do continue to pray for us, and if you
would like to ask anything or get involved, please do contact us by
emailing hello@wilmslowyouth.com
God Bless, Matt Williamson
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Out & Abouters Island Hopping in Scotland – May 2018
Thirty four of us set off in sunshine (which lasted all week) for a glorious
holiday in the Islands of Scotland. We called at Moffatt and the Glasgow
Riverside Museum of Transport then continued to our hotel in Irvine.
Monday we boarded the ferry at Androssen to the
lovely Isle of Arran. We visited the ‘Creamery’
cheese factory where ‘tasters’ were on display.
Then on to Kinlock Hotel at Black Water Foot for
lunch and a walk along the promenade.
Tuesday we headed for Dalgarven to the Museum
of Country Life and Costumes full of Victorian
clothes, implements and machinery. The tour
ended with home-made scones, jam and coffee. We caught our second
ferry from Largs to Cumbrae, another beautiful island of peace and
tranquillity and took the local bus to the seafront at Millport for lunch.
In the evening we were piped into dinner by a lady playing the bagpipes
and some of us had our first taste of haggis.rd
Wednesday we went to
Alloway and the Robbie Burns
Museum beautiful gardens and
his cottage. We returned to
Irvine via the ‘Electric Brae’ a
gravity hill that is actually a
natural optic illusion. The
afternoon was free for retail therapy or a walk
along the river back to the hotel. Thursday we took our last ferry to the
Isle of Bute from Wemyss Bay to Rothesay and visited the lovely Mount
Stewart House and gardens. Friday we travelled back calling at Dumfries
for lunch, shopping and a lovely walk along the river.
It was lovely to see some new faces on the trip and make some new
friends. We hope they felt welcome and agree that we had a very
successful holiday with thanks to Hilary our leader and Michael our
driver.
Sue Carline
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Christian Aid Week 2018
An enormous thank you to all who participated in Christian Aid Week.
Everyone worked hard - deliverers, collectors and the counters! A very
special thank you to the “Out & Abouters” and to our own congregation
who gave so generously. Did you know that:
£210 is enough to train a local builder to build safe homes in Haiti
£50 is enough to buy basic building tools
£5 is enough to buy seeds to grow beans to feed a family
All the money donated will go towards improving the lives of the people
of Haiti and help them rebuild their homes and communities after the
devastating hurricanes of recent years.
Our totals, £3549, including gift aid, makes £4078 (last year £3141).
Official total raised in Wilmslow area is £15,452.28 (including gift aid).
Dorothy Duguid and Carolynne Powell

Book Club
The next meeting will be held on Mon July 9th. We will discuss ‘The
Zanzibar Wife’ by Deborah Rodriguez. The book is set in the
ancient land of Oman, land of frankincense, windswept
deserts and turquoise seas. Into this nation come three
remarkable women, each facing a crossroads in their life.
The Zanzibar Wife is a story of clashing cultures of secrets
and revelations of the author.
At the following meeting on Monday, September 10th we
will discuss ‘The Children Act’ by Ian McEwan.
This novel’s main character is a well-respected High Court
judge who hears cases which are morally ambiguous. It’s
impossible to disagree with McEwan’s contention that in a
civilised society, the well-being of children must outweigh
their parents’ religious convictions but of course things aren’t that
simple as the central story illustrates.
Pat Crewe
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Church Diary
JULY 2018
July 1st

4.00pm

Messy Church

July 5th

2.00pm

Thursday Tots

July 9th

2.00pm

Book Club – Room A

July 11th

11.45am

Midweek Reflections

July 12th

2.00pm

Thursday Tots

July 15th

12noon

Church Meeting

July 16th

7.30pm

Elders Meeting

July 17th

2.00pm

Property Team

July 18th

7.30pm

Pastoral Support

July 19th

2.00pm

Thursday Tots

2.00pm

John Grundy’s Ordination,

AUGUST 2018
Aug 4th

Brockley URC, South East London
Aug 8th

11.45am

Midweek Reflections

SEPTEMBER 2018
Sept 2nd

4.00pm

Messy Church

Sept 3rd

7.30pm

Elders Meeting

Sept 10th

2.00pm

Book Club – Room A

Copy for the September 2018 edition of the Newsletter should be
emailed to Juliet Harris (editor) and Trudy Shepherd (sub editor) at

wilmslowurc.newsletter@yahoo.co.uk
before Saturday 18th August
The Newsletter will be available on Sun 2nd September 2018
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